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     Rev.Gregory  Shaffer, Pastor 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm 

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm    

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

First Sunday of Advent 

December 2, 2018 

At our last men’s group, we discussed the

 “Be vigilant at all times”  
– Lk 21:36 

 

In college, I played in an intramural softball league with friends.  It was a lot of fun 

for the most part, but a good chunk of time on defense in the outfield was boring.  Our 

games were adjacent to other games, so from time to time my attention was more on 

those games than on the one in which I was playing.  A ball was hit to me in left field 

and every player on my team knew it was coming to me…except for me.  I literally 

had my back to the play in our game as I was watching the game on the field behind 

us.  My teammates were all shouting to me to catch the fly ball, but their voices just 

seemed to blend with all the other noise from the other games.  When it finally 

dawned on me that something pertinent is happening in our game (!), I turned around 

and realized what was going on.  All the loud screams were directed at me, and a ball 

then dropped softly in front of me.  Players from the other team were flying around 

the bases because I made absolutely no play on the ball until it was too late.  I 

couldn’t claim being “drowsy from carousing or drunkenness”, but the ball did “catch 

(me) by surprise”, to use the language of today’s Gospel.  It was mere stupidity, and 

my friends never let me hear the end of it.   

 

In that play, I was not being vigilant as an outfielder.  I was not keeping watch as I 

should have and as all of my teammates were.  It’s a pretty basic thing to pay attention 

to what is going in the game that you’re playing.  Boredom is not an acceptable 

excuse.  My teammates were dealing with the same boredom, and they remained 

attentive and on guard all game!   

 

There are many examples in ordinary life where we know we need to remain vigilant.  

It happens every day in sports, school, work, health, spirituality, national security, 

home security, finances, etc.  We know that if we stop being vigilant in any 



 

 

 

   

 

significant area, then something bad can happen.  Today’s Gospel and this new season 

of Advent help shine the light on this idea of keeping watch consistently, and to see 

how we are doing in the most important part of our lives: our relationship with Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Here are the areas where we need to be vigilant for the Lord and to always be ready 

for Judgement in order of importance: 

 

1. Sunday Mass   

When I asked a priest for a phrase that would get the attention of college 

students on the importance of Sunday Mass, he wryly responded, “Go to 

Mass or go to Hell”.   That would have been too harsh for them and so I 

didn’t use it, but the point is made.  Our Lord makes a similar point 

Himself in John 6:53-54: “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 

drink his blood, you do not have life within you.  Whoever eats my flesh 

and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day” 

(Jn 6:53-54). 

 

Our soul needs to be in the State of Grace when we die in order to get to 

Heaven. The Grace of the Eucharist that we receive at Mass ensures that.    

Also, this weekly practice is the first and foremost way for us as Catholics 

to honor and praise God and to keep the Commandments.   

2. Confession 

See the phrase above, and replace “Go to Mass” with “Go to Confession”.  

Confession literally keeps us out of Hell.  If we go to Confession regularly 

(once a month is ideal), we remain in the State of Grace and are 

continually being reconciled with God and the Church.  This sacrament 

helps us to grow in holiness and virtue (see #5 below) and do God’s will. 

 

3. Daily prayer  

It would be catastrophic to hear from our Lord at Judgement, “I do not 

know you”.  Prayer helps us to know the Lord (“put on the mind of 



 

 

 

   

 

Christ”) and His Will (especially with regard to Vocation), and to grow in 

relationship with Him. Daily prayer means that we’re keeping watch with 

Him while we keep watch for Him.  Even two minutes a day means we’re 

being vigilant in prayer!  

 

4. Serving the poor  

In Matthew 25, Jesus actually says that Judgement will come down to 

whether or not we served the poor in this life.  Those who did will go to 

Heaven, and those who didn’t will go to Hell.  The Church has enunciated 

the “Works of Mercy” which are spiritual as well as corporal.  So, while 

we need to regularly bring food, drink, and clothing to those in need, we 

also need to bring the Word to those who don’t know Him through 

consistent evangelization.  

