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Rev.Gregory Shaffer, 
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Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

      

 

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 17, 2017 

 

After Pope John Paul II was shot in 1981, the 

cover of Time magazine had a picture of the 

Roman pontiff forgiving the assassin with the headline, “Why Forgive?”  If we remove 

the cynical tone, it is a good question to ask.  While many of us might not have 

encountered someone who has tried to kill us, we all have been in situations where 

extreme forgiveness was required.  In today’s Gospel, the Lord Jesus calls His disciples 

to forgive “not seven times, but seventy-seven times” (Mt 18:22).  This is extreme 

forgiveness.  This week and next, I’d like to address all of this under the heading of 

“Why forgive?” 
 

First, why should God forgive?  Let’s go back to the beginning of the story 

between God and man.  He creates man (male and female) and gives him everything 

that he could ever want or need.  All that comes from God is good.  The first roaming 

place on earth – the garden of Eden – is described as “paradise”.  So, for man, it’s all 

good!  God has hooked him up big time.  But, then, man chooses to waste all of that 

through Original Sin.   

To make things worse, as the Catechism says, “after that first sin, the world is virtually 

inundated by sin. There is Cain’s murder of his brother Abel and the universal 

corruption which follows in the wake of sin. Likewise, sin frequently manifests itself 

in the history of Israel, especially as infidelity to the God of the Covenant and as 

transgression of the Law of Moses” (CCC, #401).  

In addition, the prophets that God sent received extreme persecution.  So, basically, 

man spits on all the good that God gave him.  God’s response?  He sends His only Son 

into the world in order to forgive the serious and long-standing sins of His people.  

Throughout salvation history, God counters sin with mercy.  Why? How? 

 

It is God’s nature to forgive.  That’s who He is.  His essence is mercy. His essence is 

love.  Plainly put, God cannot NOT forgive.  God cannot NOT love.  He is Father 

Almighty with “infinite mercy, for he displays his power at its height by freely forgiving 

sins” (CCC, # 270). We see the image of the Father of Mercy through the father of the 

prodigal son (Lk 15).  The son represents the children of God who have wasted their 



 

 

 

   

 

inheritance - the beautiful gifts of their Creator and Father.  After his disastrous sin, he 

comes to his father to ask for mercy.  When the father saw his son returning to him, “he 

was filled with compassion”.  God is always filled with compassion. God is always 

filled with love.  “The first effect of the gift of love is the forgiveness of sins” (CCC, 

#734). 

 

It is also God’s plan to forgive.  In His infinite wisdom and providence, He knew that 

we would sin and reject Him when He created us. His Plan from all eternity, then, was 

to forgive us.  It’s not like He was caught off guard by our sin and our need for 

forgiveness.  We never catch God off guard by our sin.  He has seen it all coming.  It’s 

always a dramatic point whenever I counsel someone that Christ saw all their sins from 

the Cross and gave His life for their sins to be forgiven.  That’s really the place to go 

when we ask why does God forgive.  The Cross is the greatest sign of God’s mercy and 

love in the world.  And, on top of the dramatic act of offering His body and blood for 

the forgiveness of our sins, He even says on the Cross, “Father, forgive them for they 

know not what they do”.  

 

Second, why should we forgive? My favorite answer to this and similar questions 

is, because Jesus says so!  He says so in today’s Gospel: “forgive seventy-seven times”.  

This essentially means to forgive always.  It means to have radical and limitless 

mercy…to always being willing to forgive.  Sound like anyone that I just described 

above? We should forgive so that we can be like God who always forgives.  We should 

forgive in order to live God’s mercy.   

 

We should also forgive to receive God’s mercy. In today’s first reading (Sir 27), the 

Lord says, “forgive your neighbor’s injustice; then when you pray, your own sins will 

be forgiven”.  We pray each time in the Lord’s Prayer, ‘forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us’.  In other words, we will be forgiven based on 

how we have forgiven others. 

