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            Rev.Gregory Shaffer, Pastor 

 
Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

 

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown  

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                                   

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 10, 2017 

 

 

 

 

“Prepare the way of the Lord!”  We hear this regularly in Advent, but what exactly does 

this look like?  We have the familiar image of St. John the Baptist literally preparing 

the way of the Lord by announcing his coming.  He is referenced in the Gospel today 

as the one prophesied by Isaiah: “Behold I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he 

will prepare your way”.  John prepared the world for the coming of the Christ.  How 

do we prepare the way of the Lord? 

God offers us several ways that we can prepare the way of the Lord through Isaiah in 

today’s first reading (Is 40:1-5, 9-11): 

 

1. “Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!”  Do we waste time 

on a regular basis?  When we look at how we spend our time, do we see 

periods of wasteland?  Advent gives us a good opportunity to do something 

productive during those times.  Even if it’s just 10 or 15 minutes spent doing 

spiritual reading or praying the rosary, it is an experience of being productive 

(like building a road) rather than wasteful.  

 

2. “Every valley shall be filled in”.  In December, our rectory receives calls from 

people who are in different financial valleys as they approach Christmas.  

Most of these folks are worried about getting presents for their kids because 

they didn’t sign up for the Outreach Center’s toy giveaway and have nowhere 

else to turn.  Thankfully, donors have already offered to help families in these 

emergency situations and get their children personalized gifts.  Be generous 

and thoughtful in your almsgiving this Advent!    

 

3. “Every mountain and hill shall be made low”.  The woman who leads our new 

monthly Holy Spirit Rosary told me that someone she prayed with the last 

time she was here received a physical healing.  Her hip pain had disappeared!  



 

 

 

   

 

If I were to ask you what mountains or hills you have in your life now, many 

of you would say physical pain or ailments.  Whether our mountains are 

physical, emotional, or personal, God can make them low (or even remove 

them altogether)!  If we are alert and awake in our faith, then we are open to 

the graces –sometimes miraculous – that God wants to give.  

 

4. “The rugged land shall be made a plain”.  Is there a rough or rugged situation 

in your life right now?  Is there someone from whom you need to ask 

forgiveness?  Is there someone you need to forgive? 

 

5. “Go up onto a high mountain, Zion, herald of glad tidings; cry out at the top 

of your voice, Jerusalem, herald of good news! Fear not to cry out” Last 

weekend, we had a spectacular wedding here involving a young couple.  The 

bride and groom selected our church because they said it is “the most beautiful 

church we’ve ever seen”. Her family has visited here a few times, and has 

fallen in love with our congregation.  We received rave reviews from the 

wedding crowd who had an incredibly positive experience of church here.  We 

had evangelized them with our joy, warmth, hospitality, and faith.  Yes, I went 

a little John the Baptist on them in the homily and preached the truth which 

they said was inspiring.  But, that was after they heard the stories of your 

joyful and loving spirit, encountered your kindness in and around the church, 

and saw a bunch of my smiles (I’m a proud papa at weddings, baptisms, 

confirmations, and first Holy Communions). By the time I said a word about 

marriage or faith during the wedding, we had already evangelized them! 

 

Evangelize your family this Advent and Christmas.  I don’t mean to speak to 

them at the top of your voice.  I mean to be a herald of glad tidings.  Show them 

a joyful or forgiving spirit that is uniquely Christian.  That could very well be 

the precursor for them asking about the good news of the Gospel.  In this way, 

you will prepare the way of the Lord! 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg       



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- December 11, 2017   

John the Baptist announced, "Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths." 

Does preparing a way for the Lord have priority in our lives? Often we spend more time 

preparing paths for ourselves rather than a path for God. Advent calls us to take the 

focus off ourselves and put it on God. We prepare a path for God by practicing and 

living the virtues, being holy and devoted, patient and repentant, and attentive and 

humble. We are asked to bring comfort and healing to people and to show others by the 

way we live our lives that we have a higher calling and purpose. 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK -Mark 1:1-8    

Mark opens his Gospel with a quote from the prophet Isaiah followed by a description 

of John the Baptist and a snapshot of his proclaiming. How do John's words awaken 

you in this season of Advent? 

 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

 

Monday:          Is 35:1-10 Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday:          Zec 2:14-17 Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday:     Is 40:25-31 Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday:         Is 41:13-20 Mt 11:11-15 

Friday:         Is 48:17-19 Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday:          Sir 48:1-4, 9-11 Mt 17:9a, 10-13  

Next Sunday:  Is 61:1-2a, 10-11 1 Thes 5:16-24  

                                                       Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

Healing Prayers for: Yvonne Lesesne, Ayanna Hook, Juanita Watkins, Deacon Ralph Cyrus, 

Burdell Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, 

Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best Gisele Best, 

Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, , Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon 

McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, 

Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, 

Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, 

Ronald Horton, Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, 

Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy 

Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June 

Murphy  

Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, 

Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 



 

 

 

   

 

December Birthday’s 
 

Clifton Smith   1st 

Clarence Rodgers  2nd 

Anre’ Williams  3rd 

Jason W. Smith  7th                                                      

Mary Barnes   9th 

Edith Jones   10th 

Juanita Richardson   12th 

Lisa Harris   13th 

Pauline Nabinett  14th                                                                            

James Poston    15th 

William Workcuff  17th 

Joseph Hughey  18th 

Teresa Brown   19th 

Todd Davis   19th 

Dolores Abrams  20th   

Constance Boulware  21st 

Joe Hook    23rd    

Veronica Brown  25th 

Pauline Johnson  29th 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
We would like to congratulate Brandon King who received  

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults on December 2, 2017. 

 

Welcome and Congratulation to 
Jace Jamari Griffin 

Our newest member at Assumption 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

December 10  

Christmas celebrates the Perfect Gift of God’s love in Jesus, 

and Advent is the time when we prepare our hearts to welcome 

this gift. This week, take time out of the busyness of the season 

to slow down and reflect on the miracle of God becoming man. 

After some quiet reflection, share your joy and inspiration with 

someone you love or on social media to spread the Perfect Gift 

of Jesus this Christmas season. Visit FindthePerfectGift.org to 

find Christmas resources and Mass times across the 

Archdiocese of Washington 

 

 

 

A Penance Service here at Assumption  

One of the best birthday presents you can give to Jesus is your sins! Two priests will join Fr 

Greg in hearing confessions in the Church. This is a great Advent practice. Please join us on 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 at 6:00 PM 

Assumption Christmas Social sponsored by Glorify Praise Team 

Next Sunday, December 17, 2017 following mass, please join us for caroling. Our Youth Choir 

will sing, along with other musical performers. Light refreshments will be served.   

    
  

      We will begin in January 2018 

        More information to come. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
December 10, 2017 


