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                      Rev.Gregory  Shaffer, Pastor 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time  
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Pope Francis is asking for Eucharistic adoration in parishes this 

Lent! He is renewing “24 Hours for the Lord” which involves 

Confession and Adoration in parishes.  So, we are indeed on the 

right track with our new “30 for 30” initiative (30 people doing 

30 minutes of Adoration on Wednesdays in Lent) about which I 

wrote and preached last week.  The Holy Father’s continuance 

of this beautiful practice was just one of the themes about Lent 

of which he spoke.  Here are excerpts from his Lenten message 

for this year, as found on catholicnewsagency.com. 

Lent starts this Wednesday.  As he says, let’s greet it with enthusiasm! 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg 

---------------------------------------------------       

“Above all, I urge the members of the Church to take up the Lenten journey with 

enthusiasm, sustained by almsgiving, fasting and prayer,” the Pope said in his message, 

published Feb. 6. 

“If, at times, the flame of charity seems to die in our own hearts, know that this is never 

the case in the heart of God! He constantly gives us a chance to begin loving anew.” 

At the Easter Vigil, we will light the Easter candle, he said, explaining how it 

symbolizes a “new fire,” and will “slowly overcome the darkness and illuminate the 

liturgical assembly.” 

“May the light of Christ rising in glory dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds,” he 

continued. “By listening to God’s word and drawing nourishment from the table of the 

Eucharist, may our hearts be ever more ardent in faith, hope and love.” 

Written on the Solemnity of All Saints, the Pope’s message for Lent is on the theme: 

“Because of the increase of iniquity, the love of many will grow cold (Matt. 24:12).”  

In the message, he warned against both cold hearts and “false prophets,” which he said 

tempt us to be led and enslaved by our emotions, or by a desire for wealth. “How many 



 

 

 

   

 

of God’s children are mesmerized by momentary pleasures, mistaking them for true 

happiness!” he wrote. 

…One of the biggest obstacles to charity, he continued, is the evil of greed of money, 

which is what almsgiving helps to counteract. 

“How I would like almsgiving to become a genuine style of life for each of us!” the 

Pope said. “How I would like us, as Christians, to follow the example of the Apostles 

and see in the sharing of our possessions a tangible witness of the communion that is 

ours in the Church!” 

Almsgiving is very fitting during Lent, he continued, but added that he hopes that “even 

in our daily encounters with those who beg for our assistance, we would see such 

requests as coming from God himself.” 

Almsgiving, along with prayer and fasting, are intended as instruments to fight both sin 

within ourselves and its effect on the world. For from greed, follows “the rejection of 

God and his peace,” he said. We begin to prefer “our own desolation rather than the 

comfort found in his word and the sacraments.”  

In fasting, too, we are given the opportunity to grow, he said, both by experiencing the 

hunger that many people around the world experience daily, and by expressing our own 

“spiritual hunger and thirst for life in God.” 

“Fasting wakes us up. It makes us more attentive to God and our neighbor. It revives 

our desire to obey God, who alone is capable of satisfying our hunger,” he said. 

He explained that devoting more time to prayer also helps us to root out vice from our 

hearts and to find consolation in God, who is our Father and who “wants us to live life 

well.” 

“Lent summons us, and enables us, to come back to the Lord wholeheartedly and in 

every aspect of our life,” the Pope said. “With this message, I would like again this year 

to help the entire Church experience this time of grace anew, with joy and in truth.” 

He also said that the Church would again be celebrating the “24 Hours for the Lord” 

initiative, which is a day for the whole Church to focus on the celebration of the 

sacrament of reconciliation, within the context of Eucharistic adoration. 

This year, it will take place March 9-10, he said, inspired by the words of Psalm 130:4, 

“With you is forgiveness.” In each diocese, at least one church will remain open for 

twenty-four consecutive hours, he said, offering opportunities for adoration and 

sacramental confession. 

Led by Pope Francis, “24 Hours for the Lord” is a worldwide initiative which points to 

confession as a primary way to experience God's merciful embrace. It was launched in 

2014 under the auspices of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New 

Evangelization. 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK-February 11, 2018 
We never marginalize or turn our backs on those who suffer violence, oppression from unjust 

systems, poverty, illness, or disease. Jesus never turned anyone away, but always extended a 

hand of healing and compassion. He would insist on extending God's merciful and 

unconditional love to all, even if it meant breaking the Sabbath or civil law. Does the way we 

treat others, especially those who are different than us, reflect the freedom, joy, love, and 

good news of the Gospel? 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - Mk 1:40-45  

Ancient Israelites quarantined those suffering from leprosy out of fear the disease 

would spread to others. In what ways does our society make rules out of fear of the 

other?  

