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The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe
November 26, 2017

“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of the
least brothers of mine, you did for me”
A week ago Saturday, we had almost 100 families come to the parish hall to
pick up their Thanksgiving baskets through the Pope Francis Outreach Center. Last
week, a few more hundred families came to pick up theirs. God is so good to provide
so abundantly through the generosity of our donors, staff, and volunteers! He truly gives
us a chance to live out the corporal works of mercy spelled out in today’s Gospel – “I
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink”. And, given
that it’s in celebration of Thanksgiving, I hope that all of our families gave thanks to
God for his gracious and plentiful gifts of sustenance.
On their side of this, none of the families would enjoy be considered the “least
of my brothers (and sisters)”. In our pride, none of us want to be in the category of
poor or needy. We want to be among those who are strong and self-sufficient. But,
sometimes life brings us to our knees, and we need help. This happens to all of us at
one time or another. How many of the “powerful” in our country are being brought to
their knees vis-à-vis scandal? When we are in serious need – like putting food on the
Thanksgiving table – pride takes a back seat to humility. In a spiritual sense and
brought home by today’s readings, humility is good. It’s actually replete in the Gospel
that humility is necessary for God and goodness to work in us.
The amazing thing about today’s Gospel passage is that the Lord equates the
poor and needy with Himself. He tells a parable about a king, and the king identifies
himself as hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked, ill, and imprisoned. Wait, how can a king
live this way? He is supposed to be strong, powerful, and in total control. Only one
king has ever lived this way fully, and He is the greatest King ever. Christ is the King

of kings! A true king is a shepherd, a point that was driven home well by the Old
Testament prophets like Ezekiel. The true king says, “The lost I will seek out, the
strayed I will bring back, the injured I will bind up, the sick I will heal”. Christ did all
of these and more – He lived as they lived.
So, for those who might be upset at first to be called “the least”, this Gospel and
feast of Christ the King shows that they are in good company. They are in the best
company! They are in the company of and union with Christ the King. Whenever we
wait in line for the spiritual nourishment of the Mass, sacraments, Adoration, Bible
study, etc., we are spiritually putting ourselves in the category of the needy. This is
much better than being among the “sleek and the strong” to whom the Lord says “I will
destroy”. We are spiritually among the least of the Lord’s brethren, and are in union
with the King of the Universe.
May you know the peace of Christ the King,
Fr Greg

Healing Prayers for: Ayanna Hook, Juanita Watkins, Deacon Ralph Cyrus, Burdell
Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy,
Earnest Ingram.Jr., John Howard, Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis, Calvin Best
Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, , Tracy Stachitis, Veronica
Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry
Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred
Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood,
Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison McKenzie,
Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget Barlow, Veronica
Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany
Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy
Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles
Green, Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith,
Viola Walker
LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- November 26th
As the King of the universe, Christ does not desire earthly power or kingly admiration.
What Christ our King desires is that we advocate and work for those most in need among
us: the poor, the unfortunate, the forsaken, the abused, and the exploited. Providing for the
basic needs of others is a human right that we must strive to fulfill. If someone is hungry,
feed her. If someone is without shelter, provide one. If a person requires clothes, clothe
him. When others are in harm's way, find them safety. When it comes to basic human needs,
it does not matter WHY a person is in need; all that matters is that someone IS. That's where
you and I, who are citizens of God's eternal kingdom, come in. What we do for the least of
these, we do for God.
QUESTION OF THE WEEK -Matthew 25:31-46
Just prior to his passion, Jesus speaks of the judgment of the nations at the end-time.
How do you think the Lord will judge our nation at the end of time--as a sheep or a
goat?
READINGS FOR THEWEEK
Monday:
Dn 1:1-6, 8-20 Lk 21:1-4
Tuesday:
Dn 2:31-45Lk 21:5-11
Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28
Lk 21:12-19
Thursday:
Rom 10:9-18 Mt 4:18-22
Friday:
Dn 7:2-14 Lk 21:29-33
Saturday:
Dn 7:15-27 Lk 21:34-3
Next Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7 1 Cor 1:3-9
Mk 13:33-37

Assumption Christmas Social sponsored by Glorify Praise Team
On Sunday, December 17, 2017 following the mass, please join us caroling and
fellowship. Light refreshments will be served. Our Youth Choir will sing, along with
other musical performers. Come and be blessed
St. Thomas More Annual Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 3:00 pm. To purchase tickets, please contact
Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams at the rectory. Tickets: $15.00
Retreat for Parents Whose Children Are Away From the Church
The archdiocesan Office for Family Life is hosting a half-day retreat, “Gather Together
All Your Children Scattered Throughout the World,” for parents whose children are
away from the Church. This hope-filled retreat on Saturday, December 2, from 10am3pm, will include inspiring talks from a pastor, a young adult who has returned to the
Church, and parents who have started prayer groups. There will be Mass, the
opportunity for Confession, and hearts lifted in song before the Lord. The retreat is free,
with lunch, refreshments, and resources provided, and there will be Spanish translation.
It will be held at the St. John Paul II National Shrine 3900 Harewood Rd. Washington
DC 20017.
Did You Know
Loletha Elayne Falana born September 11, 1942, better known by her stage name Lola
Falana, is an American singer, dancer, and actress. In 1987, Falana suffered a major
setback: a severe relapse of multiple sclerosis. Her left side was paralyzed, she became
partially blind, and her voice and hearing were impaired. Her recovery lasted a year and
a half, during which she spent most of her time
praying. Falana attributes her recovery to a spiritual
experience which she described as "Being able to feel
the presence of the Lord." She converted to Roman
Catholicism and worked her newly found spirituality
into her daily life. Though she performed again in Las
Vegas shows in 1987, her practice of religion and
faith became the center of her life. In 1995 she
recorded the pro-life song "Don't Cry, Mary" with
Catholic artist Joseph Lee Hooker.
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