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Rev.Gregory Shaffer, Pastor 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm 

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm    

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 



 

 

 

   

 

 

Easter Sunday 

The Resurrection of the Lord 

April 21, 2019 

 

 

Christ is risen! All of us at Assumption and the Pope Francis Outreach Center wish 

you and your family a blessed Easter.  Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!   

The Resurrection of Christ is paramount in our faith for many reasons. St Paul wrote, 

“if Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain” (1 Cor 15:17). The Resurrection is 

the fundamental reason we believe that Jesus is the Son of God, sent by the Father to 

save us and give us life.  It is also the main indicator that the Almighty is a living 

God.  When our Lord says, “He is not God of the dead, but of the living” (Lk 20:38), 

it is in the discussion about resurrection.  He is not just a God who exists.  He is very 

much a part of this world and our lives.  In fact, the Lord adds “for to him all are 

alive” to Lk 20:38.    

Last weekend, many of us celebrated the amazing victory of Tiger Woods at the 

Masters golf tournament.  It’s kind of like the Super Bowl of golf.  It was also an 

experience of resurrection.  We all know that Tiger had suffered personally, 

physically, and probably even spiritually for many years, some of which was self-

inflicted.  He fell hard from #1 in the world, and his career went dormant.  We might 

even say the old Tiger on the course was “dead”.  He was playing in tournaments but 

was merely existing as a golfer.  Along these lines, we can say that last Sunday’s 

victory at the Masters is the evidence that Tiger is “living” again.  Millions of people 

around the world now believe it because of this one event and are already predicting 

his return to dominance.  The resurrection aspect of this win is what makes it so 

compelling and powerful.  Tiger Woods is very much a part of the golfing world and 

the lives of millions. 

Of course, I am not trying to put Tiger on the level of our Lord in any way.  He is a 

human being like all of us.  We’ve all had resurrection experiences in some way and 

they all point us to the Resurrection of Christ. We’ve all known something that was 



 

 

 

   

 

once dead – like our faith, our marriage, our family life – and now it is alive again.  

And, we can point to evidence, usually one event that changed it all. To make the 

incredible claim of some kind of life-after-death experience requires significant 

evidence.  Our experiences of resurrection are usually spiritual or personal.  For Tiger, 

it is professional.  For our Lord, it was physical!  This is what separates Christ from 

Tiger Woods or any other person who has ever lived.  

The most incredible claim in the history of the world is that the body of Jesus Christ 

was once dead and is now alive.  And, here is the significant evidence: 

 

Empty tomb 

This may seem to be obvious evidence to us, but it was the first indication of the 

Resurrection to the disciples.  How shocked must they have been to find the tomb of 

Christ to be empty! And, what hope it must have given them...hope at first sight! 

There is an excellent book, "Made for More", by Curtis Martin which treats all of the 

conspiracy theories regarding the empty tomb. Martin concludes that the only logical 

theory about the empty tomb is the one presented in the Gospels and believed by 

Christians for 2,000 years. 

Testimony of witnesses 

The word of those who were there at the tomb is very significant evidence.  This isn't 

just about the spoken testimony that the tomb was empty and that they saw Christ in 

His risen body.  This is more about the testimony of their lives after the 

Resurrection.  They devoted themselves to spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ, with 

many of them dying for the cause.  And, none of them ever recanted his or her 

testimony! The Resurrection of Christ changed them forever, and that fact is very 

meaningful evidence. 

 

Other Christians 

It's been said that the biggest reason people become Christian is other Christians. This 

makes total sense if we are showing the joy of the risen Christ...it's a joy that the 

world cannot give.  If we really believe that Christ is risen from the dead, then our 



 

 

 

   

 

lives will be evidence of the Resurrection to those around us.  We will show that God 

lives! We will show that Jesus is the Son of God, and that we need to follow 

everything He says.  We will show that He is alive and well in the Catholic Church, 

especially in the Eucharist.  People will see it on our faces, in our eyes, and hopefully 

in our virtue. Christ lives! 

May you know the peace of the risen Christ, 

 

Fr Greg    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- April 21, 2019 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! We are called, by how we live our lives, to celebrate the risen Christ. 

