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Rev.Gregory  Shaffer, Pastor 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm 

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm    

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Feast of the  

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

December 30, 2018 

 

At our last men’s group, we discussed the 

The following is taken from the Office of Readings (Liturgy of 

the Hours) for the Feast of the Holy Family: 

 

From an address by Blessed Paul VI, pope 
(Nazareth, January 5, 1964) 

 

Nazareth, a model 

 

“Nazareth is a kind of school where we may begin to discover what Christ’s life was 

like and even to understand his Gospel. Here we can observe and ponder the simple 

appeal of the way God’s Son came to be known, profound yet full of hidden meaning. 

And gradually we may even learn to imitate him. 

 

Here we can learn to realize who Christ really is. And here we can sense and take 

account of the conditions and circumstances that surrounded and affected his life on 

earth: the places, the tenor of the times, the culture, the language, religious customs, 

in brief, everything which Jesus used to make himself known to the world. Here 

everything speaks to us, everything has meaning. Here we can learn the importance of 

spiritual discipline for all who wish to follow Christ and to live by the teachings of his 

Gospel. 

 

How I would like to return to my childhood and attend the simple yet profound school 

that is Nazareth! How wonderful to be close to Mary, learning again the lesson of the 

true meaning of life, learning again God’s truths. But here we are only on pilgrimage. 



 

 

 

   

 

Time presses and I must set aside my desire to stay and carry on my education in the 

Gospel, for that education is never finished. But I cannot leave without recalling, 

briefly and in passing; some thoughts I take with me from Nazareth. 

 

First, we learn from its silence. If only we could once again appreciate its great value. 

We need this wonderful state of mind, beset as we are by the cacophony of strident 

protests and conflicting claims so characteristic of these turbulent times. The silence 

of Nazareth should teach us how to meditate in peace and quiet, to reflect on the 

deeply spiritual, and to be open to the voice of God’s inner wisdom and the counsel of 

his true teachers. Nazareth can teach us the value of study and preparation, of 

meditation, of a well-ordered personal spiritual life, and of silent prayer that is known 

only to God. 

 

Second, we learn about family life. May Nazareth serve as a model of what the family 

should be. May it show us the family’s holy and enduring character and exemplify its 

basic function in society: a community of love and sharing, beautiful for the problems 

it poses and the rewards it brings, in sum, the perfect setting for rearing children—and 

for this there is no substitute. 

 

Finally, in Nazareth, the home of a craftsman’s son, we learn about work and the 

discipline it entails. I would especially like to recognize its value—demanding yet 

redeeming—and to give it proper respect. I would remind everyone that work has its 

own dignity. On the other hand, it is not an end in itself. Its value and free character, 

however, derive not only from its place in the economic system, as they say, but 

rather from the purpose it serves. 

 

In closing, may I express my deep regard for people everywhere who work for a 

living. To them I would point out their great model, Christ their brother, our Lord and 

God, who is their prophet in every cause that promotes their well-being.” 

Christ is born! 

Fr Greg 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- December 30, 2018 

Families are complicated systems. They can be the most transforming or the most hurtful of 

experiences. Our families of origin have a huge claim on who we are and who we will become. 

While families need to help us fulfill some of our human needs, this cannot be their sole purpose 

or focus. Healthy and happy families consist of folks who always have their eyes on the needs 

and best interests of the other individuals who make up their family unit. We live in the greater 

family of the world, which is also God's family. It can't only be about us. We must focus our 

gaze on the needs and well-being of our brothers and sisters. This whole seeing allows us to see 

others as God sees them. The Holy Family is the perfect example of how all families can work: 

our families of origin, the families in which we now find ourselves, and the family of our world. 

May we look to their example in helping us fine-tune our systems of family life so that God's 

presence can truly be revealed in and through them!.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:  1 Jn 2:18-21 n 1:1-18 

Tuesday:      Nm 6:22-27 Lk 2:16-21 

Wednesday:       1 Jn 2:22-28 Jn 1:19-28 

Thursday:         1 Jn 2:29–3:6 Jn 1:29-34 

 Friday         1 Jn 3:7-10 Jn 1:35-42 

 Saturday:       1 Jn 3:11-21 Jn 1:43-51 

 Next Sunday:   Is 60:1-6 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 Mt 2:1-12 

                  
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

 

 

   
+=Deceased   AD=Anniversary of Death   BD=Birthday OMM=One Month Memorial     

Healing Prayers for: Willie Poston, Kathleen Holly, Edward Briscoe, Dolores Abrams, Barbara 

Williams, Juanita Watkins, Brenda Ross, Mary James, Dorothy Barlow, Corrina Murray, George 

Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne,  Burdell Thomas,  Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy,  Earnest 

Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best,  Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Lillian 

Taylor,  Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones 

Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, 

Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Courtney Barlow, , Benjamin Davis, 

Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester,  Darlene 

Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound 

Parishioners: Corinne Bachiller, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline 

Johnson, Barbara Thompson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Viola Walker 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 
 



 

 

 

   

 

Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration “Come Let Us Adore Him”.  Could you commit to one 

hour per week?  Transform your spiritual life and your relationship with Our Lord by 

committing to spend more time with Him. We have Wednesday Adoration of the Blessed 

from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon. 

To All Our Visitors Welcome to Assumption Catholic Church. We are glad that you are here!  

To become registered parishioners, please obtain a registration form, from one of our ushers. 
         ____________________________________________________________________ 

Community Sunday’s Schedule for 2019 

January -Bereavement    July – Ushers 

February – Choir    August – Young Senior’s 

March – Knights of St. Jerome   September – Fr. John 

April – Lectors      October – Men’s Group 

May – No Community Sunday   November – Young Adults 

June – Sodality     December - Eucharistic Ministers 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 

Youth Rally and Mass for Life, January 18, 2019 ~ Capital One Arena, Wash. D.C. 

 



 

 

 

   

 

                                                       

O Holy Family of Nazareth December 30, 2018 

O Holy Family of Nazareth, community of love of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, model and ideal of 

every Christian family, to you we entrust our families. Open the heart of every family to the 

faith, to welcoming the Word of God, to Christian witness, so that it becomes a source of new 

and holy vocations. Touch the hearts of parents, so that with prompt charity, wise care, and 

loving devotion they be for their sons and daughters sure guides towards spiritual and eternal 

values. Stir up the hearts of young people a right conscience and a free will, so that growing in 

"wisdom, age and grace," they might welcome generously the gift of a Divine vocation. Holy 

Family of Nazareth, grant that all of us, contemplating and imitating the assiduous prayer, 

generous obedience, dignified poverty and virginal purity lived out in your midst, might set 

about fulfilling the will of God and accompanying with far-sighted sensitivity those among us 

who are called to follow more closely the Lord Jesus, who "has given Himself for us"  

(cf. Gal 2:20).   Amen! 

 

December30, 2018     


