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     Rev.Gregory  Shaffer, Pastor 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm 

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm    

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

October 28, 2018 

At our last men’s group, we discussed the  

 

Recently, I was on Facebook briefly one night and read an article that a friend had 

posted about modern day martyrs.  It was a compilation of tragic but fascinating and 

inspiring stories, most of which I had not heard.  It was more of a perusal on my part 

with the article until I encountered last Sunday’s Gospel in which our Lord talked about 

the martyrdom of the Apostles, and that they would “drink the cup (of martyrdom) that 

I drink”.  Since then, I have searched and searched for that article, but unfortunately to 

no avail.  So, to continue last week’s theme of 21st century martyrdom, here is my own 

compilation (from various news outlets) of amazing stories of faith-filled, heroic 

courage by Catholic men and women today. 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

 

Fr Greg 

-------------------------------------------- 

(www.osv.com) 

On March 4, four members of Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity — Sister 

Anselm, from India; Sisters Margherite and Reginette, from Rwanda; and Sister Judith, 

from Kenya — were brutally murdered by radical Islamic gunmen while caring for the 

elderly in a facility in Aden, Yemen. The gunmen also chained the elderly to their beds 

and murdered them, and they mercilessly slew four local nurses, four security guards 

and three cleaning staff. But the attack had one goal: the deaths of Christian women 

who were giving witness to Christ every day in their lives and who gave the ultimate 

witness to Him in their deaths.  

 

Pope Francis said of these heroic women: “These are the martyrs of today! They may 

not be on the cover of a magazine … [they] may not even make the news, but they gave 

their blood for the Church” (Angelus Address, March 6). Christians are facing global 

persecution on a scale that increasingly dwarfs even the brutal oppression under the 

Roman Empire. Hundreds of millions of Christians live in fear of violence, endure 



 

 

 

   

 

social and political disabilities or know that, any day, they might be arrested or 

murdered simply for proclaiming Jesus Christ as the Son of God. 

 

(www.economist.com) 

Arnaud Beltrame, a police colonel, died of his injuries over the weekend after 

voluntarily taking the place of one of the hostages seized by a fanatical Islamist in a 

small French town. As it happens he was a devout Catholic who devoted much spare 

time to pilgrimages and helping with religious instruction. He won praise of two 

different kinds. Speaking for the French republic, President Emmanuel Macron 

described him as a man who had “fallen as a hero” and deserved “the respect and 

admiration of the entire nation.” In the Catholic circles to which Beltrame belonged, 

another vocabulary was used. He was praised as a man whose self-sacrifice reflected 

the faith that he had eagerly professed since a conversion experience a decade ago. 

Comparisons were made with Maximilian Kolbe, a Polish friar who in 1941 stood in 

for a fellow prisoner, a man with children, whom the Nazis were preparing to execute. 

(www.ucanews.com) 

A Filipino priest killed by still unidentified gunmen last December has been named one 

of this year's "modern Christian martyrs" at a tribute event in Paris on March 16. 

 

The international pastoral aid organization Aid to the Church in Need included Father 

Marcelito Paez among those honored during the "Night of the Witnesses." 

 

First held in 2008, the annual event honors persecuted Christians around the world, 

including priests and religious killed because of their faith and advocacies. 

 

Father Paez's image was placed in Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris with other slain 

church workers, including French priest Jacques Hamel who was killed by an Islamic 

extremist in Normandy in 2016. 

 

Also honored were four Missionaries of Charity nuns who were killed by extremist 

gunmen in Yemen in March 2016. 

 



 

 

 

   

 

Bishop Robert Mallari of San Jose Diocese in the northern Philippines said the tribute 

to Father Paez was a "source of joy for the diocese that is still in mourning his death.”  

 

"Recognition of his martyrdom tells us that he died doing the right things. He risked his 

life for people who needed help," he told ucanews.com. 

 

The 72-year-old priest was shot while on his way home after assisting the release of a 

political prisoner on Dec. 4. 

 

He was known for his human rights advocacy and was a Rural Missionaries of the 

Philippines board member at the time of his death. 

 

Jonathan Luciano, national director of Aid to the Church in Need in the Philippines, 

said Father Paez died a martyr's death even as he "lived his life defending the poor and 

the oppressed." 

 

"He stands as a reminder for us all to live the faith, and to fight for what is right and 

just to the point of death," said Luciano. 

