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Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis   

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

       

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 10, 2017 

 

In our Bible Study last Tuesday, we honed in on the main connection between this 

Sunday’s readings: “admonish the sinner”.  This is one of the spiritual works of mercy 

that we are called to perform.  In the first reading, the Lord says through the prophet 

Ezekiel, “speak out to dissuade the wicked”.  And, in the Gospel, the Lord Jesus taught 

the Apostles, “go and tell (your brother who sins) his fault”.  We know and live the 

corporal works of mercy well:  

 

Feed the hungry  

Give drink to the thirsty  

     Clothe the naked 

Shelter the homeless  

     Visit the sick  

     Ransom the captive 

     Bury the dead  

 

But, how well do we know the spiritual works of mercy?  The following write-up on 

them from usccb.org should help.   

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

 

Fr Greg 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

COUNSELING THE DOUBTFUL 

Everyone has moments of doubt in their faith journey.  Nevertheless, we should always 

remember that Christ is the Way, the Truth, and the Life and turn to him along our way. 

 

 Listen to counsel and receive instruction, that you may eventually become wise" 

(Prov 19:20) 



 

 

 

   

 

 The Cross of Christ "the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than human strength" (1 Cor 1:25) 

 Has someone asked you for advice? Orient your response to Christ, who is the Way, 

the Truth, and the Life 

 Follow Christ with the witness of your life so that others may see God's love revealed 

in your actions 

 Accompany a friend who is struggling with believing to join a parish group for 

service or faith formation, share a book you found useful in dealing with your friend's 

faith concern, and worship at Sunday Mass 

 

 

INSTRUCTING THE IGNORANT 

Learn about our faith and be open to talking with others about our beliefs.  There is 

always something more to discover about our faith. 

 

 Go on a service trip or short-term mission trip.  No time? Donate to support someone 

on their service trip 

 Volunteer to help with religious education programs at your parish 

 Invite someone to go to mass with you this weekend 

 Know your faith! Read through the USCCA to find out more about the Catholic faith 

and how to live it 

 

ADMONISHING THE SINNER 

Do not judge, but be supportive in helping others find their way and correct their 

mistakes.  Together we can learn to walk more closely with Christ 

 

 In humility, we must strive to create a culture that does not accept sin, while realizing 

that we all fall at times 

 Don't judge, but guide others towards the path of salvation (see Mt 7:1-2) 

 When you correct someone, don't be arrogant. We are all in need of God's loving 

correction. 

 We should journey together to a deeper understanding of our shared faith  

 "Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will see clearly to remove 

the splinter from your brother's eye" (Mt 7:5) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

COMFORTING THE SORROWFUL 

Be open to listening and comforting those who are dealing with grief.  Even if we aren't 

sure of the right words to say, our presence can make a big difference. 

 

 Lend a listening ear to those going through a tough time 

 Make a home cooked meal for a friend who is facing a difficult time 

 Write a letter or send a card to someone who is suffering 

 A few moments of your day may make a lifetime of difference to someone who is 

going through a difficult time 

 

FORGIVING INJURIES 

Forgiving others is difficult at times because we do not have God's limitless mercy and 

compassion.  But Jesus teaches us that we should forgive as God forgives, relying on 

him to help us show others the mercy of God 

 

 Let go of grudges 

 Saying sorry is something we learn as kids, but how often do we really mean it? 

Forgiveness transforms hearts and lives 

 Participate in the Sacrament of Penance 

 Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 

BEARING WRONGS PATIENTLY 

Do not be bitter about wrongs done against you.  Place your hope in God so that you 

can endure the troubles of this world and face them with a compassionate spirit.  

 

 Frustrated with someone? Step away from the situation, take a few deep breaths, pray 

the Our Father, asking God for patience 

 

PRAYING FOR THE LIVING AND THE DEAD 

Prayer is one of the most powerful ways we can support others.  Joining together in 

prayer for the living and the dead entrusts us all into God's care. 

 

 Request a mass intention for a friend or family member who is going through a 

tough time 

 Request a mass intention for a friend or family member who has passed away 

 Keep your own book of prayer intentions, writing down the names of those who 

you are keeping in your prayers 



 

 

 

   

 

 Ask a friend or family member if there is anything you can pray for them about 

 Through prayer, entrust your cares and concerns for those around you to God 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

                 This date, 9-11, carries a heavy burden of memory.  

This day does not pass in the calendar without our remembering. We remember 

images of death and destruction. Images that human eyes were never meant to 

see.  We remember the heroism of the many that lost their lives in saving others.  

But today and in this prayer, along with our remembrance of profound loss, it 

also seems right that we give voice to our deep longing for peace, and with this 

prayer, commit ourselves to those actions that will draw us closer to our most 

ancient and most holy desire, peace among all God’s children. 

Dona nobis pacem 

Lord, grant us peace.  Amen. 



