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     Rev.Gregory  Shaffer, Pastor 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm    

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

May 27, 2018 
 

 

 

Today’s solemn feast of the Most Holy Trinity is sublime in that we celebrate the 

awesome nature of God in the divine persons of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

When it comes to the Trinity, we know THAT but we don’t know HOW. We know that 

He is Father, Son, and Spirit, based on what He himself has revealed to us. But, we 

don’t know HOW He is three persons and one divine being. This is the greatest and 

most complex mystery of our faith! We can do one simple explanation with the help of 

Bishop Robert Barron.  We know THAT God is love.  Bishop Robert Barron helps us 

to understand HOW: “The Father is the lover, the Son is the beloved, and the Spirit is 

the love between them”.       

We recite from memory the Nicene Creed every Sunday which contains some seriously 

complex statements about the Holy Trinity. Similar to what I said above, we state the 

theology even if we don’t understand it. So, let’s try to understand what we’re saying! 

Let’s do some Trinitarian theology with the help of Catholic Answers.  The following 

is their article “Explaining the Trinity” as found on www.catholic.com. I want you to 

chew on this for some time.  Read it over and over, and take one point at a time. If it’s 

too complex or confusing, then that’s fine.  For example, the four eternal relations of 

God are very difficult to grasp, especially #3.  Don’t get too caught up on them, but 

instead try to digest the paragraphs after which explain them.  

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Council of Florence, 1338-1445 A.D…. taught there is one nature in God, and that 

there are two processions, three persons, and four relations that constitute the Blessed 

Trinity. The Son ‘proceeds’ from the Father, and the Holy Spirit ‘proceeds’ from the 

Father and the Son. These are the two processions in God. And these are foundational 

to the four relations that constitute the three persons in God. These are those four eternal 

relations in God: 

1. The Father actively and eternally generates the Son, constituting the person of God, 

the Father.  



 

 

 

   

 

2. The Son is passively generated of the Father, which constitutes the person of the Son. 

3. The Father and the Son actively spirate the Holy Spirit in the one relation within the 

inner life of God that does not constitute a person. It does not do so because the Father 

and Son are already constituted as persons in relation to each other in the first two 

relations. This is why CCC 240 teaches, “[The Second Person of the Blessed Trinity] 

is Son only in relation to his Father.” 

4. The Holy Spirit is passively spirated of the Father and the Son, constituting the person 

of the Holy Spirit… 

We should take note of the distinction between the "generative" procession that 

constitutes the Son, and the "spirative" procession that constitutes the Holy Spirit. As 

St. Thomas Aquinas explains, and Scripture reveals, the Son is uniquely "begotten" of 

the Father (cf. John 3:16; 1:18). He is also said to proceed from the Father as "the Word" 

in John 1:1. This "generative" procession is one of "begetting," but not in the same way 

a dog "begets" a dog, or a human being "begets" a human being. This is an intellectual 

"begetting," and fittingly so, as a "word" proceeds from the knower while, at the same 

time remaining in the knower. Thus, this procession or begetting of the Son occurs 

within the inner life of God. There are not "two beings" involved; rather, two persons 

relationally distinct, while ever-remaining one in being. 

The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son, but not in a generative sense; 

rather, in a spiration. "Spiration" comes from the Latin word for "spirit" or "breath." 

Jesus "breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit..." (John 20:22). 

Scripture reveals the Holy Spirit as pertaining to "God's love [that] has been poured into 

our hearts" in Romans 5:5, and as flowing out of and identified with the reciprocating 

love of the Father for the Son and the Son for the Father (John 15:26; Rev. 22:1-2). 

Thus, the Holy Spirit's procession is not intellectual and generative, but has its origin 

in God's will and in the ultimate act of the will, which is love. 

As an infinite act of love between the Father and Son, this "act" is so perfect and infinite 

that "it" becomes (not in time, of course, but eternally) a "He" in the third person of the 

Blessed Trinity. This revelation of God's love personified is the foundation from which 

Scripture could reveal to us that "God is love" (I John 4:8). 