 

5. Forgiveness 

The Lord says, “if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father 

forgive your transgressions” (Mt 6:15).  Like the virtues, forgiveness is a 

habit that needs to be practiced continuously.  Frequent Confession helps 

us to forgive others.  We can put many of the virtues at the top of this list, 

but forgiveness is one of the key requirements of the Lord in relation to 

Judgement. 

 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

 

 

Fr Greg  



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- December 2, 2018 

As we begin our Advent journey in preparation for the celebration of Christ's birth and in 

anticipation of his coming again in glory, we are reminded of our need to be vigilant and 

prepared. This short season of Advent can be a mini-retreat for us who find ourselves living in 

a world that is often counterproductive to developing mature, focused, and meaningful 

relationships with God. Being a Christian and standing firm in our faith requires a strength that 

can only come from prayer. These four short preparatory weeks can help us look back to what 

God has done in history, to what God continues to do in our lives today, and to what God 

promises for the future. May we use this Advent time wisely, calling us to greater holiness.                                                                                              

  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:  Is 2:1-5 Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday:      Is 11:1-10 Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday:       Is 25:6-10a Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday:         Is 26:1-6 Mt 7:21, 24-27  

 Friday         Is 29:17-24 Mt 9:27-31 

 Saturday:       Gn 3:9-15, 20 Lk 1:26-38 

 Next Sunday:   Bar 5:1-9 Phil 1:4-6, 8-11 Lk 3:1-6 

                  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

 

 

   
+=Deceased   AD=Anniversary of Death   BD=Birthday OMM=One Month Memorial     

Healing Prayers for: Dolores Abrams, Barbara Williams, Juanita Watkins, Brenda Ross, Mary 

James, Dorothy Barlow, Corrina Murray, George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne,  Burdell Thomas,  

Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy,  Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best,  Dorothy 

Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Lillian Taylor,  Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett 

Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora 

Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda 

Newman, Courtney Barlow, , Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, 

Pauline Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester,  Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline 

Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Corinne Bachiller, Sybil Depeazer, 

Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Barbara Thompson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey 

Saunders, Joan Shields, Viola Walker 

 



 

 

 

   

 

Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration “Come Let Us Adore Him”.  Could you commit to one 

hour per week?  Transform your spiritual life and your relationship with Our Lord by 

committing to spend more time with Him. We have Wednesday Adoration of the Blessed 

from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon. 
 

To All Our Visitors Welcome to Assumption Catholic Church. We are glad that you are here!  

To become registered parishioners, please obtain a registration form, from one of our ushers. 
 

The New Saint Joseph Sunday Missal 2019  

The new Prayerbook and Hymnals have arrived and are on sale for $5.00.  Please see one of 

the ushers to pick up a copy.  

Retirement Fund for Religious Collection 

The annual Retirement Fund for Religious Collection will be held on the weekend of 

December 8-9 in the Archdiocese of Washington. This parish-based appeal, coordinated by 

the National Religious Retirement Office (NRRO), benefits nearly 33,000 senior Catholic 

sisters, brothers, and religious order priests whose communities lack retirement savings. 

Participation in this collection provides an opportunity to be a witness of Our Lord’s love and 

mercy for the religious men and women who have contributed so much to sharing his love 

with others and to building up the Church. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Penance Service 

One of the best birthday presents you can give to Jesus is your sins!  

On December 12, 2018 at 7 pm Two priests will join Fr Greg in hearing confessions in the 

Church. This is a great Advent practice. Please join us. 

 

 

 

 

More information to come 



 

 

 

   

 

First Sunday of Advent – December 2, 2018 

As we begin this season of Advent, our parish and others across the Archdiocese of 

Washington are encouraging our parishioners to help others to find the perfect gift of Jesus 

Christ. You can do this by inviting family, friends, neighbors, or coworkers who are not 

currently practicing their faith to join us for Mass and other experiences of parish community. 

To find resources, reflections, and parish Mass times across the region go to 

FindthePerfectGift. org. 

First Sunday of Advent Prayer – December 2, 2018 

As we begin this Advent season, each of us present here today will be filled with the joy of 

Christ and a desire to invite people to experience that joy at Mass and within our parish 

community. And in the busyness of the Christmas season we receive the perfect gift of 

Christ’s peace through moments of prayer and reflection. 

 

December 2, 2018     