 

 

 

   

 

 LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- SEPTEMBER 3rd   

Relationships are difficult, requiring honesty, dialogue, respect, and tolerance. We can 

easily offend one another, even by doing the simplest of things. Feelings can be hurt 

and relationships can become hurtful. Sometimes, our own wounds end up wounding 

others. When division or discord results, rather than responding with anger, judgment, 

and vindication, Jesus instructs us to be compassionate, tolerant, respectful, and 

forgiving. We can do this even when we have to confront someone with the truth, which 

may not always be well received. Even with our brokenness, we are all an image of 

God and should do all in our power to properly resolve conflicts. 

 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK - Matthew 18:15-20 

Jesus commands fellow believers to be direct and honest with each other when one 

sins against another. Why is this so challenging? 

 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:            Col1:24–2:3 Lk 6:6-11  

Tuesday:            Col 2:6-15 Lk 6:12-19   

Wednesday:       Col 3:1-11 Lk 6:20-26  

Thursday:         Nm 21:4b-9Jn 3:13-17   

Friday:         1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14 Jn 19:25-27 

Saturday:           1 Tm 1:15-17 Lk 6:43-49  

 Next Sunday:  Sir 27:30—28:7 Rom 14:7-9 Mt 18:21-35  

Healing Prayers for: Burdell Thomas, Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, Carolyn 

Poston, Mildred Brown, George Thomas, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, 

Earnest Ingram.Jr.,  John Howard, Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis,  Gisele Best, 

Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica 

Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, 

Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, 

Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy 

Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison 

McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget 

Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy 

Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline 

Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, 

Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, 

Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

                                                              Happy Grandparent’s Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grandparents Day Blessing 

 

God of our ancestors, 

we thank you for our children 

and our children's children. 

They are reminders from you about how precious life can be. 

We humbly ask for wisdom and patience as we take pride and wonder in our 

grandchildren. 

 

Those of us who now pray to you 

also seek your blessing upon these men and women 

who are our grandparents or who act in place of grandparents. 

Bless all the children and their parents and grandparents 

with your abundant grace. 

 

On this day bless all grandparents 

and their grandchildren. 

May they both praise you 

for their place in the world. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MASS WILL MOVE TO THE THIRD 

SUNDAY, STARTING IN OCTOBER. 

 

CCD Class Registration 

Registration for CCD will begin on Sunday, September 10, 2017.  Forms will be in the 

back of the church.  For more information please see Mrs. Shelah Gray or Mrs. Margaret 

Stevens. 

 

Cherub Choir Announcement  

The Cherub Choir will start rehearsing on Saturday, September 16th at 11:00 am.  There 

are sign-up forms in the rear of the church.  For more information please call Mrs. 

Denese Clay at 301-787-6990  

  

  

The Museum of the Bible  

Sodality at Assumption along with the Sodality Union would like invite friends and 

family, to share the experience of the Bible documenting the narrative, history and 

impact of this Book has had throughout time. December 16, 2017, the cost is $12.00.  

For more information please contact Ms. Carol Floyd (301) 249-0752. 

 

The Acacia Tree 

As we prepare for the 28th East of the Revival our tree is at the foot of the Altar and 

your prayers can be dropped in the basket next to the tree. 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

20th Anniversary of the Our Mother of Africa Chapel 

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception (400 Michigan Ave., 

NE) invites you to its Celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Our Mother of Africa 

Chapel on Sunday, September 17. The 2pm Mass will be celebrated in the Upper 

Church with Bishop John H. Ricard, SSJ, Rector of St. Joseph Seminary in Washington, 

DC. For more information, call the National Shrine at 202-526-8300.   

 

 

East of the River Revival “Where There Is Light, There Is Hope!”  

The 28th Annual East of the River Revival will start on Saturday, September 30, with 

a Youth Rally at the Church of the Incarnation in Washington, DC 880 Eastern Ave., 

NE. The Revival then follows on Monday-Wednesday, October 2-4, beginning at 7pm 

each evening at 2210 Callaway St Holy Family Church in Hillcrest Heights, MD.   

 

 

 

Hurricane “Irma” 

We at Assumption together with Cardinal Wuerl, offer 

our prayers for all those impacted and affected by 

hurricane Irma. 

 

 

 

Volunteering at the National Shrine 

Are you looking for an opportunity to grow in your own faith and extend that gift to 

others through your personal witness and service to the Church?  You are invited to 

become a Docent (Tour Guide) or Tour Desk Receptionist at the Basilica of the National 

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Hours and days are flexible and training will be 

provided.  Community service hours are offered to high school juniors and seniors who 

participate in this program. Volunteer Nurses or Doctors are also needed to assist at 

large events at the Shrine. Anyone interested should please contact Dee Steel at 202-

526-8300, x111 or at visitorservices@bnsic.org. 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and 

him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does 

not listen, take one or two others along with you, so that 'every fact may 

be established on the testimony of two or three witnesses.'" - Mt 18:15-16 

 

 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 10, 2017  


