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3411 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, S.E. 
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                      Rev.Gregory Shaffer, Pastor 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Second Sunday of Ordinary Time  

January 14, 2018 

 

 

 

“How can I hear God?” One woman asked this with some exasperation at Bible study 

when we discussed today’s first reading (Sam 3) of Samuel hearing the voice of God.  

It is a question to which we all want the answer.  Every day.  St. Teresa of Avila taught 

that “Jesus is always speaking to us; the question is, are we listening?” If we are men 

and women who pray daily, read and meditate on Scripture regularly, and come into 

the Real Presence of the Lord in Adoration, then we are listening.  Of course, these are 

not the only ways to hear God, but they are the best.  

To that point, we will increase our hours of Eucharistic Adoration on Wednesdays 

starting in Lent.  I will explain the significance of this for us as a parish in the days 

ahead.  For each of us, it will provide a tremendous opportunity to hear God. The first 

time in my life that I heard the voice of God was when I started praying in Adoration. 

I promise you that God will reward whatever time you give to adore Jesus, and it very 

well might be an experience of hearing Him. 

I thought that the words of another priest would help would be more beneficial when it 

comes to hearing God.  So, here is a good reflection by Fr. Killian J. Healy at 

www.catholicexchange.com.  See you at Wednesday Adoration! 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg 

------------------------------------------------           

 

God does not have to use external words and signs to attract our attention and convey 

ideas to us. He enters our minds directly. He speaks secretly, noiselessly, as befits the 

Divinity. It is only by faith that we know He is working in us. For example, God once 

spoke in a special, hidden way to St. Peter, who then confessed Jesus to be the Son of 

God. “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona,” said our Lord. “For flesh and blood hath not 

revealed this to thee, but my Father in Heaven.” 

St. John tells us that we will know all things from the Holy Spirit: “But you have an 

anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.” St. Paul says that God enters 

our very thoughts: “Not that we are sufficient to think anything of ourselves, as of 

ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God.” 



 

 

 

   

 

God also enters our hearts and inspires us to holy desires. “And a certain woman named 

Lydia, a seller of purple, from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God, was listening; 

and the Lord touched her heart to give heed to what was being said by Paul.” 

Thus, the Scriptures and the Church tell us that God speaks to us in the silence of our 

minds and hearts. He speaks to all men, but all men do not hear Him. God speaks to our 

mind and heart when we kneel to meditate or to adore Him in the Blessed Sacrament. 

He enters our mind when the passing things of time excite our thoughts. It is He who 

gives us holy thoughts to conquer our temptations. It is He who stirs up within us the 

desire to persevere against all adversaries. 

Perhaps we have never realized that God is illuminating our intellect and inspiring our 

will. Yet He does just that. That is why we are told not to do all the talking in prayer. 

For, if we continually recite vocal prayers without pausing now and then to think, we 

will stifle the thoughts and desires that God wishes to excite in us. 

St. Thérèse of Lisieux tells us how she listened to the voice of God. “I know and have 

experienced that ‘the Kingdom of God is within us,’ that our Master has no need of 

books or teacher to instruct a soul. The Teacher of teachers instructs without sound of 

words, and though I have never heard Him speak, yet I know He is within me, always 

guiding and inspiring me; and just when I need them, lights, hitherto unseen, break in 

upon me. As a rule, it is not during prayer that this happens, but in the midst of my daily 

duties.” 

But we are not only to listen; it would be folly to remain in a state of mental blankness, 

waiting for God to speak. No, prayer is a loving conversation, and, when the Holy Spirit 

moves us, it is time to begin our part of the colloquy. 

One way, then, to practice the exercise of the presence of God is to listen to God, to be 

aware that He speaks to us, to be ever conscious that God can use all things to 

communicate with us. 

 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- January 14, 2018 
Sometimes it is difficult to hear God's call. We are trained to listen attentively and to hear many 

things, but spiritual ones are often missed. God is calling us all of the time. He is calling us to 

drink deeply of the well of life and not get distracted by the superficial and short-lasting things 

we choose to cling to. Have we ever given a true spiritual life and relationship with God a 

chance? Jesus says to us today, "Come, and you will see." May we take Jesus up on his 

invitation and like Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, be able to exclaim: "We have found the 

Messiah." 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - John 1:35-42  
We hear in the Gospel reading Jesus' first spoken words in the Gospel of John: "What are you 

looking for?" How do we invite non-believers to look for Christ? 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 
Monday:           1 Sm 15:16-23 Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday:           1 Sm 16:1-13 Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday:      1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51 Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday:  1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7 Mk 3:7-12 

