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Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 3, 2017 

 

In the midst of the tense national discussion 

about removing public statues of historical American figures vis-a-vis slavery, you 

might have received questions about the Bible regarding slavery.  If not, there’s a good 

chance that those questions are coming. In fact, I would guess that the focus of the 

movement will turn its attention ultimately to remove the Bible from the public square.  

This is something that has been in the works for years from secularists and atheists for 

other reasons, as you know.  You also know that many people think that the Bible does 

not condemn slavery and thus tacitly approves of it. The article below from 

catholic.com addresses this and other key points to know about the Bible with regards 

to slavery.  I hope this helps us understand the Word of God better, and to teach others 

the truth.  Please be at peace “in receiving the Word of God …not as the word of men, 

but as it truly is, the word of God” (1 Thes 2:13).  

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg   

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Many opponents of Christianity say the Bible condones slavery. Others say the fact that 

none of the inspired writers (indeed, not even Christ himself in the Gospel accounts) 

condemn slavery outright shows an implicit acceptance of it. But the fact is, the Bible 

promotes an ethic of equality and mercy to the downtrodden, including those who were 

enslaved in the ancient world. 

A “slave religion” 

In his letters to Christian communities, St. Paul described himself as a slave who 

belonged to Christ (see Romans 1:1, Philippians 1:1), exhorted his listeners not to be 

slaves to sin (see Romans 6:15-23), and encouraged them to be slaves to one another 



 

 

 

   

 

(see Galatians 5:13). Paul even said that Christ took on the nature of a slave and became 

poor for our sake (see 2 Corinthians 8:9, Philippians 2:7). 

His audience knew what it meant to be a slave—not surprising, since Christianity’s 

compassion for the lowly earned it a reputation as a “slave religion.” The second-

century pagan critic Celsus once described converts to the Church as “foolish and low 

individuals” like “slaves, and women, and children” (Origen, Against Celsus, 3.59). 

However, this language of Paul’s does not mean he endorsed slavery or that he thought 

it should be a part of God’s kingdom. To understand why this is the case, let’s look at 

the specific exhortations Paul gives to slaves, starting with one passage critics of the 

Bible often cite: 

Slaves, be obedient to those who are your earthly masters, with fear and trembling, in 

singleness of heart, as to Christ; not in the way of eye-service, as men-pleasers, but as 

servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, rendering service with a good 

will as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that whatever good any one does, he will 

receive the same again from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free (Eph. 6:5-8). 

Many critics of the Bible say these words are indefensible. And yet what advice should 

Paul have given Christian slaves in the Roman Empire? To rebel against their masters? 

A hundred years before, a slave named Spartacus had led a rebellion in southern France 

that scored a few victories but was defeated by the Roman general Marcus Crassus. 

Spartacus died in battle, and 6,000 of his comrades were crucified along the Appian 

Way. A similar fate would have awaited any Christian slave uprising. 

Maybe instead of encouraging outright rebellion Paul could have said that slavery was 

wrong and encouraged slaves to simply revile their masters. But even that advice would 

have risked the persecution of the whole Church had the Roman authorities become 

aware of it. 

Paul was more concerned about people being enslaved to sin than their being enslaved 

to other people (though, as we will see, Paul was also concerned about human slavery). 

This attitude parallels Jesus’ warning that sinners become “slaves to sin” (John 8:34), 

as well as his exhortation to fear the one who can kill the body and the soul in hell and 

not just the one who can kill the body (see Matthew 10:28). 



 

 

 

   

 

Paul’s advice to slaves 

Paul’s advice to Christian slaves was to endure their unjust condition by persevering in 

holiness. For example, Paul told Titus, “Bid slaves to be submissive to their masters 

and to give satisfaction in every respect; they are not to talk back, nor to pilfer, but to 

show entire and true fidelity, so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God 

our Savior” (Titus 2:9-10). 

A slave may not have had control over whether he would be enslaved in this life, but 

he could control whether he would be enslaved to Satan in the next. St. Peter also taught 

this when he told slaves, “Be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to 

the kind and gentle but also to the overbearing. For one is approved if, mindful of God, 

he endures pain while suffering unjustly” (1 Pet. 2:18-19). 

Peter and the other apostles knew that slavery was wrong, but they also knew that it 

was better to conquer evil with good (see Romans 12:21) than to commit evil in order 

to achieve good. That’s why Peter asks what good it does for a slave to commit evil 

against his master and then be beaten in return. At least, when a slave is beaten for no 

good reason and does not respond with evil (in imitation of Christ, who endured similar 

abuses without retaliation), he will stand blameless before God (see 1 Peter 2:20). 

