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3411 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, S.E.  

Washington, DC 20032 

www.assumptiondc.org               



 

 

 

   

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Rev.Gregory Shaffer, Pastor 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm 

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm    

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 Sixth Sunday of Easter  
May 26, 2019 

 

I haven’t subscribed to the Washington Post for 

years because its numerous attacks on the Catholic 

Church made it unreadable and unsupportable.  While I do miss the sports section (!), I 

don’t miss stories like the one that you probably read in the metro section recently about 

Georgetown Visitation School. The article in the paper highlighted a letter from Sister 

Mary Berchmans, the school’s president emerita, saying that the school’s alumnae 

magazine will publish announcements of same-sex unions (involving alumnae).  Sister 

wrote, “The Church is clear in its teaching on same-sex marriages. But it is equally 

clear in its teaching that we are all children of God, that we each have dignity and are 

worthy of respect and love.”   She referred to these two teachings as a “contradiction”, 

and that she prayed about it before deciding to publish the announcements.  According 

to the Post, the Archdiocese of Washington “said in a statement that it was not aware 

of the school’s decision before the letter from Berchmans was sent”.   

 

With deserved respect to Sister who has faithfully served the Lord for almost 70 years 

as a consecrated religious, not consulting the Church about this was a tragic mistake for 

her and all those affected by her decision.  The Holy Spirit runs the Church, and is the 

One behind the teachings on marriage and love.  The Spirit does not contradict 

Himself.  His teachings through the Church complement each other like pieces in a 

jigsaw puzzle.  The contradiction in this sad story, unfortunately, is Sister’s action.  It 

contradicts her own teachings of the past 60+ years, Revelation, Tradition, nature, and 

reason.  She was one of the wise virgins (Matthew 25) who was vigilant for Christ on 

this issue for so many years, but has become one of the foolish virgins who left her post. 

 

Two local priests who are more than intelligent than I have written about her decision, 

and here are some of their comments.     

 

The school’s director of communication, in an article published Monday in 

the Washington Post, calls the reaction “overwhelmingly and 

heartwarmingly positive.” Undoubtedly the Georgetown Visitation Sisters 

will be hailed by many as courageous and compassionate in making this 

decision. In today’s moral climate, however, this decision is anything but 

courageous or compassionate. It is far more comfortable to acquiesce in the 



 

 

 

   

 

wisdom of the age than to courageously rebel against it. And it is not 

compassionate to approve, even implicitly, sexual behavior that imperils 

the immortal souls of so many of our brothers and sisters. 

 

As every parent knows, love sometimes hurts. Christian teachings on 

marriage and sexuality, so clearly taught by the Church from her earliest 

days, are challenging – even painful – to so many today. By almost any 

metric, popular support for same-sex unions and for progressive views on 

gender and sexuality is growing in all religious groups. But sanctimonious 

allusions to love untethered to the truth of human flourishing, unmoored 

from virtue and holiness, do not help souls but rather lull them into a 

dangerous state of complacency – especially when such claims are 

advanced by those with greater responsibility, such as venerable religious 

sisters. “It is best not to marry the ‘spirit of the age,’” the adage goes, 

“because you might end up a widower.” After the soothing accolades have 

died away, we will all still face Jesus. He paid a high price for our souls, 

and it is not wise to be among those who “cause one of these little ones to 

sin.” 

 

Rev. Carter Griffin 

http://m.ncregister.com 

 

…Before I comment further, let me say that there are few, if any, Catholic 

figures in our area more widely known and revered than Sister 

Berchmans. In my mind she has always been an inspiring figure of 

presence and dignity. But this only adds to the concern that this 

compromise will more widely sow confusion and endanger souls…. 

 

Sister, I am sure this decision takes a lot of pressure off of you, secures the 

financial fortune of your 220 year-old academy, and will make you the 

toast of the town. But is it worth becoming toast? And worse leading 

others to the same? Sister, you have beautifully given yourself to God and 

our Church in consecrated life for 70 years and have done so much good. 

For this I offer my highest admiration. Why betray it now? 

 

- Msgr. Edward Filardi 

http://bulletins.discovermass.com 

http://m.ncregister.com/
http://bulletins.discovermass.com/


 

 

 

   

 

 

 

As I said at daily Mass last Wednesday, it is no fun for priests and preachers to call out 

the fruitless branches of others on the vine of Christ (John 15), especially a Sister. 

