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3411 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, S.E.  

Washington, DC 20032 
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Rev.Gregory Shaffer, Pastor 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm 

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm    

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 Fifth Sunday of Easter  
May 19, 2019 

 

 

This Tuesday is the installation Mass for Archbishop Wilton Gregory.  It will be at 2 

pm at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  If you plan 

on attending, I would suggest getting there early as it will be very crowded!  In fact, it 

was moved from the Cathedral in order to accommodate the large amount of people.  

Hopefully there will be a large amount of priests there to concelebrate which I am 

planning on doing. If you are not able to attend, please say a prayer for the new 

archbishop and for the archdiocese. 

 

It is exciting to welcome a new shepherd of our local church!  Obviously, Christ is the 

Good Shepherd, but we know that He has appointed men to “tend his sheep” for the 

past 2,000 years.  Archbishop Gregory will be the seventh shepherd of the 

Archdiocese of Washington, and the first black archbishop we’ve ever had.  Most 

likely, he will be the first African American cardinal in the United States.  Exciting! 

 

Our seminarian, Jimmy Morgan, met His Excellency weeks ago in Rome.  He emailed 

me and wrote that he was “very personable and relaxed”.  This is very encouraging as 

I have heard this about Archbishop Gregory from several people.  One of my hopes in 

getting a new archbishop has been to get someone who is approachable for priests and 

people, and someone who is personable.  It makes a big difference for us priests to 

have an archbishop with whom we can talk and get advice or support.  The personal 

touch is huge for any of us, but especially in the realm of spiritual fathers.  A bishop 

or archbishop is certainly a spiritual father to his priests.  This why I was hoping that 

the Lord would send us a shepherd after His own heart, someone who would shepherd 

the priests as well as the people. In his opening press conference, Archbishop Gregory 

said that he will be spending less time at the Pastoral Center and more time with the 

priests and people of Washington.  Music to our ears! 



 

 

 

   

 

 

As a follow-up to that point, Archbishop Gregory has already scheduled meetings 

with groups of priests.  I will be attending the meeting closest to us in early June.  I 

presume it will be a chance for each of us to speak directly to His Excellency.  What 

is on my heart now is to say to him either privately or publicly, “my parish and I 

welcome you to Washington, and welcome the words you have already said about 

being with the priests and people and telling the truth.  We are praying that you are 

true to Christ and to your own words”.   He knows the weight of his words given the 

recent history with his predecessors.  In fact, I think he chose to say “I will speak the 

truth” specifically to address the recent history with his predecessors.  Even if I or one 

of the priests doesn’t say it, it is understood that we DC Catholics have been 

tremendously hurt by recent archbishops who either didn’t speak or live the truth.  We 

need you to be honest and authentic, Archbishop Gregory! 

 

We have been through a lot in the past year, but with a new archbishop we can look 

forward with hope.  Even though it’s a 71-year-old face, it’s a new and fresh face for 

our archdiocese and country.  Given his age, I don’t expect him to be here longer than 

4 years (retirement age for bishops is 75).  I don’t know how many major changes he 

would implement anyway.  We are blessed with a vibrant archdiocese with parishes, 

schools, seminary, vocations, and special ministries doing reasonably well in a 

difficult time in the Church.  In my opinion, his main points of focus need to be 1) 

restoring trust and confidence in his Office and 2) rebuilding a strong presbyterate 

(priests).  These two points can’t be accomplished in only 4 years or only by him.  In 

fact, it probably won’t be until the next generation of bishops that will see real, lasting 

and fruitful signs of renewal and cleansing in our Church.  We can hope and pray that 

Archbishop Gregory will be the linchpin locally until that much needed time. 

 

 

 May you know the peace of the risen Christ, 

 

  Fr Greg 

 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- May 12, 2019 

How do people know that you are a disciple of Jesus Christ? Some folks prefer to keep their 

faith a secret and rarely mention their belief in Jesus. Others are more vocal and readily tell 

people that they are Christian. For Jesus, there is another way to recognize whether one is a 

disciple. He tells his friends that all will know they are disciples if they have love for one 

another. The love to which Jesus calls us to is not just an earthly love. It's not just about doing 

nice things for people or even keeping positive thoughts about others. Jesus' love is divine love. 