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 
Monday:            Jas 1:1-11 Mk 8:11-13 

Tuesday:            Jas 1:12-18 Mk 8:14-21 

Wednesday:       Jl 2:12-18 Mt 6:1-6, 16-18   

Thursday:  Dt 30:15-20 Lk 9:22-25 

Friday:               Is 58:1-9a Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday:            Is 58:9b-14 Lk 5:27-32 

Next Sunday    Gn 9:8-15 1 Pt 3:18-22 Mk 1:12-15  

Healing Prayers for: George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne, Juanita Watkins, Deacon Ralph Cyrus, 

Burdell Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy,  Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  

John Howard, Iris Best,  Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, 

Lillian Taylor,  Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones 

Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, 

Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, 

Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy 

Sylvester,  Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy  

Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, 

Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Viola Walker 

ONE MONTH MEMEORIAL MASS CELEBRATIONS AND MASS INTENSIONS 

Mass Intention - February 14, 2018 

Margaret Jarman –  Gwen Jarman’s mother 

Wardell Sullivan – Gwen Jarman’s brother 

 

All daily Masses are available for Mass Intensions. Please give the office a call  

if you would like to have a Mass offered for someone. 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 If you 

witnessed a 

miracle, 

wouldn't you 

want to tell 

everyone? If 

you saw the 

sun dance in 

the sky, a 

crippled man 

walk, or the 

Virgin Mary 

appear in front 

of you, 

wouldn't you 

just want to 

shout about it 

from a rooftop 

so all could 

hear? Maybe 

you would be 

afraid others 

would not 

believe you. 

You might 

choose instead 

to keep it to 

yourself to 

avoid criticism 

and ridicule. At least, if you saw a miracle, you would have a choice: to tell or not to tell. 

Yet, at every Mass we witness a miracle. We witness bread and wine as it becomes the true 

presence of Jesus Christ. It isn't a saint or Mary appearing before us; it is actually Jesus! 

When was the last time you told anybody about that miracle? 

It might not be easy for us to always talk about our faith, but we can show them. When we 

receive the Eucharist into our bodies, we become one with Christ. We go forth from the Mass 

as a living testimony of the miracle that occurred at Mass. People will not be able to simply 

look at us and see the evidence. We need to demonstrate to them the reality of this miracle by 

our good deeds and profound acts of charity. That is stewardship. That is bearing witness to 

the truth of our God being truly present to us. It is something we should want to share with 

everyone. 



 

 

 

   

 

  

February Birthdays 
 

Clifton Smith    1st 

Clarence Rodgers   2nd 

Gloria Dukes    8th  

Juanita Richardson   12th                                                               

Pauline Nabinett   14th 

James Kirk    15th 

James Poston    15th 

McBurnett J. Smith III   18th 

Angela Hill    23rd 

Angelina Bachiller   23rd 

Joe Hook    23rd 

Tiffani Langdon   29th 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Mass for Ash Wednesday is at 12 Noon 
 

We will have Stations of the Cross every Friday during Lent after the 12:10 Mass 

 

Strove Tuesday 

 Please join us on Tuesday, February 13, 2018 from 5:00 until for pancakes. All are welcome 

Encounter Lent  

Join our faith community -- and nearly 14,000 Catholic communities across the United States 

in a life-changing Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your family's 

CRS Rice Bowl located in the back of the church. 

Come and Let Us Sing  

St. Augustine: “He who sings prays twice” 

If you have a desire to praise God in song, please consider joining our music ministry. 

Rehearsals are on Tuesday at 6:00 pm. In the church.  Please see Ms. Denese.   

2018 Annual Jubilarian Mass 

Cardinal Donald Wuerl will celebrate the annual Jubilarian Celebration of marriage honoring 

couples marries 25,30,35,40,45,50 and 51 + years will be held on Sunday, June 17, 2018 at the 

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  Please call the church office by Monday, April 16. 



 

 

 

   

 

Ministry in the Black Catholic Community 
By: Rev. Scott A. Bailey  

Maryland was one of the first colonies settled in what is now the 

United States of America. This colony was settled by Catholics and 

named after our Blessed Mother. In this way, the Church was 

planted in America where it took root "among Indians, Black slaves 

and the various racial mixtures of them all."1 These groups are the 

oldest lines of Catholicism in our nation today. An honest telling of 

the story of the American Church must recognize the vital role 

Black men and women have played in the building-up of the Church 

from the beginning. Despite betrayal and mistreatment at the hands 

of other men, they have shown deep and personal faith in Jesus 

Christ their Hope. Emerging from a long history of slavery and 

segregation, Black Catholics today maintain and cherish many 

aspects of their rich heritage, namely Black culture and spirituality.  
 

2nd Annual Holy Family Celebration  

Join fellow Catholic couples and families for the 2nd Annual Holy Family Celebration on 

Saturday, February 17 from 1:30-6:30pm at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine in 

Washington, DC 3900 Harewood Rd., NE. This half-day celebration will feature an inspiring 

talk for couples by nationally-recognized writer and speaker Msgr. Charles Pope, Mass and 

Consecration to the Holy Family, and fun catechesis for children and teens. The day will 

conclude with a family-style meal and entertainment. The cost of attendance is $15 per couple 

and $30 for a family of three or more, which includes a meal after Mass. To register, please 

visit www.holyfamilycelebration.eventbrite.com. This event is sponsored by the Archdiocese 

of Washington, the DC State Council of the Knights of Columbus, and the Saint John Paul II 

National Shrine. 
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