Unfortunately, though, it’s necessary.  It’s necessary to address the fruitless branch of 

same-sex marriage (which is fruitless because it cannot produce the fruit of children) 

and those who support and celebrate it. 

 

 

May you know the peace of the risen Christ, 

 

Fr Greg   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
When Jesus and his disciples are 

said to be in the world but not of 

the world, the meaning is clear 

enough. Although they live in the 

world, they are not worldly, they 

do not subscribe to the present 

values and standards of the world. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- May 26, 2019 

To listen openly and be willing to dialogue are the most effective ways to discern how to solve 

a problem. We must be open to the Holy Spirit and, under his guidance, allow our opinions to 

be challenged and changed. Learning to trust the active work of the Holy Spirit in all things 

releases us from fear and brings us closer to living in the peace Jesus promised. Scripture, 

Church teaching and practice, the wisdom of others in our community, our relationship with 

God, and the promptings and stirrings of our hearts all have to be weighed when making 

important decisions. This is how the Holy Spirit keeps us faithful to Christ and the Gospel and 

the way the Church brings resolution to questions that inevitably arise.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:    Acts 16:11-15 Jn 15:26—16:4a 

Tuesday:      Acts 16:22-34 Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday:       Acts 17:15, 22—18:1 Jn 16:12-15 

Thursday:         Acts 18:1-8 Jn 16:16-20 

 Friday         Zep 3:14-18a Lk 1:39-56  

 Saturday:       Acts 18:23-28 Jn 16:23b-28 

 Next Sunday:   Acts 1:1-11 Eph 1:17-23 Lk 24:46-53  

                             

Healing Prayers for: Eunice Richmond,  Antainette Johnson, Wanda Harris, Sidney Martin Sr.,  

Kathleen Holly, Edward Briscoe, Dolores Abrams, Barbara Williams, Juanita Watkins, Brenda 

Ross, Mary James, Dorothy Barlow, Corrina Murray, George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne,  Burdell 

Thomas,  Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy,  Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best,  

Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Lillian Taylor,  Veronica Brown, Deacon 

McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, 

Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, 

Brenda Newman, Courtney Barlow, , Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa 

Wilkinson, Dorothy Sylvester,  Darlene Jones, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy 

Our Homebound Parishioners: Burdell Thomas, Corinne Bachiller, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia 

Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Barbara Thompson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, 

Joan Shields, Viola Walker 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

  

 

 

   
+=Deceased   AD=Anniversary of Death   BD=Birthday OMM=One Month Memorial     



 

 

 

   

 

  

Eucharistic Adoration “Come Let Us Adore Him”.  Could you commit to one hour per week?  

Transform your spiritual life and your relationship with Our Lord by committing to spend more 

time with Him. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament consoles a soul far beyond what the world 

can offer.  (St. Alphonsus Ligouri) We have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 11:00 

am to 12:00 noon on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  

To All Our Visitors Welcome to Assumption Catholic Church. We are glad that you are here!  

To become registered parishioners, please obtain a registration form, from one of our ushers. 

PARISH RETREAT!  Just a reminder the cost of $100.00 for the retreat is due by May 31st .  

Please visit the retreat center website at priestfield@dwc.org. It will be a great time. 
 

Prayer for the Fallen                                     
 

God our creator and sustainer, 

today our country brings to our memory 

those who have defended this nation in times of trouble. 

 

They have sacrificed their lives to protect our shores 

from those who would limit our freedoms 

or enslave us to ways that are against your will. 

Bring all those who have died in service to our country 

into your heavenly presence. 

 

We humbly call down your blessing on those still serving;  

and those who have served, grant your heavenly protection  

to these men and women, and open your Sacred Heart  

to give them peace and comfort. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Daily Mass for Monday, May 27th 

will be at 10:00 am 

The church office will be closed 

mailto:priestfield@dwc.org


 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Master Andre’ Wilson  

Who will be Baptized on Sunday, June 2nd at the 

10:00 Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Archdiocese of Washington Bi- Annual Juneteenth Celebration on Saturday 15, 2019 

10:00am – 3:00pm at St. Joseph Catholic Church 2020 St. Joseph Drive Largo 20774 

 
To learn more about the event contact: Jewel Russell 240-547-8009 

jewel.russell11@gmail.com 
 

  

 

 May 19, 2019 


