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Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm 

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm    

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

October 7, 2018 

At our last men’s group, we discussed the  

 

Jesus is asked about the laws of marriage in today’s Gospel (Mk 10:2-16).  Here is his 

reply: 

 

 “from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female.  For this 

reason a man 

shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become 

one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined 

together, no human being must separate”. 

 

Mainly from this teaching has the Church based her laws on marriage.  I discuss these 

laws with my engaged couples in marriage preparation in the following Q & A format.  

While it’s technical stuff, these excerpts from Canon Law that show the beautiful and 

rich treatment the Church gives marriage.  I am always available for specific questions 

about marriage, divorce, and annulments. 

 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

 

Fr Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus elevates marriage to a sacrament: “what God has joined together; no human being 

must separate” 

 

When God joins a couple together in Christ, it is a sacred act (sacrament). 

And by its very nature, marriage is indissoluble (a sacramental and consummated 

marriage can only be dissolved by death). 



 

 

 

   

 

 

Sacramental marriage mirrors the new covenant.  In the new covenant, God has 

communion with mankind that is exclusive, everlasting, bodily 

  - sacramental marriage is exclusive, everlasting, bodily 

 

 

“The two shall become one flesh”.  When does this actually occur?  

When the spouses exchange their vows (consent).  “The consent of the parties, 

legitimately manifested between persons qualified by law, makes marriage; no human 

power is able to supply this consent.” (Canon # 1057) 

 

 

Who are the ministers of this sacrament? 

      The spouses, when they give their consent.  The priest or deacon is a witness. 

 

 

What makes a marriage sacramental? 

 A valid matrimonial contract between a baptized man and a baptized woman 

 

Can.  1055 §1. The matrimonial covenant, by which a man and a woman establish 

between themselves a partnership of the whole of life and which is ordered by its nature 

to the good of the spouses and the procreation and education of offspring, has been 

raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament between the baptized. 

 

[§2. For this reason, a valid matrimonial contract cannot exist between the baptized 

without it being by that fact a sacrament.] 

 

 

What makes a marriage consummated? 

“the spouses have performed between themselves in a human fashion a conjugal act 

which is suitable in itself for the procreation of offspring, to which marriage is ordered 

by its nature and by which the spouses become one flesh” (canon 1061) 

 

 

What are the essential properties of marriage?  

“Unity and indissolubility, which in Christian marriage obtain a special firmness by 

 reason of the sacrament” (can. 1056) 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

What is consent?? 

 “Matrimonial consent is an act of the will by which a man and a woman 

mutually 

give and accept each other through an irrevocable covenant in order to establish  

marriage” (can. 1057) 

 

Consent must be given externally in the presence of at least 2 witnesses, even in danger 

of death.  This is the form of the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony, just like “I baptize you 

in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” is the form of the Sacrament of 

Baptism. 

 

The spouses have to be capable of giving consent (not impeded by handicap, age, law, 

 etc.). 

 

Consent is reached by the intellect and will of each person. 

- internal process 

- comes from desire (where love comes in) 

- knowing and freely choosing 

 

 

What are they choosing? To what are they consenting?   

1) good of the spouses 

2) faithful / unitive 

3) open to new life / procreation / education of offspring 

4) permanent (indissoluble) 

 

All four must be contained in consent. If one is not present in consent, it’s not a valid 

marriage.            

 

 

 
                            



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK-September 30, 2018 

As a disciple, an extremely important question must always take precedence in decision 

making. What does God want me to do? In discerning answers to life's questions and 

difficulties, it doesn't matter what humans permit or even what popular choice dictates. It is 

what God says that matters. God's will is often dismissed, even by those who claim to believe 

in Him. We discern God's will by developing a strong and mature prayer life, listening to 

Scripture and church teaching, consulting church tradition, paying attention to the rhythms of 

life, and seeking His presence in all we experience and observe. As Jesus realized in his final 

hours, it is "not my will but yours be done." Are we ready to follow his example and give 

ourselves over to what God wants? 