Loyalty to a master was also a common way for slaves in the Roman Empire to earn 

their freedom. After serving a master faithfully, a slave would be released as a libertus 

who served his master in a new capacity as a freeman (we will see what that entailed 

shortly). Paul may even have exhorted slaves to acquire their freedom in this way: 

Every one should remain in the state in which he was called. Were you a slave when 

called? Never mind. But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity. 

For he who was called in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he 

who was free when called is a slave of Christ. You were bought with a price; do not 

become slaves of men. So, brethren, in whatever state each was called, there let him 

remain with God (1 Cor. 7:20-24). 

This passage shows that Paul didn’t think slavery was a good thing. In fact, he implicitly 

argued that men could not own other men because God owns all humans by virtue of 

having redeemed them on the cross (see 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, 7:23). Being enslaved 

to men was an unjust part of this life that had no place in the kingdom of God. 



 

 

 

   

 

In that kingdom, everyone, regardless of socioeconomic background, is a slave of 

Christ, our true Lord and Master. That’s why Paul says, “There is neither Jew nor 

Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all 

one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). 

This was a revolutionary idea, given that Roman intellectuals, while lamenting some 

aspects of slavery, generally held slaves to be of lesser worth than free men. One 

example of this is the philosopher Seneca who, although he discouraged merciless 

corporal punishment, compared slaves to valuable property like jewels one must 

constantly worry about. 

According to Joshel, “Seneca sees slaves as inferiors who can never rise above the level 

of humble friends” (Slavery in the Roman World, 127). In contrast, slaves in the early 

Church were not stigmatized. In fact, some—like Pius I (A.D. 140-155) and Callixtus 

I (218-223)—even held the office of pope. 

So, however one considers the deeply troubling history of slavery in the U.S., even of 

slaveholders who deemed themselves Christians, one cannot appeal to Christianity to 

justify this ancient and immoral practice. 

 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- SEPTEMBER 3rd  

Even as people of faith we often find ourselves reasoning our way through our trials 

and difficulties. It makes a huge difference using our own eyes and not those of God. 

God knows that we live in an imperfect world filled with suffering, pain, difficulties, 

disappointments, and death; all part of the mix. Jesus shows us by example that when 

we encounter hardships God transforms them into something better. We do not need to 

despair. God gives us hope. When we view our lives through God's eyes and not our 

own this gift of hope and transformation becomes very apparent. We must lose our lives 

in order to gain them. 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK - Matthew 16:21-27 

Jesus defines true discipleship in the context of his passion prediction. How are you 

challenged by Jesus' words? 

 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:           1 Thes 4:13-18 Lk 4:16-30  

Tuesday:           1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11 Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday:      Col1:1-8 Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday:          Col 1:9-14 Lk 5:1-11 

Friday:          Mi 5:1-4a Mt 1:1-16, 18-23  

Saturday:          Col1:21-23 Lk 6:1-5   

Next Sunday:  Ez 33:7-9 Rom 13:8-10 Mt 18:15-20 

Healing Prayers for: Burdell Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, Carolyn 

Poston, Mildred Brown, George Thomas, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, 

Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis,  Gisele Best, 

Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica 

Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, 

Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, 

Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy 

Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison 

McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget 

Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy 

Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline 

Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, 

Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, 

Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MASS WILL MOVE TO THE THIRD 

SUNDAY, STARTING IN OCTOBER. 

 

CCD Class Registration 

Registration for CCD will begin on Sunday, September 10, 2017.  Forms will be in the 

back of the church.  For more information please see Mrs. Shelah Gray or Mrs. Margaret 

Stevens. 

 

Cherub Choir Announcement  

The Cherub Choir will start rehearsing on Saturday, September 16th at 11:00 am.  There 

are sign-up forms in the rear of the church.  For more information please call Mrs. 

Denese Clay at 301-787-6990  

  

East of the River Revival “Where There Is Light, There Is Hope!”  

The 28th Annual East of the River Revival will start on Saturday, September 30, with 

a Youth Rally at the Church of the Incarnation in Washington, DC 880 Eastern Ave., 

NE. The Revival then follows on Monday-Wednesday, October 2-4, beginning at 7pm 

each evening at 2210 Callaway St Holy Family Church in Hillcrest Heights, MD.   
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