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                      Rev.Gregory Shaffer, Pastor 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

January 7, 2018 

 

 

 

Can you write your story of faith?   This was a question I recently asked a friend as we 

were discussing our journeys with the Lord.  She pondered it, and then thought it would 

be hard mainly because she didn’t know exactly how she came to be a devout Catholic. 

She kind of laughed at herself while she was saying this, and it might seem humorous 

to us, too.  But, some in our own congregation might have the same thought: how 

exactly did I come to really believe in and follow the Lord?  Today’s feast of the 

Epiphany might help to pinpoint exactly the struggle for my friend or anyone else.  

What was our epiphany about the Lord and when did we have it? 

 

When we talk about the Epiphany, we are referring to the outward manifestation of the 

Lord to the Magi and to the world.  He is revealed to them as the Christ, and they “come 

to do him homage”.   Their epiphany occurred through a star which led them to the baby 

Jesus.  They were “overjoyed” during this experience, and gave treasures to the Lord 

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  When we hear that they “departed for their country 

by another way” , we can interpret it as this event changed their lives.  This would be 

the starting point in their stories of faith. 

 

I have described to you my journey of faith in homilies, but I don’t think I’ve written it 

here in any great detail.  Please forgive me if I have!  My epiphany happened with the 

Eucharist.  My “star” was Msgr. Thomas Wells.  And, it happened when I was 21 years 

old.  I was raised Catholic and went to Catholic schools through the first half of college.  

Even though I was taught Catholic doctrine at home and in school, not much sunk in 

the first 21 years of life.  I was a clueless Catholic.   

 

But, then, one day, Msgr. Wells and I were talking about the Eucharist.  He said, “Greg, 

‘this is my body’ means this is my body”.  Epiphany!  That was the first time I had 

really heard the teaching on the Real Presence.  And, it blew me away.  I had heard 

those words (“this is my body”) hundreds of times before at Sunday Mass, but they 

never really registered in my mind or heart.  And then, after the one-sentence epiphany 

(or revelation), I saw everything differently: God, Mass, the Cross, the Church, 



 

 

 

   

 

Confession, and life.   I began to “do him homage” at daily Mass and Adoration, and 

was having the same experience of being “overjoyed” as the Magi. Of course, this all 

changed my life as it did theirs.           

 

In talking to many people for the past 25 years, I realize that not many can point to one 

moment – and certainly not one sentence – as their epiphany of who Jesus really is.  For 

many, it has been engrained in them since childhood.  They have always just believed.  

But, they have had a multitude of personal epiphanies about the Lord as Savior, Master, 

brother, friend, Good Shepherd, Prince of Peace, Healer, Divine Physician, etc.  For 

others, the epiphany came as adults, and often in a way that Christ appeared to them in 

a personal way.  That is really the underlying point to our epiphanies: an encounter with 

the living God in a person, Jesus Christ.  Yes, the Magi were overjoyed at “seeing the 

star”, but only because it “stopped over the place where the child was”.  They were so 

happy because they were encountering the Son of God.  As much as I liked Msgr. Wells 

for 5 years before my epiphany, I didn’t find true joy until he led me to encounter the 

Son of God in the Eucharist.  That’s when the Lord and faith became personal.  That’s 

when an epiphany had taken place, thanks be to God. 

 

So, here is the epiphany formula for the Magi and hopefully all of us:  

 

● God will show you a star – something or someone that will lead you to where He is.   

 

● God will reveal Himself to you in a personal and profound way. 

 

● Do Him homage. 

 

● You will be overjoyed in your encounter with Him. 

 

● Offer Him gifts (e.g., your life as gold) 

 

● Go home a different way (i.e., change your life) 

 

 

Christ is born!  

 

Fr Greg 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- January 7, 2018 
Jesus came for everyone. No one has an exclusive claim on Christ and his birth not only 

transcends time and space but earthly boundaries as well. Every human being is a child of God. 

Jews and Gentiles alike are all coheirs, partners and members of the same body. This insight or 

epiphany is what we celebrate today. It also expresses our hope that one day every nation on 

earth will recognize and adore Jesus Christ. Jesus' message of peace, justice, reconciliation and 

love are meant for everyone to hear and understand. 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - Matthew 2:1-12  
How does the visit of the Magi fulfill the prophecies of Isaiah heard in the first reading? 

