
 

 

 

   

 

Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3411 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, S.E.  

Washington, DC 20032 
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Rev.Gregory Shaffer, Pastor 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm 

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm    

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 Third Sunday of Easter  
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As we hear more about the appearances of the Lord in his risen 

body in the Easter readings, we notice a recurring theme – His 

apostles and disciples don’t recognize Him.   Fr. Dwight 

Longenecker tackles this question with some good insights and 

anecdotes in the article below. 

 

May you know the peace of the risen Christ, 

Fr Greg 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

Resurrection: Why Didn’t They Recognize Jesus? 
You must have wondered why the disciples did not recognize Jesus after the 

resurrection. I think there are two basic reasons. 

First, his resurrection body was different than ours. We believe in the bodily 

resurrection of the Lord, but we have to admit that while the stories portray his 

resurrection as being physical, he was not physical as we are physical. 

He’s physical inasmuch as he eats and challenges them to examine his wounds, but his 

physicality is unusual. In the story of the Road to Emmaus he mysteriously appears, 

they don’t recognize him, then he vanishes from their sight. In the Upper Room the 

doors are locked but he appears among them. The suggestion is that he is able to move 

through the doors or walls. 

 

C.S.Lewis has an interesting take on this. In one of his science fiction stories he explains 

about the physicality of angels. They are not less real than this physical world, but more 

real. However, because of our bias and lack of understanding they seem to us to be 



 

 

 

   

 

insubstantial, ethereal and ghostlike. In fact, it is the other way around. It is our physical 

world which is insubstantial compared to them. 

 

He gives this example. Let’s say there is a wall of fog, but you didn’t know it was fog. 

It looked solid and impenetrable to you. Then let’s say a man steps through that wall of 

fog. Because you assumed the wall was substantial and solid you would assume that 

the man was ghostly and insubstantial. In fact, it is the fog that is insubstantial and no 

more than mist. This analogy explains the way angels can move through our physical 

world so easily and is a good explanation for the unusual condition of Jesus’ 

resurrection body. 

 

He was not less real than this physical realm, but after his resurrection he was more real. 

The walls, the roads, the food, the physical stuff of this world seemed to him no more 

than vapors and the wisp of mist or a puff of smoke. This may be why he told Mary 

Magdalene not to touch him. He was too hot to handle. 

So, if this speculation is correct, the resurrected Lord was not recognizable because it 

really was him, but he was existing in a greater dimension of reality and they couldn’t 

see him fully with their mortal eyes. 

 

The second reason they did not recognize him is more mundane and also more 

wonderful. 

It is because he was glorified. He was transformed. His sufferings and trauma were 

over, and he could stand tall. 

The best way I can explain this is to relate an incident that happened to me. 

Before I was ordained, and I was living in England as a layman, I ran a business training 

company and we did some pro bono work helping in prison ministry and assisting in 

retreat-seminars for victims of violent crime. 

 

At one of the seminars for victims of violent crime I met a woman called Betty. She 

was a working-class Englishwoman married to a depressed, unemployed and violent 

alcoholic husband. She had three no good sons. Two were already in jail. The third was 

a violent drunkard. One night he came home from the pub and attacked her and his 

father with an axe and nearly killed all of them. 

Betty was a wreck. Hunched over physically, with a dowdy dress and dreary hair she 

was about as low as a human being could be. Anyway, at the retreat seminar she got 

some support, some help and some advice and she went away determined to make a 

difference. About six months later we had a follow up session. A woman came into the 



 

 

 

   

 

room and gave me a hug. I didn’t recognize her. It was Betty. Her hair was done. She 

was wearing a little make up. She had a new dress and she was standing tall. I laughed 

and said, “Betty! I honestly didn’t recognize you!” 

She said, “You’ll never believe it. I went to the doctor the other day and he said I am 

three inches taller than I was.” She was transformed. All her burdens were lifted, and 

she had found healing. 

 

I think the resurrected Lord was like that, only a million times more. 

He had born all the battle. He carried all the sins in his own body on the tree. His body 

on that grim Friday we call good was racked and torn apart. He was a wreck of a man–

totally broken and battered. 

 

But then when he rose again, he was restored. He was better and brighter and stronger 

and more handsome than he had ever been before. His perfection for having gone 

through the darkness and come out the other side was greater than the perfection by 

which he was first born. 

