
 

 

 

   

 

 Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
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Rev.Gregory Shaffer, 

 Pastor 
Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 8, 2017 

 

 

I hope that those of you who participated in the 

Revival enjoyed it thoroughly.  My favorite 

part was when the spectacular revivalist talked 

about the Eucharist on Tuesday night.  He actually used the phrase “center of our life”.  

I was hooting and hollering!  One of the priests who knows about my C.O.O.L. 

pamphlet on the Eucharist jokingly said to me, “did he get that from you?”  Here is the 

section of the pamphlet that specifically focuses on the Eucharist as the center of our 

lives (C.O.O.L.):     

Think of or even make a list of 10 people, places or things that are most 

important to you.  Family members, boyfriend/girlfriend, friends, the beach, 

sentimental items, other valuable possessions, money, clothes, DVDs, and car might 

top your list.  Now, take a few minutes (or longer), and rank these items 1-10 in 

importance to you (1 is most important). 

 

 Why are these things most important to you?  What do you find or 

receive in each one?  Most likely, you come in contact with them regularly, 

maybe even daily.  If it is a person, what is it about her that you find 

attractive?  What are you looking for from her?  How often do you talk with 

or see him?  What do you experience in his presence?  If it is a thing, why 

do you use it?  What does it give you?  How often do you use it?  If it is a 

place, why is it so special?  The people or things that are most important to 

us say a lot about who we are. 

 

Ultimately, there is one thing we are all looking for: happiness.  We want to be 

truly happy each day and have chosen these people or things to get us there.  Some of 

them help us to find happiness, and some of them don’t.  There are some things in our 

lives that are not good for us, but we still go to them regularly.  For example, an 

alcoholic might have listed bourbon as one of his 10 things because it takes him away 

from his problems.  While it may bring him temporary pleasure, it doesn’t bring him 

true happiness. 

 



 

 

 

   

 

Now, if he didn’t make your top ten list, please add God as a late entry.  

Specifically, write “the Eucharist.”  Take a moment and compare Jesus Christ to all of 

the items on your list.  Jesus died for you.  The Eucharist is a living memorial of what 

Jesus did for you 2000 years ago on the Cross, and what he does for you every day.  He 

gives you his life.  He gives you love.  He gives you true happiness.  No other person, 

place, or thing can give you what the Eucharist gives you. 
 

The Eucharist is c.o.o.l. (center of our lives).  It is truly the flesh and blood of 

him who created us and saved us.   He is as alive in the Eucharist as you and I are alive.  

He wants to be number one on your list.  He is always there for you.  He made you.  He 

knows everything about you.  Everything you’re going through.  Every pain, struggle, 

joy, stress, disappointment, fear, success, hope, and love you’re experiencing.  He wants 

to experience them with you.  He wants you to experience them with him.  He wants to 

be a very real part of your life.  He is waiting for you in the Eucharist. 
 

There are so many things that Fr. Roy joyfully proclaimed about the Eucharist that I 

hope are deeply embedded in your minds and hearts: 

- In Holy Mass and especially in the Consecration, the priest steps into not 

only the shoes of Christ, but his whole person!  This is the meaning of in 

persona Christi.  The priest acts in the person of Christ. 
 

- The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is a re-presentation of Calvary. (It’s not that 

Jesus dies over and over again – Scripture says he died “once and for all”.  

Rather, his sacrifice on the Cross is re-presented by the power of the Holy 

Spirit in the form of bread and wine.  And, it’s His same Body and Blood, 

as He says in John 6:51, the only difference being that it’s His risen Body 

and Blood.)  
 

- Mass is also a re-presentation of the Last Supper in that we hear the words 

Jesus said and honor his command to “do this in memory of me”. 
 

- Mass is a banquet and a meal as well, centered on the Bread of Life which I 

think Fr Roy called “the greatest food in the world”.   
 

- The Eucharist is the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus Christ. 

