
 

 

 

   

 

Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 
 

Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

3411 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, S.E. 

Washington, DC 20032 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Rev.Gregory Shaffer, 
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Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis  

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

       

 

Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 

August 6, 2017 

 

 

 

“10 things you need to know about Jesus’ Transfiguration” is a handy online piece 

below from National Catholic Register as we celebrate this great today.  While the 

author focuses on St. Luke’s account of this glorious event, today’s Gospel is from St. 

Matthew.  One point about Matthew’s depiction of the Transfiguration is that Jesus is 

mainly presented as the new Moses.  Also, #2 below focuses on this as an experience 

of the Kingdom which coincides with all of the parables of recent weeks about the 

Kingdom. I hope and pray that like Peter, James, and John, we all have a glimpse of the 

glory of Christ which will help our faith in tough times. 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg    

------------------------------------------- 

1. What does the word "transfiguration" mean? 

The word "transfiguration" comes from the Latin roots trans- ("across") and figura 

("form, shape"). It thus signifies a change of form or appearance. This is what happened 

to Jesus in the event known as the Transfiguration: His appearance changed and became 

glorious. 

2. What happened right before the Transfiguration? 

In Luke 9:27, at the end of a speech to the twelve apostles, Jesus adds, enigmatically: 

"There are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the kingdom of 

God." This has often been taken as a prophecy that the end of the world would occur 



 

 

 

   

 

before the first generation of Christians died out. The phrase "kingdom of God" can 

also refer to other things, though, including the Church--the outward expression of 

God's invisible kingdom. The kingdom is embodied in Christ himself and thus might 

be "seen" if Christ were to manifest it in an unusual way, even in his own earthly life. 

3. Did such a manifestation occur? 

Yes, and it is the very next thing that Luke relates: The Transfiguration. Some—that is 

to say, the three disciples who accompany Jesus up the mountain—are promised that 

they will personally witness the coming of the Kingdom of God 'in power.' On the 

mountain, the three of them see the glory of God’s Kingdom shining out of Jesus…We 

thus may have the key to understanding Jesus' mysterious statement just before the 

Transfiguration. He wasn't talking about the end of the world. He was talking about 

this. 

4. Who witnessed the Transfiguration? 

The three who are privileged to witness the event are Peter, James, and John, the three 

core disciples. (Andrew was not there or not included.)… 

5. Where did the Transfiguration take place? 

Luke states that Jesus took the three "on the mountain to pray." This mountain is often 

thought to be Mt. Tabor in Israel, but none of the gospels identify it precisely… 

6. Why did the Transfiguration take place? 

The Catechism explains it this way: 

Christ’s Transfiguration aims at strengthening the apostles’ faith in anticipation of his 

Passion: the ascent onto the 'high mountain' prepares for the ascent to Calvary. 

Christ, Head of the Church, manifests what his Body contains and radiates in the 

sacraments: 'the hope of glory' [CCC 568]. 

7. What does Luke--in particular--tell us about this event? 



 

 

 

   

 

Luke mentions several details about the event that the other evangelists do not: 

• He notes that this happened while Jesus was praying. 

• He mentions that Peter and his companions "were heavy with sleep, and when 

they wakened they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him." 

• He mentions that Peter made his suggestion to put up booths as Moses and 

Elijah were departing. 

8. Why do Moses and Elijah appear on the mountain? 

Moses and Elijah represent the two principal components of the Old Testament: the 

Law and the Prophets. Moses was the giver of the Law, and Elijah was considered the 

greatest of the prophets. The fact that these two figures "spoke of his departure, which 

he was to accomplish at Jerusalem" illustrates that the Law and the Prophets point 

forward to the Messiah and his sufferings. This foreshadows Jesus' own explanation, 

on the road to Emmaus, of the Scriptures pointing to himself (cf. Lk. 24:27, 32). 