 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:        Jb 1:6-22 Lk 9:46-50 

Tuesday:              Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23 Mt 18:1-5, 10  

Wednesday:         Jb 9:1-12, 14-16 Lk 9:57-62 

 Thursday:            Jb 19:21-27 Lk 10:1-12 

 Friday              Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5 Lk 10:13-16 

 Saturday:             Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17 Lk 10:17-24 

 Next Sunday:     Gn 2:18-24 Heb 2:9-11 Mk 10:2-16                                                               

 

Healing Prayers for: Adrian Johnson, Juanita Watkins, Brenda Ross, Mary James, Dorothy 

Barlow, Corrina Murray, George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne,  Burdell Thomas,  Frederick McNiel, 

James Anthony Murphy,  Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best,  Dorothy Hollis, Calvin 

Best Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Lillian Taylor,  Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, 

Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, 

Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, 

Courtney Barlow, , Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Pauline 

Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester,  Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, 

June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Corinne Bachiller, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia 

Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Barbara Thompson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, 

Joan Shields, Viola Walker 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Wednesday, October 3, 2018 

AD -Clifton James King, Sr. 

 

    

+=Deceased   AD=Anniversary of Death   BD=Birthday    OMM=One Month Memorial     



 

 

 

   

 

Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration “Come Let Us Adore Him”.  Could you commit to one 

hour per week?  Transform your spiritual life and your relationship with Our Lord by 

committing to spend more time with Him. We have Wednesday Adoration of the Blessed from 

11:00 am to 12:00 noon. 
 

To All Our Visitors Welcome to Assumption Catholic Church. We are glad that you are here!  

To become registered parishioners, please obtain a registration form, from one of our ushers. 

Religious Education Registration Update-(CCD) Religion class for the 2018-19 

school year begins today. It is not too late; the registration forms will be in the back of 

the church. All families must re-register their children every year.  All children who do 

not attend Catholic school should participate in the Religious Education program. 

Students are prepared for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation 

within the program. 
 

 

 Tenth Annual "Pray for the Cure" Mass and Brunch 

In support of those with all kinds of cancer, cancer survivors, and all those with life-threatening 

illnesses, all are welcome to the Tenth Annual "Pray for the Cure" Mass and Brunch on Sunday, 

October 14 at St. Luke Church in Washington, DC (4925 East Capitol Street, SE). The Mass 

begins at 11am and is immediately followed by the "Pray for the Cure" Brunch. Tickets for the 

brunch cost $20 per adult and $5 for any child over 5. There is no charge for children 5 and 

under. You may contact the parish rectory at 202-584-8322 for more information or to purchase 

tickets. 
 

Health Fair at St. Teresa of Avila 

St. Teresa at 1244 V Street S.E., Washington, DC along with Delaware Baptist Church is 

sponsoring a health fair on Saturday, October 13th., 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. The rain date is 

Saturday, October 20th . They are also collaborating with Prevention of Blindness Society at 

the health fair.  If you have any old pairs of eyeglasses that you’re not using, please consider 

donating them.     

 

World Mission Sunday  

the Archdiocese of Washington will celebrate World Mission Sunday on October 21st, which 

reminds us of Our Lord's Great Commission to the Church to go into the whole world to 

proclaim the faith (Matthew 28:19). The World Mission Sunday collection is unique in that it 



 

 

 

   

 

is a global effort for the entire Church. It is a moment each year to provide for the building up 

of over one thousand churches in Asia and Africa, the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin 

America and Europe, an area that covers more than half the territory of the globe. Through the 

work of these churches, and their witness to Christ, the poor receive practical help and 

experience God’s love and mercy that renews hope and peace. 

9th Annual White Mass 

All are welcome to the 9th Annual White Mass, celebrating the gifts of persons with disabilities 

and the Deaf community. This Mass will be celebrated on Sunday, October 28 at 11:30am at 

the Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle 1725 Rhode Island Ave., NW, Washington, DC). It 

is customary to wear white to this Mass to symbolize the dignity shared by all who have been 

baptized into Christ’s body. Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, will be the 

principal celebrant, and Monsignor Charles Pope, pastor of Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian Church 

in Washington, DC, will be the homilist. For more information, contact the Department of 

Special Needs Ministries at 301-853-4560 or 301-200-5430 (VP). Contact by email at 

specialneedsministry@adw.org. 

  

 

 

 

 

October 7, 2018 


