
 

 

 

   

 

 Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

3411 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, S.E. 
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Rev.Gregory Shaffer, 

 Pastor 
Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

      

 

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 24, 2017 

 

+In June of 2000, Msgr. Thomas Wells, a 

beloved priest of Washington, was murdered in 

his rectory at Mother Seton parish in Germantown.  The tragic story of his murder and 

the mystery of his unknown killer dominated local news for over a week.  When Robert 

Lucas was brought to trial a year later for the crime, he was understandably scorned by 

Catholics and non-Catholics for stabbing a priest to death.  We might even say he was 

public enemy # 1 in our town at that time.  His family felt the scourge of our area, but 

attended the trial each day nonetheless.  

 

Something amazing happened, though, on the day of the verdict.   While we all waited 

in a crowded hall outside the courtroom, the Lucas family walked past us.  As they did, 

the Wells family reached out to them by extending a hand in peace.  They shook hands 

and conversed for a few moments.  There were audible gasps from those in the hall 

witnessing this surreal but Christian moment.  I realized pretty quickly that this one of 

the best examples of “forgiving seventy seven times” I had ever seen. 

 

Last week, I asked the questions “Why does God forgive” and “Why should we 

forgive?”.  We should forgive to live God’s mercy.  We should forgive seventy seven 

times to extend God’s mercy in extreme situations like the Wells family did with the 

Lucas family.  Here are some simple reasons to forgive others: 

 

- to be forgiven by God (“forgive us…as we forgive those who trespass against us”) 

- we’re not perfect…why hold others to perfection 

- God doesn’t hold grudges, so we shouldn’t 

- to be God-like (most Christ-like when forgive) 

- what it means to be a Christian 

 

Forgiving seventy seven times applies to constantly being forgiven by God, forgiving 

others, and forgiving ourselves.  The last one is the hardest!  Even though people dread 

the first one the most, Confession is actually the easiest of the three because we know 

that God’s mercy is perfect.  We know that He will respond perfectly to our contrition 



 

 

 

   

 

by forgiving us.  Every time.  We know that when we walk out of the confessional, WE 

ARE FORGIVEN.  It’s over.  It’s done.   

 

And yet, in our pride, we hold on to some confessed sins that God has absolved  He has 

let them go, but we hold on to them.  So, we need to forgive ourselves and LET IT GO.  

Forgiving ourselves comes from humility which helps us to accept that we’re sinners 

and not perfect.  One saint said that “the truly humble person is never shocked by sin”. 

The proud person, however, still “can’t believe I did that”.  But, the humble person 

acknowledges, “okay, I’m a sinner”. In admitting that deep down, the person 

experiences a lightening of the load.  It really is a true experience of “my yoke is easy, 

my burden light”.  Forgiveness brings healing and peace. 

Let’s say that you want to be forgiven by God, forgive others, and forgive yourself, but 

are having trouble doing it.  For the first one, I would suggest Confession even it’s just 

venial sins you need to confess.  The soul that comes out of Confession is as clean as 

the body that comes out of the shower!  The priest can really help to walk you through 

the Sacrament if you’re worried about how to confess. 

 

For help with forgiving others or yourself, here are some guidelines: 

 

- seek God’s Grace through daily Mass, Wednesday Adoration, monthly Confession 

- pray for the person or situation  

- daily prayer + devotions / novenas 

- Sacred Scripture 

- compassion: understand the whole person and situation 

- humor (be able to laugh at yourself) 

- read the lives of saints who are examples of constant + radical forgiveness 

(e.g., St. Maria Goretti who forgave the man who killed her) 

 

When I’m talking with people who are struggling to forgive, I ask them to write the 

sin(s) down on a sheet(s) of paper.  They will use the above guidelines in relation to 

that sheet, and when they are ready they will tear it up.  It’s like tearing up an IOU.  It’s 

a visible sign of tearing up a debt.  This is helpful because it names it, analyzes it in the 

presence of God, and then forgives it in a visible and memorable way.  You won’t forget 

the sin, but you will remember that you forgave it! 

 

May you know the peace of Christ,    

Fr Greg   



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- SEPTEMBER 17th   

True love does not measure itself against the love of others. If I am truly in love with 

God there is no need to compare myself with others or succumb to jealousy if others 

appear closer than I or because I have loved longer. Authentic love does not consider 

benefits or privileges. It simply desires to be in the presence of the One who is loved. 