Friday:  1 Sm 24:3-21 Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday:          2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27 Mk 3:20-21   

 Next Sunday    Jon 3:1-5, 10 1 Cor 7:29-31 Mk 1:14-20  

Healing Prayers for: George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne, Ayanna Hook, Juanita Watkins, Deacon 

Ralph Cyrus, Burdell Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy, Queen 

Bundy, Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best 

Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, , Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, 

Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father 

Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-

Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, 

Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, 

Shawntrice Moore, Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline 

Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline 

Johnson, June Murphy  

Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, 

Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 

ONE MONTH MEMEORIAL MASS CELEBRATIONS AND MASS INTENSIONS 

 

Friday       January 12th Benjamin Brown 

Thursday  January 18th Elizabeth Smith 

Friday       January 19th Helena Haley 



 

 

 

   

 

The King Holiday honors the life and 
contributions of America’s greatest champion of 
racial justice and equality, the leader who not only 
dreamed of a color-blind society, but who also lead 
a movement that achieved historic reforms to help 
make it a reality. 
 
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday celebrates the 
life and legacy of a man who brought hope and 
healing to America. We commemorate as well the 
timeless values he taught us through his example 
— the values of courage, truth, justice, 
compassion, dignity, humility and service that so 
radiantly defined Dr. King’s character and 
empowered his leadership. On this holiday, we 
commemorate the universal, unconditional love, 
forgiveness and nonviolence that empowered his 
revolutionary spirit. 
 
 
In Catholic social tradition, "rights" correspond to 
the treatment every person deserves not because 
of background or individual merit, but by virtue of 
being created in the image and likeness of God. As 
followers of Christ, we are called to a concern for 
our brothers and sisters. This means that, in 
acknowledging rights, we also acknowledge 
responsibilities. 
 
St. John Paul II writes, "every man is his 'brother's keeper', because God entrusts us to 
one another" (“Evangelium Vitae,” 19).  
 
In our complicated world, it can be easy to get overwhelmed by public policy. However, 
we are not exempt from engaging in public life. Today, we remember that we are all 
called to work to ensure that social structures uphold human dignity and support true 
human flourishing. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

   

 

January Birthday’s  
 

 

Shirley Wiggins    1st 

Monique Hughey   1st 

Nnordicha Burton   5th 

Dominick Roberts   7th 

James Lewis    7th            

Myrna Handem    7th 

Mae Finney    10th  

Rodney Johnson   11th 

McBurnett J. Smith IV   11th 

Derrick Watkins   14th 

Pauline Carey    14th 

Mark Ward-Smith   15th 

Gloria Baker    17th 

Lemual Maness    18th 

Teresa Smith    22nd 

Carol Floyd    24th 

Paul Anthony Brown   26th 

Marie-Rose Kenny-Giles  26th 

Jean Proctor    28th 

Ann McNeal    30th 

Herminia Brown   30th 

Sharon Mason    31st 

 

Our parish seminarian, Jimmy 

Morgan was chosen to study 

theology in Rome starting in the 

fall.  The Archdiocese of 

Washington sends two seminarians 

every year to continue their 

formation at the North American College seminary in Rome.  Even though we will miss him, 

we are proud of him and will continue to pray for him and his vocation. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwietKup8s3YAhUileAKHW-SAR8QjRwIBw&url=https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id%3Dcom.jham.happybirthday&psig=AOvVaw3WfYRWE4P7f6_2cXv5kOtc&ust=1515690465433422


 

 

 

   

 

 

 Martin Luther King Jr. Day-Mass will be at 10:00 
 

The Bulletin  

All bulletin announcements must be submitted in writing for the Pastor’s approval.   

No spontaneous announcements will be allowed.  They must be in the office the 

following week of, by Wednesday at 12:00 Noon. 

 
Help women choose life with an ultrasound machine!  Please join the 

Knights of Columbus and other DC parishes in purchasing a mobile 

ultrasound machine for pregnancy centers in DC (there they currently do not 

have one).  The Knights say "according to multiple studies a majority of 

women considering abortion will decide instead to give birth if they see their 

child in a sonogram".  Cardinal Wuerl and the Archdiocese are among those 

donating to the new, expensive machine.  To donate, please go to the DC 

Charities Ultrasound website at http://charities.dcknights.org/ultrasound or talk to Fr Greg.  

Thank you! 

 

RCIA will begin this Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at 6:30 pm 

 

  
 

                                                                           The Parish office will be closed                   

                                                                      on Monday, 15, 2018 
 

 

 

January 14, 2018 