 

If that is the case–and I am convinced that it was–then where he went is where we are 

called to go… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- May 5, 2019 

If you really want to get to know someone, invite them to dinner. Sharing a meal with 

someone opens up the door to a deeper, more intimate, and more authentic encounter. When 

we gather around a table, we are more vulnerable and are reminded not only of our need for 

food and sustenance, but also the love of friends and community. We are meant to be 

together. Meals can be opportunities not only for authentic meetings, but for healing 

relationships, for understanding one another better, and for renewal. Jesus invites us to dine 

with him once again at today's Eucharist. He receives our pain and blesses our wounds. We 

are forgiven, set straight, renewed, and reconfirmed in our task of discipleship. Love is 

celebrated here again. May we bring that love to those who need it most, especially those we 

may find difficult to love and to those who have hurt us. Share with them the bread of 

compassion and the wine of mercy.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:    Acts 6:8-15 Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday:      Acts 7:51—8:1a Jn 6:30-35 

Wednesday:       Acts 8:1b-8 Jn 6:35-40  

Thursday:         Acts 8:26-40 Jn 6:44-51 

 Friday         Acts 9:1-20 Jn 6:52-59 

 Saturday:       Acts 9:31-42 Jn 6:60-69 

 Next Sunday:   Acts 13:14, 43-52 Rev 7:9, 14b-17  

                                                                   Jn 10:27-30 

Healing Prayers for: Eunice Richmond,  Antainette Johnson, Wanda Harris, Sidney Martin Sr.,  

Kathleen Holly, Edward Briscoe, Dolores Abrams, Barbara Williams, Juanita Watkins, Brenda 

Ross, Mary James, Dorothy Barlow, Corrina Murray, George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne,  Burdell 

Thomas,  Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy,  Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best,  

Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Lillian Taylor,  Veronica Brown, Deacon 

McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, 

Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, 

Brenda Newman, Courtney Barlow, , Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa 

Wilkinson, Dorothy Sylvester,  Darlene Jones, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy 

Our Homebound Parishioners: Burdell Thomas, Corinne Bachiller, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia 

Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Barbara Thompson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, 

Joan Shields, Viola Walker 
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Eucharistic Adoration “Come Let Us Adore Him”.  Could you commit to one hour per week?  

Transform your spiritual life and your relationship with Our Lord by committing to spend more 

time with Him. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament consoles a soul far beyond what the world 

can offer.  (St. Alphonsus Ligouri) We have Wednesday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon. 

To All Our Visitors Welcome to Assumption Catholic Church. We are glad that you are here!  

To become registered parishioners, please obtain a registration form, from one of our ushers. 

 

                              Congratulations to Our Frist Holy Communicants 

 

                        Johana Osorio Mendez 
                         Jesus Osorio Mendez 

                      Saul Alexander Bran Cruz 
 

                                    Blessings to you all from your Assumption Family 

 

 

 

  

Archbishop Gregory will become the seventh archbishop of 

Washington and the first African-American prelate to serve in that 

role. He will be installed as the archbishop of Washington on May 

21 at 1:30 PM at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 

Immaculate Conception. 400 Michigan Avenue N.E, Washington.  

Guest are asked to be seated on later than 1:15 PM.   

 



 

 

 

   

 

Before you get your Drink on… 

   
Cinco de Mayo (pronounced [ˈsiŋko ðe 

ˈmaʝo] in Latin America, Spanish for 

"Fifth of May") is an annual celebration 

held on May 5. The date is observed to 

commemorate the Mexican Army's victory 

over the French Empire at the Battle of 

Puebla, on May 5, 1862, under the 

leadership of General Ignacio Zaragoza. 

 

DC PADRES FIRST GAME of 2019  

The DC Padres, a baseball team consisting entirely of Catholic priests and seminarians, will 

play their first game of the 2019 season Sunday, May 12, against St. Mary’s Ryken High 

School, at the Regency Furniture (Blue Crabs) Stadium in Waldorf. The Padres game begins 

shortly after the 2:05 PM Blue Crabs game ends (i.e. ~5:00-5:15 PM).  

Tickets are $4 each (with flyer) at the stadium; cost covers both Blue Crabs and DC Padres 

games. See www.dcpadres.com or DC Padres Facebook page for details. Mark your calendar 

and tell your friends. Let’s fill the stadium in support of our priests and seminarians! 

 

PARISH RETREAT!  Last year's retreat was very well received by those who attended, so we 

will offer a similar experience from June 14-16, 2019.  The retreat will again be held at the 

Priest Field Pastoral Center in Kearneysville, WV, which provides a beautiful, peaceful and 

quiet setting.  The weekend will include prayer, discussions, rest, and excellent meals. The cost 

will be $100.00.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church for all those who are 

interested.  Please visit the retreat center website at priestfield@dwc.org.   

 

May 5, 2019 

mailto:priestfield@dwc.org