Put simply, Jesus became human so that we can become divine. We are called to look at the 

world, people, and ourselves as God does. This requires unconditional compassion and a whole 

lot of mercy and forgiveness. We cannot do this alone. That is why the risen Christ remains 

with us, especially through the Eucharist, to help us become who he is. If done correctly, there 

will be no question about who has our allegiance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:    Acts 14:5-18 Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday:      Acts 14:19-28 Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday:       Acts 15:1-6 Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday:         Acts 15:7-21 Jn 15:9-11 

 Friday         Acts 15:22-31 Jn 15:12-17 

 Saturday:       Acts 16:1-10 Jn 15:18-21 

 Next Sunday:   Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 Rev 21:10-14, 22-23  

                             Jn 14:23-29    

                             

Healing Prayers for: Eunice Richmond,  Antainette Johnson, Wanda Harris, Sidney Martin Sr.,  

Kathleen Holly, Edward Briscoe, Dolores Abrams, Barbara Williams, Juanita Watkins, Brenda 

Ross, Mary James, Dorothy Barlow, Corrina Murray, George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne,  Burdell 

Thomas,  Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy,  Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best,  

Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Lillian Taylor,  Veronica Brown, Deacon 

McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, 

Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, 

Brenda Newman, Courtney Barlow, , Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa 

Wilkinson, Dorothy Sylvester,  Darlene Jones, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy 

Our Homebound Parishioners: Burdell Thomas, Corinne Bachiller, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia 

Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Barbara Thompson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, 

Joan Shields, Viola Walker 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

  

 

 

   
+=Deceased   AD=Anniversary of Death   BD=Birthday OMM=One Month Memorial     



 

 

 

   

 

Pray for our Ordinandi 
Archdiocese of Washington Priest Ordination Class of 2019 

                           

      
John          Joseph         Brendan        Christian       Ebuka           Stefan  

Benson         Cwik           Glasgow        Huebner       Mbanude      Megyery 

                                               

     
Patrick          Benjamin      Jan               Michael  

Mullan          Petty             Pietryga       Russo 

 

"The harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few;  

so, ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for 

his harvest."  

                                                   Mt 9:37-38 
 

You are invited to pray for those being ordained on  

Saturday, June 15, 2019 to the priesthood  

Join your fellow parishioners   

Here at Assumption  
Come pray in front of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

In Thanksgiving to God 

Wednesday, June 12, 2019 

11:00 AM – 12:00 Noon 



 

 

 

   

 

  

 

Eucharistic Adoration “Come Let Us Adore Him”.  Could you commit to one hour per week?  

Transform your spiritual life and your relationship with Our Lord by committing to spend more 

time with Him. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament consoles a soul far beyond what the world 

can offer.  (St. Alphonsus Ligouri) We have Wednesday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon. 

To All Our Visitors Welcome to Assumption Catholic Church. We are glad that you are here!  

To become registered parishioners, please obtain a registration form, from one of our ushers. 

 

Archdiocese of Washington Bi- Annual 

Juneteenth Celebration 

SATURDAY JUNE 15, 2019 

10:00AM – 3:00PM 

 
ST JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH 

2020 ST. JOSEPH DRIVE 

LARGO, MARYLAND 20774 

Thank You 

 
Art Contest:  Picture representing “the many faces of   Freedom: Artwork must be 

submitted by June 1.    

Tickets are currently on sale: Adults $5.00, Children $2.00 Please see any 

member of “Sisters in the Spirit” for tickets Money can be mailed to:  PO Box 

4373, Capitol Heights, MD 20791 

 

To learn more about the event contact: Jewel Russell 240-547-8009 

jewel.russell11@gmail.com 



 

 

 

   

 

Assumption Family… 

 

Warmly, sincerely, and gratefully, 

too, this message is coming today, 

and along with a thank you, it’s 

bringing a wish that life’s happiest 

things come your way. 

God Bless You All!    Carolyn D Poston 

 
 On this Tuesday Archbishop Gregory will become the seventh 

archbishop of Washington and the first African American prelate 

to serve in that role. He will be installed as the archbishop of 

Washington on May 21 at 1:30 PM at the Basilica of the National 

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. 400 Michigan Avenue N.E, 

Washington.  Guest are asked to be seated on later than 1:15 PM

 

PARISH RETREAT!  Just a reminder the cost of $100.00 for the retreat is due by May 31st .  

Please visit the retreat center website at priestfield@dwc.org. It will be a great time. 

 

  

 

 

 May 19, 2019 

mailto:priestfield@dwc.org