                          Amen! 
May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg  
 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- OCTOBER 8th   

How often do we find ourselves wanting what is not ours? Greed, envy, and even 

gluttony lead us to a bad end. We live in a world that feels very entitled. Many people 

believe that wants and needs ought to be provided or simply given to them, without any 

work or effort. It is easy to feel that we have received the short end of the stick or less 

than what we deserve. However, feeling shortchanged makes it is impossible to walk 

with gratitude in our hearts and feel a sense of responsibility, the two essential elements 

of the spiritual life. Are we grateful? 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - Matthew 21:28-32  

Like the prophet Isaiah, Jesus uses vineyard imagery to confront the religious leaders 

of Jerusalem. How does this parable of the tenants provoke an examination of 

conscience in your own life? 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:             Jon 1:1–2:1-2, 11 Lk 10:25-37 

Tuesday:             Jon 3:1-10 Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday:        Jon 4:1-11 Lk 11:1-4  

Thursday:    Mal 3:13-20b Lk 11:5-13   

Friday:                Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2 Lk 11:15-26 

Saturday:            Jl 4:12-21 Lk 11:27-28  

Next Sunday:    Is 25:6-10a Phil 4:12-14, 19-20  

                           Mt 22:1-14 

Healing Prayers for: Juanita Watkins, Deacon Ralph Cyrus, Burdell Thomas, Angella 

Greene, Frederick McNiel, Carolyn Poston, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, 

Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis,  Gisele Best, 

Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica 

Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, 

Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, 

Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy 

Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison 

McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget 

Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy 

Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline 

Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, 

Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, 

Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

                                                      

Wanda Newman   2nd 

Jonathan Stevens   6th 

Tammy Hill    10th 

Ruby Jenkins    13th 

Margaret Parker   13th 

Herbert Healey   14th 

George Thomas Sr.   16th 

Montey Fullard   16th 

Eleonora Best    18th 

Christopher Buton   19th 

Daminh Scott    19th 

Angela Wilkinson   19th 

Joan Shields    19th 

Jeanette Thomas   20th 

Timothy Wilkinson   20th 

Calvin Best    21st 

Willie Poston III   22nd 

Marlon Langdon Sr.   26th 

Petrina Williams   30th 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY IS A HOLIDAY 

Mass will be at 10:00 am. 

The church office will be closed. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

Church Projects 

Tomorrow the statues of Mary and Joseph will be picked up, and on Thursday, Oct 

12th thru 14th the work on the church arch will begin, and there will be scaffolding in 

the church.  So daily Mass will be in the Rectory on those days. 

 

 The Museum of the Bible  

The Sodality Union would like invite friends and family, to share the experience of the 

Bible documenting the narrative, history and impact of this Book has had throughout 

time. December 16, 2017, the cost is $12.00, if you would like to attend, please contact 

Ms. Carol Floyd by October 22nd at (301) 249-0752. 

 

 Catholic Charities: Susan Denison Mona Center 

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington is excited to officially open the 

Susan Denison Mona Center in early October. The new space in Temple Hills, MD will 

feature a full-service medical and dental clinic, legal services, as well as nutrition and 

wellness programming. The Mona Center is currently accepting clients by appointment 

only. For more information, please visit www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/mona 

 

World Mission Sunday 

During the weekend of October 14-15, the Archdiocese of Washington will celebrate 

World Mission Sunday, which reminds us of Our Lord's Great Commission to the 

Church to go into the whole world to proclaim the faith (Matthew 28:19). The World 

Mission Sunday collection is unique in that it is a global effort for the entire Church. It 

is a moment each year to provide for the building up of over one thousand local 

churches in Asia and Africa, the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America and Europe, 

an area that covers more than half the territory of the globe. Through the work of these 

churches, and their witness to Christ, the poor receive practical help and experience 

God’s love and mercy that renews hope and peace. 

 

Run for Vocations 

Run for Vocations registration is open! The Marine Corps 10K will be held on Sunday, 

October 22, but plan to register soon, as the race fills quickly. Register at 

www.dcpriest.org/promote/run-for-vocations/register-to-run for both the 10K and Run 

for Vocations. It is not necessary to be part of a parish team to run. All proceeds to 

support vocation promotion and benefit seminarians of the Archdiocese of Washington. 

For more information, go to www.dcpriest.org, search "Run for Vocations" on 

Facebook, or email RFV@adw.org.  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=73970186&msgid=606330&act=MMSB&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcpriest.org%2Fpromote%2Frun-for-vocations%2Fregister-to-run
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=73970186&msgid=606330&act=MMSB&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcpriest.org
mailto:RFV@adw.org
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