 

Next week, I will present other examples of forgiving seventy-seven times.  What are 

examples in your own life or that you have seen around you?  I will also explore the 

process and benefits of forgiveness, and what to do when you’re having trouble 

forgiving someone. 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg 



 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- SEPTEMBER 17th   

Relationships are the focus of our reflection again this week, calling us to practice 

forgiveness unconditionally. This is a difficult thing for us to do. Forgiving someone 

does not mean that we necessarily tolerate or condone their behavior. Rather, it has to 

do with letting go of the anger and the hurt that really is more self-destructive than 

productive. We are called to recognize the brokenness and sinfulness of each other. 

We may, at times, have to walk away from an abusive or destructive relationship. 

However, keeping in mind the lessons it taught, we can free ourselves from its hurtful 

grasp by learning how to forgive as God forgives. It's a tall order 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - Matthew 18:15-20 

What does Jesus' parable of the unforgiving servant teach us about God's mercy? 

 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:            1 Tm 2:1-8 Lk 7:1-10  

Tuesday:            1 Tm 3:1-13 Lk 7:11-17   

Wednesday:       1 Tm 3:14-16 Lk 7:31-35  

Thursday:          Eph 4:1-7, 11-13 Mt 9:9-13  

Friday:         1 Tm 6:2c-12 Lk 8:1-3 

Saturday:           1 Tm 6:13-16 Lk 8:4-15   

 Next Sunday:   Is 55:6-9 Phil 1:20c-24, 27a Mt 20:1-16a  

Healing Prayers for: Burdell Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, Carolyn 

Poston, Mildred Brown, George Thomas, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, 

Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis,  Gisele Best, 

Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica 

Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, 

Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, 

Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy 

Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison 

McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget 

Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy 

Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline 

Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, 

Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, 

Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 
                                                              Happy Grandparent’s Day 



 

 

 

   

 

 

  



 

 

 

   

 

September birthday’S 
 

Lillian Taylor   5th 

Courtney Davis  6th 

Anthony Newman  7th 

Sidney Griffin   7th  

Harvey Page   8th 

Delores Carson  9th                                                       

Joseph Washington   10th 

Mason Langdon  11th                 

Brittney Davis   16th 

Audrey Jones   17th 

Margaret Stevens  18th 

Renualt King Sr.  18th 

Teresa Wilkinson  20th 

Lakeysha Bryant  22nd 

Sterling Warren  25th 

Kenneth Stewart  28th 

Joe Barber   28th 

Kenneth Smith  28th 

William Barnes  28th 

Derrick Hare   29th 

 

CCD Class Registration 

Forms are in the back of the church to sign up for CCD.  For more information please 

see Mrs. Shelah Gray or Mrs. Margaret Stevens. 

 

Cherub Choir Announcement  

The Cherub Choir started rehearsing on Saturday, September 16th at 11:00 am.  There 

are sign-up forms in the rear of the church, if you have a child that is interted.  For more 

information please call Mrs. Denese Clay at 301-787-6990  



 

 

 

   

 

   

The Museum of the Bible  

The Sodality Union would like invite friends and family, to share the experience of the 

Bible documenting the narrative, history and impact of this Book has had throughout 

time. December 16, 2017, the cost is $12.00, if you would like to attend, please contact 

Ms. Carol Floyd by October 22nd at (301) 249-0752. 

 

The Acacia Tree 

As we prepare for the 28th East of the Revival our Acacia tree is at the foot of the Altar. 

Please dropped your prayer intentions in the basket. We will take all the written prayer 

intentions to the first day of the revival where they will be added to those from the other 

revival churches and prayed on each day. On the final day, they will be burned and the 

smoke and ashes carrying your prayers sent up 

toward heaven. 

  

The Children’s Mass 

Starting in October the children’s mass will be on the third Sunday. 
  

The 25TH International Week of Prayer and Fasting coalition in collaboration 

with the Marians Fathers, Legion of Mary and Priests for Life, are asking for 

individuals, families, prayer groups and parishes to unite for nine days (Oct 1th – 9th) 

of prayer and fasting for the following goals: 

Conversion of all Peoples and Nations, to Build a Culture of Life, to Defend the 

Sanctity of Marriage and Family Life, to Pray for Peace and to Implore 

God’s Mercy. Parishes are encouraged to host holy hours, recitation of the Rosary, 

Masses and some kind of sacrifice or penance during these nine 

days.  



 

 

 

   

 
 



 

 

 

   

 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 17, 2017  