God is not revealed to "be" love in any other religion in the world other than Christianity 

because in order for there to be love, there must be a beloved. From all eternity, the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have poured themselves out into each other in an infinite 

act of love, which we, as Christians, are called to experience through faith and the 

sacraments by which we are lifted up into that very love of God itself (Romans 5:1-5). 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK-May 27, 2018 

The love relationship that exists among the Persons of the Holy Trinity is both intense and 

intimate. As beautiful as this teaching is, it demonstrates how human language really pales in 

trying to capture the essence of God. The Father brings us to the creative, powerful, yet gently 

meticulous part of God who has brought mountains and hills into being, as well as each of his 

children. Still the Father is more than this. The Son demonstrates the unconditional love of 

God filled with endless mercy and compassion. This love really understands the journey of 

the marginalized and the poor and has no use for created powers and structures that alienate 

and hurt people. But the Son is even more than this. The Holy Spirit is the breath of God who 

teaches wisdom and brings understanding, who governs the seasons and discerns the thoughts 

of human hearts. Yet the Holy Spirit is still more than this. We worship a God who is beyond 

and also intimately bonded to all that he has made, without whom nothing could be sustained 

in being. Praise the Holy Trinity! 

 QUESTION OF THE WEEK Mt 28:16-20   

Jesus' final command to the disciples before his ascension is to baptize all the nations "in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." How do you see the Church being 

faithful to this command?  

 READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:             1 Pt 1:3-9 Mk 10:17-27 

Tuesday:             1 Pt 1:10-16 Mk 10:28-31  

Wednesday:        1 Pt 1:18-25 Mk 10:32-45 

Thursday:          Zep 3:14-18a Lk 1:39-56 

Friday:          1 Pt 4:7-13 Mk 11:11-26 

Saturday:             Jude 17, 20b-25 Mk 11:27-33  

Next Sunday      Ex 24:3-8  Heb 9:11-15 Mk 14:12-16, 22-26

Healing Prayers for: Delores Abrams, , Sharon Williams, George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne, 

Juanita Watkins, Deacon Ralph Cyrus, Burdell Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, James 

Anthony Murphy,  Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best,  Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele 

Best, Lezeal Rorie, Lillian Taylor,  Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-

Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye 

Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Courtney Barlow, 

Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Pauline 

Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester,  Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, 

June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Corinne Bachiller, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia 

Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Barbara Thompson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, 

Joan Shields, Viola Walker 

ONE MONTH MEMEORIAL MASS CELEBRATIONS AND MASS INTENTIONS 

 

 

All daily Masses are available for Mass Intentions. Please give the office a call  

if you would like to have a Mass offered for someone. 
 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

"No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends." Christians 
are no strangers to sacrifice. Jesus lays down his life for our redemption, martyrs 
remain faithful to the end, and every believer faces "deaths" in the spiritual life when 
love requires a re-ordering of preference and priority. 
 
On Memorial Day, we honor those who laid down their lives for their nation and for 
the values we espouse - freedom, justice, and a better world for our children. In a day 
that often fills with barbeques and boat launches, remember to take some time in 
prayer! Intercede for those who have died and for the loved ones they left behind and 
pray for peace on earth. 

  



 

 

 

   

 

 
Once in a while, there comes someone very 
special like you… who not only serves the church 
and its people faithfully, but who makes of their 
own life a living testimony of Christ’s love. 
Thank You for your many years of devoted and 
caring ministry. 
With prayers of gratitude for your dedicated 
service as a Priest and for sharing so generously 
the gifts you have received from God. God bless 
you on this special day and always.  
               Happy 12th Anniversary 
 

From your Assumption Family 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Congratulations to Our Confirmand’s  
 

 

            Michele Agnus Muganda 
           Juleidy Osorio Fajardo 

           Damare Lamont Dawkins 



 

 

 

   

 

"The harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out 

laborers for his harvest."  

                                                                     Mt 9:37-38 

  

Join your fellow parishioners in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament at the 

“Holy Hour for the intentions of the Ordinandi” and an increase in 

Vocations to the priesthood and Consecrated Life on Wed., June 6, 11 am 

-12 noon.  Unite with parishes throughout the Archdiocese of Washington as 

we anticipate the Ordination of our Priests on June 16! This year’s Ordinandi: 

  

                                  

Deacon Oscar Astigarraga         Deacon Andrew Clyne            Deacon Kevin Fields 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

May 27, 2018 


