
 

 

 

   

 

Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3411 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, S.E. 

Washington, DC 20032 

www. info@assumptiondc.org               



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

     Rev.Gregory  Shaffer, Pastor 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm 

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm    

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

October 21, 2018 

At our last men’s group, we discussed the  

 

In today’s Gospel, our Lord says to the Apostles James and John, “The cup that I drink, 

you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized you will be baptized” 

(Mk 10).  He means that their passion and death will be like His, and they will shed 

blood like Him.  In other words, they will be martyrs. We might think that martyrdom 

doesn’t still happen today, and yet the twentieth century went down as the bloodiest 

century ever for Christianity.  And, this century can already be seen as mirroring the 

first century in terms of brutality and paganism.   

 

From www.epicpew.com, here are six stories of modern-day martyrs – men and women 

who “drink the cup that I drink”.  More stories to come next week… 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

 

Fr Greg  

-------------------------------------------- 

Clement Shahbaz Bhatti 

Clement was born in Pakistan in 1968.  He entered into the life of politics and became 

the first Federal Minister for Minorities Affairs in Pakistan.  He regularly spoke against 

the laws concerning Pakistan blasphemy, and was the only Christian to serve on the 

cabinet.  He was labeled a blasphemer of Muhammad. 

 

In 2011, after leaving his mother’s home, Clement’s car was sprayed with a barrage of 

bullets.  He was pronounced dead upon his arrival at the nearby hospital.  Just this past 

March, the Roman Catholic Church opened an investigation into the cause of Clement’s 

canonization.  He has since been declared a Servant of God. 

 

Father Ragheed Ganni  

Father Ragheed Ganni was born in 1972 in Iraq. After studying in Rome, Father Ganni 

requested to be sent back to Iraq to serve his country as a Catholic priest.  As a priest 

who spoke four languages, he worked with “Asia News” as the Pontifical Institute for 



 

 

 

   

 

Foreign Missions Correspondent. One night, after celebrating Mass where his three 

cousins served as deacons, the four men left the Church.  A man approached the group 

and told Father Ganni to shut down the Church, to which he responded, “How can I 

close the house of God?” 

 

All four men were told to convert to Islam or die, and they refused.  They were shot, 

and their bodies placed in a car full of explosives so if anyone attempted to remove the 

bodies, they would be destroyed. Hours later, the police bomb squad disabled the bombs 

and the men were buried… 

 

Father Jacques Hamel 

Jacques Hamel was born in 1930 in France.  At age 28, he was ordained a priest and 

served in the Churches of Notre-Dame de Lourdes, St. Antoine, St. Pierre Les Elbeuf, 

and Saint Etienne du Rouvray.  Along with being a parish priest, he also served on the 

interfaith committee with Mohammed Karabila, who was the president of France’s 

regional council of Muslims. 

 

On July 26, 2016, Father Hamel’s throat was slit in an attempted beheading.  He was 

killed while saying morning Mass.  His killers were two men who claimed allegiance 

to the Islamic State. Roberto Maroni, an Italian politician, asked Pope Francis to 

proclaim Father Hamel a saint immediately. 

 

Father Andrea Santoro 

Born in 1945, Father Andrea Santoro was a Roman Catholic Priest who lived in Turkey.  

He became a member of the Fidei Donum Missionary program, and travleled to Santa 

Maria Church in Trabzon – a Turkish village off the coast of the Black Sea. 

 

He was killed in 2006 by a 16-year-old high school student, who shouted “Allahu 

Akbar” before shooting Father Santoro twice in the back while he was in the church.  

The student told the Turkish police he was retaliating against the Muhammad cartoon 

controversy and the anti-Christian readings that the Turkish press had released... 

 

 

Annalena Tonelli 

Born in 1943 in Italy, Annalena was a lawyer.  At 25 years old, she moved to Africa to 

work with the Committee Against World Hunger, an organization she helped found.  

Later in her life she moved to Borama, where she founded a tuberculosis hospital, 



 

 

 

   

 

whose $20,000 monthly maintenance bills were funded by her friends and family back 

in Italy. 

 

She brought HIV/AIDS patients to the Borama hospital because she believed they 

deserved to be treated like human beings and children of God.  This move was not 

accepted well, and in November 2002, protesters threw stones into the windows of the 

hospital and chanted “Death to Annalena” On October 5, 2003, Annalena was shot in 

the head and killed while working in the hospital she founded. 

 

Sister Leonella Sgorbati  

This Italia sister was born in 1940.  When she was 25, she entered the convent as a 

Consolata Missionary Sister.  She spent years ministering as a missionary sister in 

Kenya, and in 2002 moved to Somalia.  there she worked to open a training center for 

Somalians who wished to become nurses at the only hospital in Somalia. 

 

On September 17, 2006, she was shot as she left the center from teaching nursing 

classes.  Her last words were “I forgive, I forgive, I forgive. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK-October 21, 2018 

Persistence is really a virtue and the face of a strong character. We all have heard stories of 

people who have done incredible things in the presence of obstacles that appear insurmountable. 

