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3411Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, S.E. 
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                      Rev.Gregory Shaffer, Pastor 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Second Sunday of Ordinary Time  

January 21, 2018 

 

We hear about the “enormously large city” of 

Nineveh in today’s first reading (Jonah 3).  Nineveh 

was the largest city in the world for many years and was a capital city in the Assyrian 

Empire.  It is located in present-day Iraq, commonly known as part of Mosul.  I was 

recently reading about Nineveh and the work that the Knights of Columbus are doing 

to restore Christianity in post-ISIS Iraq.  This has brought much encouragement and 

hope to those Christians who have been terribly persecuted and exiled, of course, but 

also to those of us who have been praying for them for years.  Here are excerpts from 

an article, “Iraqi Christians Return Home” (koc.org, 11/1/17). 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg 

------------------------------------------------- 

The photograph on the floor of Sabhia Franco’s destroyed house in Karamles recalled 

more peaceful times in Iraq. The black and white picture showed a crowd watching a 

float passing in a parade. Atop the float is a cross standing beside a mosque. “Peace 

comes to a peaceful community “is written below. On the back of the photo in blue ink: 

“Mosul Spring Festival 1970. “ 

Franso said those memories have now been replaced by the horror of more recent 

events. The 66-year-old woman and her 85-year-old husband were among the last 

of the nearly 10,000 inhabitants of Karamles to leave after Islamic State fighters overran 

their village on the Nineveh Plain in August 2014. Robbed at gunpoint and then forced 

to flee on foot, they have spent the last three years living nearly 50 miles to the east in 

Erbil, the capital of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. 

Now, with ISIS driven from northern Iraq, they are among the first families to have 

returned to their ancestral homeland, thanks in large part to an initiative launched by 

the Knights of Columbus at the 135th Supreme Convention in St. Louis Aug 1… 

     

A newly erected cross stand in a Karamles plaza that was devastated by Islamic State 

militants who had overrun the town until it was liberated in October 2016.   

…Since 2014, the Order’s Christian Refugee Relief Fund has donated more than $13 

million in humanitarian assistance, primarily in Iraq, Syria and the surrounding region. 

 



 

 

 

   

 

“Without the help of the Knights of Columbus, the 

Christians of Iraq would have disappeared, “said 

Chaldean Catholic Archbishop Bashar Matti 

Warda of Erbil, under whose auspices much of the 

refugee relief has been provided. 

The K of C initiative to resettle and rebuild 

Karamles is part of the Nineveh Reconstruction 

Project, administered in partnership with the 

international papal charity Aid to the Church in Need as well as local Christian 

communities. 

In October last year, at the start of the military operation to liberate Nineveh province, 

Iraqi security forces drove the Islamic State from Karamles. Nearly nine months later, 

in early July, the remaining fighters were dislodged from Mosul, Iraq’s second largest 

city, located just 20 miles west of Karamles. Today, only isolated pockets of Islamic 

State resistance remain elsewhere in Iraq. 

In September, the government restored electricity to Karamles, though as with other 

towns across Iraq service has been patchy. 

“Water is on for six to eight hours a day, “said Father Thabet Habib Yousif, who is 

overseeing the restoration of the town from a busy church hall filled with paint, plaster 

and plumbing fittings. 

…Already, more than 120 families are back home, living in houses that have been 

restored through the K of C-supported Nineveh Restoration Project. 

“This project has had an immediate impact on the displaced people from Karamles, 

“Archbishop Warda said. “Before, most of these people were completely filled with 

uncertainty. They wanted to move back to their homes, but most of them had no money 

to repair them. This project has allowed them to begin moving back as a group, which 

has made all the difference. “ 

Calling the project, a “tremendous success, “Archbishop Warda added that more help 

was critical. “We still have several more towns that need a project like this in order for 

them to be stabilized enough so that the long term rebuilding of viable communities can 

take place.“ 

After local militias known as the Nineveh Protection Units, consisting largely of 

Assyrian Christians, took charge of security for the village and nearby towns, his family 

was not afraid to return. 