 

 

 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

 
Monday:           Is 42:1-4, 6-7 Mk 1:7-11 

Tuesday:           1 Sm 1:9-20 Mk 1:21-28 

Wednesday:      Sm 3:1-10, 19-20 Mk 1:29-39  

Thursday:       1 Sm 4:1-11 Mk 1:40-45 

Friday:       1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a Mk 2:1-12 

Saturday:           1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1 Mk 2:13-17 

Next Sunday    1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20  

                         Jn 1:35-42   

 
 

Healing Prayers for: George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne, Ayanna Hook, Juanita Watkins, Deacon 

Ralph Cyrus, Burdell Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy, Queen 

Bundy, Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best 

Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, , Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, 

Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father 

Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-

Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, 

Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, 

Shawntrice Moore, Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline 

Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline 

Johnson, June Murphy  

Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, 

Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 "Then they opened their 

treasures and offered him 

gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh."  

What a wonderful example 

the Magi give us in their 

visit to the infant Jesus.  

 

First of all, they 

demonstrate profound faith 

in God's word, spoken 

through the prophet 

Micah: "And you, 

Bethlehem ... from you 

shall come a ruler who is 

to shepherd my people 

Israel" (cf. 5:2).  

 

 

 

 

Embarking on a long and difficult journey, they trust that they will find this newborn king of 

the Jews in Bethlehem as the prophecy announced. 

On their arrival at the home of the Holy Family, the Magi also give us an example of 

profound humility. These important men, to whom kings look for guidance and advice, do not 

hesitate to bow down, to "prostrate themselves" and give homage to a tiny babe. Putting their 

own position out of their minds, they reverently worship the infant Lord even as he sits on the 

lap of his mother. 

 

The generosity of these three "kings" is also evident as they open their treasure boxes and 

give to the poor child the richest of gifts. Traditionally, we understand the gold to symbolize 

the earthly kingship of Christ, the frankincense to represent his divinity, and the myrrh to 

stand as a symbol of the anointing he will receive upon his death. 

Finally, the wisdom of these men is evident in their decision to return to their country "by 

another way." Understanding the threat that King Herod posed to Jesus, they followed a plan 

that would help keep the divine child safe even though it meant inconvenience to themselves. 

Faith, humility, generosity, and wisdom. These gifts are the real legacy of the Three Kings. 

Today, let us ask God for the blessing of having these gifts in our lives. 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

We will begin, Wednesday,  

January 7, 2018 at 6:30 PM 
     

 

Martin Luther King Jr. Annual Celebration 

All are welcome to the annual archdiocesan Celebration of the Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. on Saturday, January 13 at St. Joseph Church in Largo, MD. Praise and Worship 

will begin at 4:30pm, featuring the Gospel Mass Choir, and Mass at 5pm will be celebrated 

by Bishop Roy Campbell. 

Collection for Church Missions in the United States 

On the weekend of January 13-14, the Archdiocese of Washington will take up a second 

collection for Church Missions in the United States. This collection supports home mission 

dioceses in this country that are unable to offer their people basic liturgical, pastoral, and service 

ministries without outside help. It also supports vulnerable Black and Native American 

communities with funds for parish support and evangelization needs. Thank you for your 

generosity. 

Mother Teresa Vocation Society Annual Day of Recollection 

On Saturday, January 20, from 9:30am-2pm, Fr. Mark Ivany, Director of Priest Vocations for 

the Archdiocese of Washington, will lead a day of recollection at Annunciation Church in 

Washington, DC 3810 Massachusetts Ave., NW. The day will include Mass, Adoration, 

Confessions, a reflection, and vocation witness talks. Lunch will be served, and donations are 

welcomed. For more information, please visit www.dcpriest.org or contact Maris Moriarty 

Men’s Discernment Retreat 

Friday, February 2 through Sunday, February 4: Men in their 20s, 30s, or 40s who are 

considering a call to the priesthood are invited to attend a discernment retreat at Saint John Paul 

II Seminary led by priests of the Archdiocese of Washington. The weekend will offer time away 

from your daily routine and will provide an opportunity for prayer and reflection to examine 

God’s call. There is no fee to attend. Registration is now open at www.dcpriest.org. 

 
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=Washington,+DC+(3810+Massachusetts+Ave.,+NW&entry=gmail&source=g
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=73970186&msgid=610922&act=MMSB&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcpriest.org
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