These are real stories of real people who have lost limbs or faced other physical challenges. 

They have become amazing athletes and sometimes saints who overcame incredible difficulties 

in order to proclaim God's love and presence. Where there is a strong will, there is a way. What 

do we want Jesus to do for us? Let your faith inspire you to find the courage to love in the face 

of bitterness, the faith to persevere when tempted to give up, and the hope to move forward 

when falling into despair. Jesus saves us from ourselves and gives us the clear vision to see as 

God sees. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK-Mk 10:35-45 

Jesus speaks to his disciples today about the importance of service to others. In what ways do 

you offer service to others in need? 

  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:        Eph 2:1-10 LK 12:13-21 

Tuesday:               Eph 2:12-22 Lk 12:35-38 

Wednesday:      Eph 3:2-12 Lk 12:39-48 

 Thursday:        Eph 3:14-21 Lk 12:49-53 

 Friday        Eph 4:1-6 Lk 12:54-59 

 Saturday:      Eph 4:7-16 Lk 13:1-9 

 Next Sunday:  Jer 31:7-9 Heb 5:1-6 Mk 10:46-52                                                              

 

Healing Prayers for: Juanita Watkins, Brenda Ross, Mary James, Dorothy Barlow, Corrina 

Murray, George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne,  Burdell Thomas,  Frederick McNiel, James Anthony 

Murphy,  Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best,  Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, 

Lezeal Rorie, Lillian Taylor,  Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-

Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye 

Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Courtney Barlow, 

, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy 

Sylvester,  Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our 

Homebound Parishioners: Corinne Bachiller, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles 

Green, Pauline Johnson, Barbara Thompson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, 

Viola Walker 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Friday, October 26, 2018 

Jeff Pastore 

 

 

    

+=Deceased   AD=Anniversary of Death   BD=Birthday    OMM=One Month Memorial     



 

 

 

   

 

Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration “Come Let Us Adore Him”.  Could you commit to one 

hour per week?  Transform your spiritual life and your relationship with Our Lord by 

committing to spend more time with Him. We have Wednesday Adoration of the Blessed 

from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon. 
 

To All Our Visitors Welcome to Assumption Catholic Church. We are glad that you are here!  

To become registered parishioners, please obtain a registration form, from one of our ushers. 

 

Assumption Parish Ministry Fair 

We will have a ministry fair on November 11, 2018 

at Community Sunday after the 10:00 Mass.  This 

will be a great time to see the different ministries and 

talk to leader and members. And find a way to use 

the gifts God has blessed you with. 

 

 

Save the Date - Tolton: From Slave to Priest 

Starting Thursday, November 15 through Sunday, November 18, the Archdiocese of 

Washington and the Diocese of Arlington are collaborating to bring the Saint Luke 

Productions play, Tolton: From Slave to Priest, to Bishop Ireton High School (201 

Cambridge Road, Alexandria, VA 22314) for five performances during Black Catholic 

History Month. The play tells the story of Servant of God Father Augustus Tolton, who 

journeyed from slavery to become the first African-American Catholic priest. There is no 

charge for this event, but a free-will offering will be accepted. 

7th Annual Thanksgiving Day Trot for Hunger 

SOME (So Others Might Eat) invites you to join them on Thursday, November 22 for their 

17th Annual Thanksgiving Day Trot for Hunger. As the only Turkey Trot in the District, this 

is a tradition for thousands of area residents and a meaningful way to remember people in 

need on Thanksgiving Day. Proceeds from the 5K benefit thousands of homeless families and 

single adults experiencing poverty, hunger, and homelessness. At Freedom Plaza (corner of 

13th St. & Pennsylvania Ave., NW), the One Mile Little Turkey Fun Run begins at 8:30am; 

the timed 5K Run begins at 9am; and the 5K untimed Run/Walk begins at 9:15am. 



 

 

 

   

 

Be A Mission Voice! 

Today, with Catholics of the world, we are called to 

offer, at this Eucharistic celebration, our prayers 

and our generous financial support, through The 

Society for the Propagation of the Faith, to continue 

the mission of Jesus. Today we "speak up" through 

our prayers and personal sacrifices for our brothers 

and sisters in the Missions. Your donation no matter 

how small as helps support a catechist for a month 

in Latin America, provides for the work of religious 

Sisters in Africa, and assists children in schools in 

Asia.  As always, your prayers are your most treasured gift to the Missions. Your 

prayers and financial help, offered today, WORLD MISSION SUNDAY, support 

mission priests, religious Sisters and Brothers, and lay catechists who are Christ's 

witnesses to a world so in need of His healing love and peace. 

Black Catholic History Month Mass 

The Archdiocese of Washington invites you to the celebration of 

Mass in honor of Black Catholic History Month. The Mass will be 

held on Saturday, November 10 at 4:30 pm at Mount Calvary 

Church at 6700 Marlboro Pike in Forestville, MD.  

 

 

October 21, 2018 