“We have faith in God, “he said, “and also the guards who protect the village. “ 

… “We’re sleeping easy with the security, and there’s electricity and water, “ (Shafiq 

Shabi) said. “This is a happy ending to a sad story. “ 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- January 21, 2018 
Jesus proclaims today the Gospel of God: "This is the time of fulfillment. The Kingdom of 

God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the Gospel." Jesus challenges us to accept a change of 

heart, to start believing and thinking differently. The Gospel asks us to take the focus off 

ourselves and away from self-concern, and place it on our brothers and sisters, especially 

those most broken and in need, and on our environment. We are called to be stewards of all 

God has created. This means that we are also called to work on God's behalf ensuring that all 

that God created and all who God created is cared for and protected. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - John 1:35-42  
In today's Gospel reading, we hear the first words of Jesus spoken in the Gospel of Mark. 

Why do you think Jesus connects the kingdom of God with the need for repentance? 

 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 
Monday:            2 Sm 5:1-7, 10 Mk 3:22-30 

Tuesday:            2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19 Mk 3:31-35   

Wednesday:       2 Sm 7:4-17 Mk 4:1-20 

Thursday:  Acts 22:3-16 Mk 16:15-18 

Friday:               2 Tm 1:1-8 Mk 4:26-34  

Saturday:            2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17 Mk 4:35-41  

 Next Sunday    Dt 18:15-20 1 Cor 7:32-35 Mk 1:21-28 

Healing Prayers for: George Thomas, Yvonne Lesesne, Ayanna Hook, Juanita Watkins, Deacon 

Ralph Cyrus, Burdell Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy, Queen 

Bundy, Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best,  Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, Lezeal 

Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, , Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett 

Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora 

Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda 

Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald 

Horton, Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, 

Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy 

Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June 

Murphy  

Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, 

Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 

ONE MONTH MEMEORIAL MASS CELEBRATIONS AND MASS INTENSIONS 

 

All daily Masses are available for Mass Intensions. Please give the office a call  

if you would like to have a Mass offered for someone. 
 



 

 

 

   

 

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children 

 

Pope Francis has said that respect for life is not just about the unborn child in the womb, but 

also about the least of our brothers and sisters. Yes, it is even upon the undocumented resident 

alien who has no voice but ours. As followers of Jesus Christ, we are all called to protect the 

voiceless. 

 

Let us pray... 

 

Good and gracious God, 

you blew into our nostrils the breath of life. 

You are the One to whom we owe our very existence. 

 

Give us the courage to take that unpopular position 

of protecting those who have no voice, 

the unborn child in the womb 

to the person taking his or her last breath. 

 

The life you have given us is a gift beyond measure. 

Embolden us to speak the truth 

about protecting the child, the elderly, 

and the one without a voice in the public square. 

 

With thankful hearts, 

we ask all this of the One God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

   

 

The Bulletin  

All bulletin announcements must be submitted in writing for the Pastor’s approval.   

No spontaneous announcements will be allowed.  They must be in the office the 

following week of, by Wednesday at 12:00 Noon. 
 

 

Make a Planned Gift 

Our Parish has many different missions within the community which include assisting the frail, 

elderly, sick or who are just in need of help. Our Parish supports schools, our seniors, our 

families, the marginalized and the poor. There are many people who are assisted by our Parish 

who would not otherwise receive any help. 

You can help the Parish with a bequest in your Will. A bequest to your Parish can create lasting 

change in people’s lives. 

Remembering our Parish in your Will assists the Church to continue to make positive changes 

to people’s lives every day. You can help make a difference. 
 

Remembering Survivors and Victims of Human Trafficking 

An Inter-Religious Prayer Service Remembering Survivors and Victims of Human 

Trafficking will be held on Thursday, February 8 at Trinity Washington University in 

Washington, DC (125 Michigan Ave, NE).  

Taking place on the memorial of St. Josephine Bakhita, this will be an evening of prayer and 

reflection as diverse religious leaders contemplate the power of working together to end 

modern-day slavery. The prayer service will start at 6:30pm, followed by a reception 7:45pm. 

For more information or to RSVP, contact the archdiocesan Office of Cultural Diversity and 

Outreach at culturaldiversity@adw.org or 301-853-4468. 

 

 

…with sincere Gratitude  
To our Assumption family.  Words cannot express the feeling in are hearts.  Thank you for 

being with us during this time of sadness.  Your thoughts, prayers and words of sympathy will 

always be remembered.  God bless you all. 

                                                                                    Herbert, Gregory and Nikkia 
 

 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=Washington,+DC+(125+Michigan+Ave,+NE&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:culturaldiversity@adw.org
tel:(301)%20853-4468


 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

January 21, 2018 


