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Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 8, 2018

At Mass on the 4th of July last Wednesday, I told the story of one of the greatest
patriotic experiences I’ve had recently. It occurred in Mexico two weeks ago during
Mass at “Girls town”. The Mexican teenage girls sang “God bless America” to the
twenty of us from the U.S.A. as they processed in a huge portrait of the founder of their
school and community, Venerable Al Schwartz. Msgr. Al was a D.C. priest who will
probably be the first Washingtonian to be canonized a saint. Last weekend, I described
how Msgr. Al and the Sisters of Mary have helped tens of thousands of children like
those Mexican girls out of extreme poverty into a community of faith, love, learning,
and a path to future success. Our group was overcome with emotion while the 3,000
teens sang in complete unison. I thought, “all of the amazing goodness for these girls
has come about through an American”.
And yet, later that day I pondered what sort of criticism Girls town or Msgr. Al might
receive back in the States. Please forgive my cynicism, but it’s only natural as an
American Catholic. One of our nation’s sins is a bias against the Church which has
been there from the start and continues today. Just the other night, I was watching a
news program which discussed one of the nominees for Supreme Court Justice. The
analysts were not focusing on her legal rulings or judicial philosophy, but the fact that
she is a practicing Catholic who follows the teachings of the Church. They weren’t
worried about her jurisprudence as much as her spirituality, and called the prayer group
of which she is a part “a cult”. If this becomes the national conversation over the next
few weeks, let us hope that the sublime exceeds the ridiculous.
The Church has much in common with the United States, and has praised our country
for the inherent ideals of freedom, peace, and justice on which it was founded. We
might say the two are like family, with the Church being a much older sibling (2000
years old) than the U.S.A. (200 years old). As often is the case with family members,
the younger sibling probably has some jealousy going on with the older one. The
Catholic Church has been the world’s moral authority long before and throughout the
lifetime of the United States.

It is a divine authority given by Christ to “bind and loose” (Mt 16, 18). It is Christ’s
authority which sometimes creates offense, anger, and resentment. In today’s Gospel
(Mk 6), Jesus’s own family and neighbors were jealous of his authority, “and they took
offense at him”.
Today, many Americans unfortunately take offense at many of the Church’s teachings.
This is where the family analogy probably shifts to mother and child. The Church is
the mother who teaches her child (USA) what is right and wrong. She has explained
that true freedom is the ability to choose what is right. Freedom does not mean that you
can do whatever you want.
For many years, Americans - even many American Catholics – have rejected the Church
teachings really because they have infringed on their lifestyles. This is nothing new in
the history of salvation. One reason Jesus was killed was because He told people they
couldn’t just do whatever they wanted. He told them to choose what is good and stop
choosing what is bad. People don’t like to be told what to do, and they resent those in
authority who tell them this. Mother Church gets this treatment every day from her
children.
We thank God for the freedom He has given us. We thank God for the Church which
is the vehicle for freedom. We thank God for the United States which has allowed the
vehicle to operate in our land. While America has its past and present sins, it has
provided freedom of religion to its people from day one. We are grateful to be able to
worship God and praise Jesus in the Eucharist outwardly and regularly, and to be able
to follow Him as He says through the authority of Christ, the prophets, and the Church.
May you know the peace of Christ,
Fr Greg

hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no
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Healing Prayers for: Delores Abrams, , George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne, Deacon Ralph Cyrus,
Burdell Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy, Earnest Ingram.Jr.,
John Howard, Iris Best, Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Lillian Taylor,
Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry
Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar,
Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis,
Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Darlene
Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound
Parishioners: Corinne Bachiller, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline
Johnson, Barbara Thompson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Viola Walker

out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.
LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK-July 8, 2018
It seems that Jesus is always facing some kind of opposition. Today, those from his native place
amaze him because of their lack of faith. We oppose Jesus as well. It is not easy to be challenged
and realize our great need to change. We grow comfortable with ourselves and our surroundings
and resist change. We become defensive when the wisdom Jesus utters asks us to leave
ourselves and our concerns and think more about others. We lack faith in God, faith in
ourselves, and faith in one another. We are asked to keep our eyes fixed on the Lord and allow
ourselves to be stretched. Jesus knows what he is talking about. Do we really believe this?
QUESTION OF THE WEEK - Mk 5:41-42
What do you find most astonishing about Mark's account of Jesus' rejection at Nazareth?

READINGS FOR THEWEEK
Monday:
Hos 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22 Mt 9:18-26
Tuesday:
Hos 8:4-7, 11-13 Mt 9:32-38
Wednesday:
Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12 Mt 10:1-7
Thursday:
Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9 Mt 10:7-15
Friday
Hos 14:2-10 Mt 10:16-23
Saturday:
Is 6:1-8 Mt 10:24-33
Next Sunday:
Am 7:12-15 Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10 Mk 6:7-13
ONE MONTH MEMORIAL MASS CELEBRATIONS AND MASS INTENTIONS

All daily Masses are available for Mass Intentions. Please give the office a call
if you would like to have a Mass offered for someone.

July Birthdays
Yvonne Samuel
4th
Gregory Haley
5th
John Page
13th
Le e Roy Jones
18th
Fr. Greg Shaffer
19th
Audrey Saunders
20th
DerShay Lane
22nd
Mason Brown
23re
Evangeline Parades
26th
Delores King
27th
Dorothy Sylvester
27th
Lagretta Abney
28th
Bernard Watkins
28th
Joyce Phillips
29th
Akilah Duvall
30th
___________________________________________________________________________
To All Our Visitors Welcome to Assumption Catholic Church. We are glad that you are here!
To become registered parishioners, please obtain a registration form, from one of our ushers.
Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration “Come Let Us Adore Him”. Could you commit to one
hour per week? Transform your spiritual life and your relationship with Our Lord by
committing to spend more time with Him. We have Wednesday Adoration of the Blessed from
11:00 am to 12:00 noon.
World Youth Day 2019 Join the Archdiocese of Washington for the 2019 World Youth
Day
The celebration to be held in Panama from January 21–29, 2019. The theme of the event is “I
am the servant of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” (Luke 1:38).
Registration is open to ages 16-35, If you are under 18 years old, please register with parent or
parish chaperone. For info or to register contact Tex Phelps in the Office of Youth Ministry at
phelpst@adw.org

Priests' cookout July 4th

July 8, 2018

