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Rev.Gregory Shaffer, Pastor 
Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 17, 2017 

 

 

“Make straight the way of the Lord” 
 
On this 3rd Sunday of Advent, the Church uses the halfway point to Christmas to rejoice.  This 

is called “Gaudete Sunday” which comes from the Latin “to rejoice”.  One of the things about 

which we rejoice, believe it or not, is in the Sacrament of Confession.  Yes, we “rejoice heartily 

in the Lord” for this major means of help to “make straight the way of the Lord”. 

 

Last week, I gave you a little insight into roughly the same line from Isaiah (“make straight in 

the wasteland a highway for our God!”) as well as a few questions to examine your conscience.   

The most basic way to explain what Isaiah proclaims and St. John the Baptist fulfills is to get 

straight with the Lord. Confession helps us to get straight with the Lord before He comes. 

 

For many of you, it may be that you want to go to Confession, but don’t know what to confess.  

Typically, we prepare for the Sacrament by examining our consciences with the Ten 

Commandments.  What may be more helpful for you is the following examination of conscience 

that I found online at www.patheos.com/blogs/kathyschiffer. It uses the seven deadly sins and 

the four cardinal virtues as a guide.  I hope it helps.   

 

Feel free to bring this into the confessional at the Penance Service on Tuesday.  See you there! 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

 

Fr Greg 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Have I practiced the virtue of Chastity? For example: 

• Have I permitted myself to watch movies or daytime television shows which are not 

edifying, which depict sexual scenarios, or which advocate for cohabitation or homosexual 

relationships? 

 

Have I practiced the virtue of Temperance? For example: 

• Have I indulged my love of sweets or snack foods, to the detriment of my health? 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/kathyschiffer


 

 

 

   

 

• Have I continued to smoke heavily, or to consume alcoholic beverages excessively? 

• Have I been immoderate in any activity, such as watching too much TV? 

 

Have I practiced the virtue of Charity? For example: 

• Have I been a “busybody,” unkind to a neighbor either by my thoughts or by my actions? 

• Have I had a smile for a family member or loved one, or was I critical, hurting someone’s 

feelings? 

 

Have I practiced the virtue of Diligence? For example: 

• Have I used my physical limitations as an excuse for laziness? 

• Have I neglected prayer, ignored my friend’s birthday, sat around the house when I might 

have helped with the dishes? 

• Have I exercised my responsibility to become familiar with the issues, and to vote (by 

absentee ballot, if necessary) for the candidates who will best protect the values I hold dear? 

 

Have I practiced the virtue of Patience? For example: 

• Was I unkind (or downright rude) to a telephone caller, impatient with a visitor, crabby 

when things didn’t go just the way I wanted? 

• Did I complain if someone took me to a restaurant or public place, because we had to wait 

for service? 

• Did I criticize my doctor, my caretaker, my child, for not serving me better? 

 

Have I practiced the virtue of Kindness? For example: 

• Was I jealous of the attention paid to someone else, wanting everyone to notice me instead? 

• Did I feel angry because someone else had more money, or better health, or because my 

grown children did not have enough time to spend with me? 

• Did I compliment someone who looked good, or did I only have harsh words to say? 

 

Have I practiced the virtue of Humility? For example: 

• Did I accept a compliment graciously but then move on, refusing to keep the attention 

turned toward myself? 

• Was I willing to let someone else be the center of attention? 

• Did I feel grateful for the kindness of my family and others, and appreciative of my 

caregiver’s efforts? 

• Did I believe that I had no need of confession, because I never even leave the house? 

Lord, help us to recognize the times that we have failed to live a virtuous life—and grant us 

the grace of true contrition and a resolve to do Your will. Amen. 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- December 17, 2017   
 

"There is one ... coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie." Untying sandal 

straps was no prestigious job. In the days of John the Baptist, those straps would have been 

especially unpleasant to deal with. Besides the usual odors that accompany sockless leather 

footwear, there would have been the grime and dirt from the sandy roads and paths that swirled 

around the people who went everywhere on foot. Taking off someone's shoes upon their arrival 

was the task of the lowly servants. So when John says he's unworthy of doing this task for the 

"one who is coming after me," he is putting himself in a very humble position. And rightly so. 

John realizes that the Christ--the Anointed One, the Messiah--is so far above him, so far above 

any of us, that we are truly unworthy of him. Indeed, the Son of God is not just the greatest of 

men; he is God-made-man and in his presence, we most appropriately should bow in humble 

homage. Yet this God chose to stoop down to our human level and walk among us. He chose 

to get his sandals dirty. And still today he chooses to allow us to encounter him as a friend and 

companion. 

