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Rev.Gregory  Shaffer, Pastor 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm 

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm    

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 23, 2018 

At our last men’s group, we discussed the 

 
                   

 I was away last week making my annual retreat and was praying for you and your families.  

Please enjoy the following reflection on today’s Gospel (Luke 1) from Fr. Thomas Rosica, 

CSB, at saltandlighttv.org. 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg 

------------------------------------------------ 

There are two aspects of today's Visitation scene to consider. The first is that any element of 

personal agenda of Mary and Elizabeth is put aside. Both had good reason to be very 

preoccupied with their pregnancies and all that new life brings. Both women had a right to focus 

on themselves for a while as they made new and radical adjustments to their daily lives.  

 

Mary reaches out to her kinswoman to help her and also to be helped by her. These two great 

biblical women consoled each another, shared their stories, and gave each other the gift of 

themselves in the midst of the new life that they must have experienced: Elizabeth after her 

long years of barrenness and now sudden pregnancy, and Mary, after her meeting with the 

heavenly messenger, and her "irregular" marriage situation and pregnancy.  

 

The second point to consider is Mary's quick response and movement. Luke tells us that she 

undertook "in haste" the long and perilous trek from Nazareth to a village in the hill country of 

Judea. She knew clearly what she wanted and did not allow anyone or anything to stop her.  

 

In his commentary on Luke's Gospel, St. Ambrose of Milan describes this haste with a difficult 

Latin phrase, "nescit tarda molimina Spiritus Sancti gratia," which could mean: "the grace of 

the Holy Spirit does not know delayed efforts," or "delayed efforts are foreign to the grace of 

the Holy Spirit." Mary's free choice to move forward and outward reflects a decision taken deep 

within her heart followed by immediate action.  

Procrastination  

How many things exist in our lives that we dreamed of doing, should have done, and never did 

-- letters that should have been written, dreams that should have been realized, gratitude that 

was not expressed, affection never shown, words that should have been spoken, etc.? 

Postponements and delays weigh heavily upon us, wear us down and discourage us. They gnaw 



 

 

 

   

 

away at us. How true St. Ambrose described Mary's haste: The Spirit completely possessed the 

Virgin Daughter of Nazareth and compelled her to act.  

 

The story of the Visitation teaches us an important lesson: When Christ is growing inside of us, 

we will be led to people, places and situations that we never dreamed of. We will bear words 

of consolation and hope that are not our own. In the very act of consoling others, we will be 

consoled. We will be at peace, recollected, because we know that however insignificant our life 

and issues seem to be, from them Christ is forming himself.  

 

The women of today's Gospel show us that it is possible to move beyond our own little, personal 

agendas and engage in authentic ministry and service in the Church. Ministry and service are 

not simply doing things for others. Authentic Christian ministers and servants allow themselves 

to serve and be served, taught, cared for, consoled and loved. Such moments liberate us and 

enable us to sing Magnificat along the journey, and celebrate the great things that God does for 

us and His people.  

 

Consider these words of Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997):  

 

"In the mystery of the Annunciation and the Visitation, Mary is the very model of the life we 

should lead. First of all, she welcomed Jesus in her existence; then, she shared what she had 

received. Every time we receive Holy Communion, Jesus the Word becomes flesh in our life -

- gift of God who is at one and the same time beautiful, kind, unique.  

 

"Thus, the first Eucharist was such: Mary's offering of her Son in her, in whom he had set up 

the first altar. Mary, the only one who could affirm with absolute confidence, 'this is my body,' 

from that first moment offered her own body, her strength, all her being, to form the Body of 

Christ." 

 

“Bellezza" ("Beauty") by an Italian religious sister  

 

…God looked upon a woman and loved her,  

And he who loves even before looking at the face  

Seeks the beauty that lies in the heart.  

 

God looked upon a woman who was from the race  

Of the little ones without name,  

Those that live far away from palaces.  

 

Those who work in kitchens,  

Those who come from the numbers of the humble and the forgotten,  



 

 

 

   

 

Those that never open their mouths and who are accustomed to poverty.  

 

God looked upon her and found her to be beautiful,  

And this woman was joined to him as if she were his beloved -- For life and for death.  

 

From now on all generations will call her blessed.  

God looked upon a woman. Her name was Mary.  

…and if you looked upon her Lord, it is because on Our earth filled with women and men, you 

found such beauty.  
 

 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- December 23, 2018 

Life is often unfair. Sadly, life's inequity usually occurs at our hands. The world's systems - 

economic, political, and environmental - do not always serve the best interests of the people. 

We create situations that tip the scales by profiting a few and reducing the quality of life for 

many. We look at all of the injustices in our world, people being hurt and exploited, and wonder 

why God has abandoned us or why He won't fix what is happening. God did fix it. He sent his 

Son into the world as our just ruler and the one who will bring peace. The problem is we still 

turn away and think that we can do better. The Son of Justice has come into the world. We can 

work for change and be the voice of justice. We can dream and do things differently. Blessed 

are you who believe that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 Lk 1:67-79 

Tuesday:      Is 52:7-10 Jn 1:1-18 

Wednesday:       Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 Mt 10:17-22 

Thursday:         1 Jn 1:1-4 Jn 20:1a and 2-8 

 Friday         1 Jn 1:5—2:2 Mt 2:13-18 

 Saturday:       1 Jn 2:3-11 Lk 2:22-35 

 Next Sunday:   Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 Col 3:12-21 Lk 2:41-52 

                  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Wednesday, December 26, 2018 

Gloria Baker - OMM 

 

   
+=Deceased   AD=Anniversary of Death   BD=Birthday OMM=One Month Memorial     

Healing Prayers for: Kathleen Holly, Edward Briscoe, Dolores Abrams, Barbara Williams, 

Juanita Watkins, Brenda Ross, Mary James, Dorothy Barlow, Corrina Murray, George Thomas, 

Yvonne Lesesne,  Burdell Thomas,  Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy,  Earnest 

Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best,  Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Lillian 

Taylor,  Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones 

Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, 

Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Courtney Barlow, , Benjamin Davis, 

Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester,  Darlene 

Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound 

Parishioners: Corinne Bachiller, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline 

Johnson, Barbara Thompson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Viola Walker 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration “Come Let Us Adore Him”.  Could you commit to one 

hour per week?  Transform your spiritual life and your relationship with Our Lord by 

committing to spend more time with Him. We have Wednesday Adoration of the Blessed 

from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon. 

To All Our Visitors Welcome to Assumption Catholic Church. We are glad that you are here!  

To become registered parishioners, please obtain a registration form, from one of our ushers. 
 

Community Sunday’s Schedule for 2019 

January -Bereavement    July – Ushers 

February – Choir    August – Young Senior’s 

March – Knights of St. Jerome   September – Fr. John 

April – Lectors      October – Men’s Group 

May – No Community Sunday   November – Young Adults 

June – Sodality     December - Eucharistic Ministers 



 

 

 

   

 

                                                       Fourth Sunday of Advent – December 23, 2018 

Is there someone in your life who has been away from Church for a while or may not have a 

place or loving community in which to celebrate Christmas? Christmas Mass is a beautiful 

moment to reconnect to the Catholic faith and many people are waiting for a personal 

invitation from someone like you! Visit FindthePerfectGift. org to find Christmas resources 

and Christmas Mass times across the Archdiocese of Washington. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Prayer – December 23, 2018 

That all of us here recognize the presence of Christ in others and embrace those around us 

with a spirit of welcome and hospitality Amen. 

 

 

December23, 2018     


