
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 Thirtieth-second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

3411 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, S.E. 

Washington, DC 20032 



 

 

 

   

 

            Rev.Gregory Shaffer, Pastor 

 
Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Thirtieth first  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 12, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 If you have seen Bishop Robert Barron on YouTube or the “Catholicism” series, 

you know how excellent he is.  He provides insightful and entertaining short videos that 

span many topics related to God, the culture, and the world.  We are showing one of his 

videos at Community Sunday this weekend – “Bishop Barron on the Real Presence of 

the Jesus in the Eucharist”.  It is a follow-up to October’s video of an Eucharistic 

miracle which was popular among parishioners and family members.  We are hoping 

that you will send the link of the November video from our parish website to your 

families like you did so well with the October video. 

 

Here is a penetrating article by Bishop Barron about the Mass.  Enjoy! 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

 

Fr Greg 

-------------------------------------------- 

   

“Silence and the meaning of the Mass” 

Bishop Robert Barron 

http://www.catholicworldreport.com. 

 

Robert Cardinal Sarah’s recent book The Power of Silence: Against the Dictatorship of 

Noise explores a number of themes both theological and spiritual, all centering around 

the unhappy role that noise has come to play in our culture and more specifically in the 

Church. His observations are most trenchant in regard to the liturgy, which should come 

as no great surprise, given his role as head of the Vatican Congregation devoted to 

liturgy and sacraments. As I read the sections of his book dealing with the importance 

of silence during Mass, I often found myself nodding vigorously. 

 

http://www.catholicworldreport.com/
https://www.ignatius.com/Products/POS-P/the-power-of-silence.aspx?=cwr
https://www.ignatius.com/Products/POS-P/the-power-of-silence.aspx?=cwr


 

 

 

   

 

I came of age in the period immediately following the Second Vatican Council, when 

an enormous stress was placed, quite legitimately, on the conciliar call for “full, 

conscious, and active participation” in the Mass. That famous phrase, derived from the 

ground-breaking work of the theologians of the liturgical movement of the early and 

mid-twentieth century, was a clarion call to the laity to assume their rightful role as real 

actors in the liturgy and not mere spectators. But in its practical application this came 

too often to imply that the laity must be continually stimulated into action during the 

Mass: processing, standing, singing, responding, clapping, etc. It was as though the 

directors and leaders of the liturgy felt they must be constantly grabbing the 

congregation by the shoulders and shaking them into conscious participation. 

 

Silence, accordingly, tended to be construed as the enemy, for it would lull the people 

into inattention and boredom. Hardly anyone in the post-conciliar liturgical 

establishment appreciated that silence could be a sign of heightened, even enraptured, 

attention on the part of the congregation, a deeply contemplative entry into the mystery 

of the Mass. And what several decades of this in turn has produced, especially among 

the young today, is the impression that the Mass is a sort of religiously-themed 

jamboree, during which our fellowship is celebrated and at which lots and lots of sound 

is indispensable. I will confess that during many years as a priest, and now as a bishop, 

I have often wondered whether our hyper-stimulated congregations know exactly what 

they are participating in. They know that they are active, but active precisely in what? 

 

The Mass is the act by which the Son of God, in union with his mystical body, turns 

toward the Father in worship. Through our full, conscious, and active participation in 

this right praise, we become more rightly ordered, more completely configured to Christ 

and more thoroughly directed toward the Father. We do indeed experience heightened 

fellowship with one another during the Mass, but this is because we are realizing, not 

so much our mutual affection, but our common love of a transcendent third, to use 

Aristotle’s language. 

 

In this regard, one of the most illuminating rubrics under which to read the Mass is that 

of call and response: Christ the head, through the priest who is acting in Christ’s person, 

calls out to the members of his mystical body, and they respond, somewhat in the 

manner of the lovers in the Song of Songs. At the very commencement of the liturgy, 

the priest (again, operating not in his own name but in persona Christi) says, “The Lord 

be with you,” and the people respond, “and with your spirit.” The spirit in question here 

is the power of Christ dwelling in the priest through the sacrament of Holy Orders. This 



 

 

 

   

 

exchange continues throughout the Mass, Head and members conversing with one 

another and solidifying their communion. Jesus speaks his Word in the Old Testament 

readings and in the Pauline epistles, and the members of his body sing back to him in 

the responsorial psalm; Jesus announces himself in the Gospel, and the people chant 

back, “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ;” Jesus breaks open the Word through the 

preaching of the priest, and the people respond with the Creed, a signal of their faith. 