How do we do that? Our faith in the resurrection gathers us here today to celebrate this 

incredible event. The good news is that the doors of eternity are open! We can now understand 

that the fullness of who we are will be discovered when we one day meet God face-to-face in 

heaven. Our faith in the truth of who God is and who we are affects how we live our lives and 

the decisions we make. We are called to love our neighbor...to love those who hurt us...to work 

on behalf of the poor and the weak...to be people of justice, integrity, and hope... to practice 

compassion and mercy above anything else. Our lives are meant to be oriented around the axis 

of the Gospel. Are they? 
                                                                                                            Source   LPi                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:    Acts 2:14, 22-33 Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday:      Acts 2:36-41 Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday:       Acts 3:1-10 Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday:         Acts 3:11-26 Lk 24:35-48 

 Friday         Acts 4:1-12 Jn 21:1-14 

 Saturday:       Acts 4:13-21 Mk 16:9-15 

 Next Sunday:   Acts 5:12-16 Rev 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19  

                               Jn 20:19-31 

                                                                                                                                       

Healing Prayers for: Eunice Richmond,  Antainette Johnson, Wanda Harris, Sidney Martin Sr.,  

Kathleen Holly, Edward Briscoe, Dolores Abrams, Barbara Williams, Juanita Watkins, Brenda 

Ross, Mary James, Dorothy Barlow, Corrina Murray, George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne,  Burdell 

Thomas,  Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy,  Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best,  

Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Lillian Taylor,  Veronica Brown, Deacon 

McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, 

Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, 

Brenda Newman, Courtney Barlow, , Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa 

Wilkinson, Dorothy Sylvester,  Darlene Jones, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy 

Our Homebound Parishioners: Corinne Bachiller, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles 

Green, Pauline Johnson, Barbara Thompson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, 

Viola Walker 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

  

 

 

   
+=Deceased   AD=Anniversary of Death   BD=Birthday OMM=One Month Memorial     



 

 

 

   

 

 

Eucharistic Adoration “Come Let Us Adore Him”.  Could you commit to one hour per week?  

Transform your spiritual life and your relationship with Our Lord by committing to spend more 

time with Him. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament consoles a soul far beyond what the world 

can offer.  (St. Alphonsus Ligouri) We have Wednesday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon. 

To All Our Visitors Welcome to Assumption Catholic Church. We are glad that you are here!  

To become registered parishioners, please obtain a registration form, from one of our ushers. 

 
 

PARISH RETREAT!  Last year's retreat was very well received by those who attended, so 

we will offer a similar experience from June 14-16, 2019.  The retreat will again be held at the 

Priest Field Pastoral Center in Kearneysville, WV, which provides a beautiful, peaceful and 

quiet setting.  The weekend will include prayer, discussions, rest, and excellent meals. The 

cost will be $100.00.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church for all those who are 

interested.  Please visit the retreat center website at priestfield@dwc.org.   
Men’s Discernment Dinner Sunday, May 19, 2019 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

All single men, college age and up, who are practicing Catholics are invited to attend a Men’s 

Discernment Dinner held at Saint John Paul II Seminary. The evening will include Mass, 

dinner, and a chance to discuss the priesthood with priests, seminarians, and other young men 

from the Washington D.C. area. If you have any questions, please contact Fr. Mark Ivany, 

Director of Priest Vocations, at 202-636-9020 or vocations@adw.org. Register online at 

www.DCpriest.org 

Easter Octave Concert 
The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception invites you to 
attend the annual Easter Octave Organ Recital on Sunday, April 28th at 6:00PM 
in the Great Upper Church This event is free and open to the public and no tickets 
or reservations are required. The Basilica offers free parking and is conveniently 
located within walking distance of the Brookland-CUA Station of Metro's Red 
Line.  

"We hope you follow us on Facebook @assumptionchurchdc to stay 

up to date on parish announcements, homily podcasts, faith formation 

and Catholic links of interest as well as liturgical reflections.  If you 

have something you think would be appropriate for our FB page you can message 

webmaster@assumptiondc.org 

mailto:priestfield@dwc.org
mailto:vocations@adw.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=73970186&msgid=633798&act=MMSB&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcpriest.org%2F


 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Easter Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Good and gracious heavenly Father, 

we come before you on this Easter Sunday 

with full and grateful hearts for the gift of 

the Paschal Mystery that you showed us 

in the life, death, and resurrection of your Son, 

our brother by adoption, Jesus Christ. 

 

Bless us and all those who profess belief in your 

saving love. 

Bless also those who have yet to profess belief in you. 

You are God for all. 

We ask all this in Christ's name. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 21, 2019 