God invites all of his children into a relationship with him. It does not matter when 

along our life's journey we accept that invitation. It is only important that we do. In our 

Gospel today, the owner of the vineyard promised the usual daily wage to everyone, 

regardless of what time each started working. God promises love and eternal life to all 

who enter into relationship with him. It does not matter when. This is God's pure 

merciful gift. It is God's to give as God desires. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - Matthew 20:1-16a  

How does Jesus' teaching about the kingdom of heaven (as heard in the parable of the 

workers in the vineyard) invite a new way of thinking about God? 
 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:             EzR 1:1-6 Lk 8:16-18   

Tuesday:             Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20 Lk 8:19-21  

Wednesday:        EzR 9:5-9  Lk 9:1-6  

Thursday:          Hg 1:1-8 Lk 9:7-9  

Friday:          Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 Jn 1:47-51  

Saturday:            Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a Lk 9:43b-45   

 Next Sunday:   Ez 18:25-28 Phil 2:1-11 Mt 21:28-32  

Healing Prayers for: Burdell Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, Carolyn 

Poston, Mildred Brown, George Thomas, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, 

Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis,  Gisele Best, 

Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica 

Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, 

Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, 

Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy 

Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison 

McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget 

Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy 

Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline 

Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, 

Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, 

Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

To My Church Family, 

I am so grateful and thankful for all your 

prayers, cards, calls monetary gifts and thoughts.  

A special thanks to Fr. Greg, Teresa Smith and 

Mrs. Holly.  Bod Bless You All!  

Carolyn Poston 

The Children’s Mass 

Starting in October the children’s mass will be on the third Sunday. 

  

CCD Class  

Forms are in the back of the church to sign up for CCD.  For more information please 

see Mrs. Shelah Gray or Mrs. Margaret Stevens. 

 

Cherub Choir Announcement  

There are sign-up forms in the rear of the church, if you have a child that is interted.  

For more information please call Mrs. Denese Clay at 301-787-6990  

   

The Museum of the Bible  

The Sodality Union would like invite friends and family, to share the experience of the 

Bible documenting the narrative, history and impact of this Book has had throughout 

time. December 16, 2017, the cost is $12.00, if you would like to attend, please contact 

Ms. Carol Floyd by October 22nd at (301) 249-0752. 

 

The Acacia Tree 

As we prepare for the 28th East of the Revival our Acacia tree is at the foot of the Altar. 

Please dropped your prayer intentions in the basket. We will take all the written prayer 

intentions to the first day of the revival where they will be added to those from the other 

revival churches and prayed on each day. On the final day, they will be burned and the 

smoke and ashes carrying your prayers sent up 

toward heaven. 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 Catholic Charities: Susan Denison Mona Center 

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington is excited to officially open the 

Susan Denison Mona Center in early October. The new space in Temple Hills, MD will 

feature a full-service medical and dental clinic, legal services, as well as nutrition and 

wellness programming. The Mona Center is currently accepting clients by appointment 

only. For more information, please visit www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/mona 

 

Run for Vocations 

Run for Vocations registration is open! The Marine Corps 10K will be held on 

Sunday, October 22, but plan to register soon, as the race fills quickly. Register at 

www.dcpriest.org/promote/run-for-vocations/register-to-run for both the 10K and Run 

for Vocations. It is not necessary to be part of a parish team to run. All proceeds to 

support vocation promotion and benefit seminarians of the Archdiocese of 

Washington. For more information, go to www.dcpriest.org, search "Run for 

Vocations" on Facebook, or email RFV@adw.org.  

 

15th Annual Worldwide Children’s Eucharistic Holy Hour 

 On Friday, October 13 at 10am, the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 

Conception invites you to join Catholic school children from around the world as they 

gather before the Eucharistic Lord to pray the Rosary for peace in our communities 

and in our families. Families with children are highly encouraged to attend. For more 

information, please visit www.nationalshrine.org or call 202-526-8300. 

 

  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=73970186&msgid=606330&act=MMSB&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcpriest.org%2Fpromote%2Frun-for-vocations%2Fregister-to-run
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=73970186&msgid=606330&act=MMSB&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcpriest.org
mailto:RFV@adw.org


 

 

 

   

 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINED 

Question: 

Who is St. Jerome and why is he so significant that we honored him with a feast 

on September 30? 

 

Answer: 

St. Jerome (345-420) was considered the greatest biblical scholar of his day, 

conversant with Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. He set about translating the books 

of the Bible from their original languages into Latin. 

 

Much of Jerome's correspondence has survived and gives us a powerful glimpse 

into the kind of person that he was, as well as the time in which he lived. 

Jerome eventually became Pope Damasus' (366-384) personal secretary. In the 

West, Latin was overtaking Greek as the language of the common people. The 

pope desired a translation of the Bible that would be accurately translated from 

the original languages into the language and idiom of the people. Previous Latin 

translations existed, but they were poor in quality. 

 

Jerome set about this task and spent the rest of his life meticulously translating. 

He is credited with the translation of the Bible known as the Vulgate, a Latin 

translation intended to address the needs of the common people. That 

translation became the standard and the only one used by Catholics until 

modern times. Catholics did not actively engage in a similar process until 1943, 

when Pius XII allowed Catholic scholars once again to go back to the original 

languages and translate an accurate and meticulous version of the Bible. We 

carry on that tradition to this very day. 

 

 
[Cite your source here.] 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take 
what is yours and go. What if I wish to give this last one the 
same as you? Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own 
money? Are you envious because I am generous?' Thus, the last 
will be first, and the first will be last." - Mt 20:13-16 
 



 

 

 

   

 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 24, 2017  