 

In a statement, Marc Fromager, director of Aid to the Church in Need in France, said 

remembering the martyrs once a year is "the very minimum we can do for them." 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK-October 28, 2018 

As Pope Francis has reminded us, it is in living the Beatitudes that we find the path to 

holiness. The Beatitudes are not a list of do's and don'ts. Rather, they are a road map to 

finding our way to others and to the kingdom of God. It is when we enter into the human 

condition with all of its pain and sorrow that we discover again the creative presence of God 

guiding us to greater wholeness. Being poor in spirit? being meek and humble? mourning our 

sorrow and losses and walking with others through theirs ? hungering and thirsting for 

righteousness ? being merciful ? maintaining a clean heart ? pursuing peace ? daily taking up 

the challenge of the Gospel. All bring us into the mystery of humanity and indeed into the 

mystery of God. The pathway to our relationships and the blueprint detailing our 

responsibilities are revealed. Are we ready to roll up our sleeves and get dirty? 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK- Mk 10:46-52 

Jesus attributes his healing of the blind man, Bartimaeus, to the depth of the man's faith. Who 

are the people in your life with strong faith? 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:        Eph 4:32–5:8 Lk 13:10-17 

Tuesday:               Eph 5:21-33 Lk 13:18-21 

Wednesday:      Eph 6:1-9 Lk 13:22-30 

 Thursday:        Rv 7:2-4, 9-14 Mt 5:1-12a 

 Friday        Wis 3:1-9 Jn 6:37-40 

 Saturday:      Phil 1:18b-26 Lk 14:1, 7-11 

                                     Next Sunday:  Dt 6:2-6 Heb 7:23-28 Mk 12:28b-34 

Healing Prayers for: Juanita Watkins, Brenda Ross, Mary James, Dorothy Barlow, Corrina 

Murray, George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne,  Burdell Thomas,  Frederick McNiel, James Anthony 

Murphy,  Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best,  Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, 

Lezeal Rorie, Lillian Taylor,  Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-

Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye 

Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Courtney Barlow, 

, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy 

Sylvester,  Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our 

Homebound Parishioners: Corinne Bachiller, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles 

Green, Pauline Johnson, Barbara Thompson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, 

Viola Walker 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

 

 

    

+=Deceased   AD=Anniversary of Death   BD=Birthday    OMM=One Month Memorial     



 

 

 

   

 

 

Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration “Come Let Us Adore Him”.  Could you commit to one 

hour per week?  Transform your spiritual life and your relationship with Our Lord by 

committing to spend more time with Him. We have Wednesday Adoration of the Blessed 

from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon. 
 

To All Our Visitors Welcome to Assumption Catholic Church. We are glad that you are here!  

To become registered parishioners, please obtain a registration form, from one of our ushers. 

 

All Saints Day 

The Mass for All Saints Day will be celebrated at 12:10 pm and 7:00 pm  

 

All Souls Day Mass 

The Mass for All Souls Day will be celebrated at 12:10 pm and the Memorial Mass at 7:00 

pm 

 

St. Martín de Porres: Prayer and Reflection on His Life 

On Saturday, November 3 from 9-11am at St. Gabriel Church in Washington, DC (26 Grant 

Circle, NW), the archdiocesan Office of Cultural Diversity invites you to a morning of prayer 

and reflection on the life of St. Martin de Porres. This is a bilingual (English & Spanish) 

program that will include a presentation, group discussion, and music. For more information, 

contact culturaldiversity@adw.org. 

 

Assumption Parish Ministry Fair 

We will have a ministry fair on November 11, 2018 

at Community Sunday after the 10:00 Mass.  This 

will be a great time to see the different ministries 

and talk to leader and members. And find a way to 

use the gifts God has blessed you with. 

 

 

Save the Date - Tolton: From Slave to Priest 

Starting Thursday, November 15 through Sunday, November 18, the Archdiocese of 

Washington and the Diocese of Arlington are collaborating to bring the Saint Luke 

Productions play, Tolton: From Slave to Priest, to Bishop Ireton High School (201 

mailto:culturaldiversity@adw.org


 

 

 

   

 

Cambridge Road, Alexandria, VA 22314) for five performances during Black Catholic 

History Month. The play tells the story of Servant of God Father Augustus Tolton, who 

journeyed from slavery to become the first African-American Catholic priest. There is no 

charge for this event, but a free-will offering will be accepted. 

7th Annual Thanksgiving Day Trot for Hunger 

SOME (So Others Might Eat) invites you to join them on Thursday, November 22 for their 

17th Annual Thanksgiving Day Trot for Hunger. As the only Turkey Trot in the District, this 

is a tradition for thousands of area residents and a meaningful way to remember people in 

need on Thanksgiving Day. Proceeds from the 5K benefit thousands of homeless families and 

single adults experiencing poverty, hunger, and homelessness. At Freedom Plaza (corner of 

13th St. & Pennsylvania Ave., NW), the One Mile Little Turkey Fun Run begins at 8:30am; 

the timed 5K Run begins at 9am; and the 5K untimed Run/Walk begins at 9:15am. 

Black Catholic History Month Mass 

The Archdiocese of Washington invites you to the celebration of Mass in honor of Black 

Catholic History Month. The Mass will be held on Saturday, November 10 at 4:30 pm at 

Mount Calvary Church at 6700 Marlboro Pike in Forestville, MD.  

Remember to set your clocks back on Saturday night. 

October 28, 2018                                      