But as John reminds us by his example, this encounter with the Lord is not the result of our own 

merits or accomplishments. We are sinners who stand in need of Christ's help. But thanks be to 

God, he is always willing to extend this help to us. As St. Paul says in today's epistle, "May the 

God of peace make you perfectly holy." Indeed, it is God who does the perfecting, not us by 

our own power. So let us approach the Lord this Advent season with a spirit of hopeful humility, 

trusting that God alone can make us worthy of welcoming his Son. 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

Why do you think the religious leaders of the day were confused about the identity of John 

the Baptist? 

Healing Prayers for: Yvonne Lesesne, Ayanna Hook, Juanita Watkins, Deacon Ralph Cyrus, 

Burdell Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, 

Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, 

Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, , Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon 

McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, 

Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, 

Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, 

Ronald Horton, Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, 

Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy 

Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June 

Murphy  

Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, 

Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 



 

 

 

   

 

 Gaudete Sunday derives its name from the opening prayer 

of the Mass for this day, where we pray, "Gaudete in 

Domino semper" (Rejoice in the Lord always). So in the 

midst of Advent fasting and devotions, we rejoice because 

the time we have been preparing for is almost at hand. 

You may see rose-colored vestments and additions to the 

church environment due to this special Sunday. 

 

A day like this is always good to remind us not to take 

ourselves too seriously. The life of a Christian is not 

always easy, but it is one of joy. If we keep our heads 

bowed too long, no one will be able to see the smiles on 

our faces.  

The New Evangelization calls us to spread the good news with a joy that can be infectious. I 

remember being at a Eucharistic Congress one time where there was a booth set up by an 

order of sisters promoting vocations. I couldn't help but to take notice of how much they 

laughed and how they smiled. I thought, "Who wouldn't want to see what they are about?" 

Does our joy in the Lord serve as an invitation for others to seek out Christ?  

 

May the joy of the Lord be yours on this Gaudete Sunday! The Lord is coming, soon and very 

soon! 

 
 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

 
Monday:           Jer 23:5-8 Mt 1:18-25 

Tuesday:           Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a Lk 1:5-25 

Wednesday:      Is 7:10-14 Lk 1:26-38 

Thursday:        Sg 2:8-14 Lk 1:39-45 

Friday:        1 Sm 1:24-28 1:46-56 

Saturday:          Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 Lk 1:57-66 

Next Sunday:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 Rom 16:25-27  

                          Lk 1:26-38 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

A Penance Service here at Assumption  

One of the best birthday presents you can give to Jesus is your sins! Please join us on this 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 at 6:00 PM.   We will have two priests join Fr Greg in hearing 

confessions in the Church. This is a great 

Advent practice.  

 
Br. Damian and the Dominicans would like to 

thank the Assumption family for hosting them 

last weekend they said, “we had a terrific 

time”.  

 

If anyone is interested in where they can find 

their music albums as well as a free daily blog 

of spiritual writing from the brothers: 

https://www.dominicanajournal.org/music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will begin in January 2018  

    More information to come. 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 2017 
 
 

Christmas Eve Masses 

Sunday, December 24, 2017 10:00 AM 
 
Sunday, December 24, 2017  
Vigil Mass    4:30 PM 

 
Christmas Day Mass 

Monday, December 25, 2017 10:00 AM 
 
 

New Year’s Day Masses 

Sunday, December 31, 2017 10:00 AM 
 
Sunday, December 31, 2017 

Vigil Mass    4:30 PM 

 
 
New Year’s Day Mass 
 
Monday, January 1, 2018  10:00 AM 
 
 



 

 

 

   

 

December 10  

Happy Gaudete (or Rejoice) Sunday! Parishes across the 

Archdiocese of Washington continue to celebrate Advent 

through our Find the Perfect Gift initiative. This Advent 

we are challenged to share the Perfect Gift of Jesus with 

someone in our life who may be searching for meaning or 

friendship. As we encounter others we offer a glimpse of 

the love and joy of Jesus through our words and actions! 

Invite your family and friends to our parish Advent and 

Christmas community celebrations, so that together we 

may grow closer to the source of all joy: Jesus Christ. Visit FindthePerfectGift.org to 

 find Christmas resources and Christmas Mass times across the Archdiocese of Washington. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 17, 2017 