 

Having prepared the gifts (presented by the people), the priest says, “Pray, brothers and 

sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the Father almighty.” 

This line is of great significance, for it signals the moment when Christ and the members 

of his body are turning toward the Father in order to perform an act of sacrifice and 

thanksgiving. How beautifully the Preface to the Eucharistic Prayer expresses this 

dynamic: “Lift up your hearts!” says Christ to his people; they respond, “We lift them 

up to the Lord,” and then Jesus, through his priest, says, “Let us give thanks to the Lord 

our God.” What follows is the magnificent Eucharistic Prayer, directed toward the 

Father and prayed by Head and members together, the latter’s many sacrifices—small 

and large—subsumed into the former’s definitive sacrifice on the cross. At the 

conclusion of the liturgy, Christ sends his mystical body, now more perfectly ordered 

to the Father, back into the world to effect its transformation. 

 

Cardinal Sarah imitates his master Joseph Ratzinger in insisting that silence rightly 

asserts itself throughout this entire process. The silence of gathering, recollecting, 

listening, praying, offering, etc. There is plenty of sound in the Mass, but unless silence 

is cultivated therein as well, we can easily lose sight of what we are doing in this most 

sublime of prayers. 

 

 

https://www.ignatius.com/Author/Default.aspx?AuthorId=9580


 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- November 12th   

Are we ready and prepared for what life will ask of us? The answers to life's challenges, 

especially those that involve purpose, meaning, and happiness are not found in material 

things or by searching the Internet. Many things in life require a journey of the heart 

and the acquisition of wisdom. When one acquires wisdom, one acquires priceless 

wealth. Sadly, pursuing wisdom is not valued by our world these days. Examining our 

lives, pondering the bigger questions, reflecting on where we have been and where we 

are going, are invaluable exercises that not only bring us wisdom but open our eyes to 

God's presence. Those who seek wisdom shall not be disappointed and will always be 

ready for whatever comes their way. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK -Matthew 25:1-13   

The parable of the ten virgins forewarns believers to be prepared for the return of Christ. 

How do you think this is best accomplished? 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:             Wis 1:1-7 Lk 17:1-6  

Tuesday:             Wis 2:23–3:9 Lk 17:7-10 

Wednesday:        Wis 6:1-11 Lk 17:11-19 

Thursday:    Wis 7:22b–8:1 Lk 17:20-25 

Friday:                Wis 13:1-9 Lk 17:26-37 

Saturday:            Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9 Lk 18:1-8 

Next Sunday      Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31   

                            1 Thes 5:1-6 Mt 25:14-30 

                            

Healing Prayers for: Juanita Watkins, Deacon Ralph Cyrus, Burdell Thomas, Angella 

Greene, Frederick McNiel, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  

John Howard, Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis,  Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, 

Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon 

McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father 

Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather 

Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, 

Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, 

Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa 

Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene 

Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our 

Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles 

Green, Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth 

Smith, Viola Walker 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

November birthday’s 
 

Linda Cooper   2nd 

Darlene Jones   4th 

Leslie Lane   11th 

John Gloster Jr.  14th 

Betty Burrows   18th 

Terrence Smith  18th 

Melody Workcuff  19th 

Michele Wheeler  22nd 

Patricia Carroll  23rd 

Marsha Meyers-Carlson 24th 

Anne Barnes   26th 

Vermell Wheeler  27th 

Paul Brown   29th 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

During the month of November, the 

Catholic Church will bring to the forefront 

the rich tradition of black Catholics. There 

are currently more than 200 million people 

of African descent in the Catholic Church, 

with 3 million of them here in the United 

States. That number includes 250 priests, 75 

seminarians, 450 deacons, 400 religious 

women, 50 religious brothers and 798 black 

parishes.  



 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

November 12, 2017 