9. Why was Peter's suggestion misguided? 

The fact that Peter's suggestion occurs when Moses and Elijah are preparing to depart 

reveals a desire to prolong the experience of glory. This means Peter is focusing on the 

wrong thing. The experience of the Transfiguration is meant to point forward to the 

sufferings Jesus is about to experience. It is meant to strengthen the disciple’s faith, 

revealing to them in a powerful way the divine hand that is at work in the events Jesus 

will undergo. This is why Moses and Elijah have been speaking "about his departure, 

which he was to accomplish at Jerusalem." Peter misses the point and wants to stay on 

the mountain, contrary to the message the two heavenly visitors have been 

expounding… 

 10. What can we learn from this event? 

The Transfiguration was a special event in which God allowed certain apostles to have 

a privileged spiritual experience that was meant to strengthen their faith for the 

challenges they would later endure. But it was only a temporary event. It was not meant 

to be permanent. In the same way, at certain times in this life, God may give certain 

members of the faithful (not all of the faithful, all the time), special experiences of his 

grace that strengthen their faith… 



 

 

 

   

 

Prayer of the Day for Sunday, August 6th 

Prayer for Enlightenment 

O Holy Ghost, divine Spirit of light and love, I consecrate to Thee my understanding, 

my heart and my will, my whole being for time and for eternity. May my understanding 

be always obedient to Thy heavenly inspirations and the teachings of the holy Catholic 

Church, of which Thou art the infallible Guide; may my heart be ever inflamed with 

love of God and of my neighbor; may my will be ever conformed to the divine will, 

and may my whole life be a faithful following of the life and virtues of Our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, to whom with the Father and Thee be honor and glory for ever. 

Amen. 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:        Nm 11:4b-15 Mt 14:13-21   

Tuesday:        Nm 12:1-13 Mt 14:22-36   

Wednesday:   Nm 13:1-2, 25–14:1, 26a-29a, 34-35  

                       Mt 15:21-28  

Thursday:       2 Cor 9:6-10 Jn 12:24-26  

Friday:        Dt 4:32-40 Mt 16:24-28  

Saturday:        Dt 6:4-13 Mt 17:14-20  

Next Sunday:1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a Rom 9:1-5  

                                                                   Mt 14:22-33  

Healing Prayers for:  Frederick McNiel, Carolyn Poston, Mildred Brown, George 

Thomas, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, Earnest Ingram, Jr.John Howard, Iris 

Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis,  Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian 

Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha 

Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, 

Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda 

Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin 

Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, 

Shawntrice Moore, Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, 

Pauline Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey 

Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, 

Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, 

Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 

Repose of the Soul Mrs. Jean Sultzer 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11004
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2678
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5201


 

 

 

   

 

                                

Our special collection is next weekend for the Building Fund. This collection is 

earmarked to help with the restoration of the Stations of the Cross. Thank you in 

advance. 

 

Holy Day of Obligation-The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
TUESDAY, AUGUST 15TH   WE WILL CELEBRATE MASS AT 

12:10 AND 7:00 PM 

 

 The Back 2 School is back!!! 

Assumption’s Back-2-School Jamboree will be 

held on Saturday, August 19, 2017 from 1:00 ~ 

3:00 PM in the Church Hall.  Students must be 

present and the first 100 students will receive 

backpacks. Donations are accepted and 

volunteers are welcome for more information 

please call Edith Jones at 240-988-2839. 

 

 

 

“WHERE THERE IS LIGHT, THERE IS HOPE!” 

The East of the River Revival will start on Saturday, 

September 30, 2017 from 10 am to 3:45 pm with a Youth 

Rally for the Youth and will continue Monday through 

Wednesday, October 2 - 4, 2017, beginning at 7:00 pm.  Our 

revivalist is Father Roy Lee, an electrifying, thought 

provoking and distinguished minister of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. His love for Jesus is contagious. He is sought after as 

a lecturer, educator, counselor, retreat-master, and homilist. 

He currently ministers in the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  



 

 

 

   

 

        News and Announcements around the 

                 Archdiocese of Washington 

 

 

Come to the Unbound Conference 

Neal and Janet Lozano, founders of Unbound Ministries, will be 

presenting a sound and practical way for Christians to experience a 

greater freedom from the influence of sin & evil in their lives and to 

enjoy a greater fullness of life won for us by Christ's death and 

resurrection. For information go to www.UnboundADW.org or call 

301-799-5519. August 11-12th 20501 Goshen Road Gaithersburg, MD 

20879. 

 

Sisters in the Spirit in the Archdiocese of Washington cordially invites you to 

attend our commemoration of the Triumph of the Cross 2017 on Saturday, September 

9, 2017, celebrated at Saint Benedict the Moor Catholic Church (320 21st St., NE, 

Washington DC, 20002). The event is from 10 am to 3 pm (registration begins at 9 

am).  Please come out and share with us the experience of “Lift High the Cross” with 

the spirited keynote speaker, Sister Patricia Chappell, SNDdeN.  A continental 

breakfast and box lunch will be provided.  The cost is $25.00 per person. The deadline 

to register is Friday, September 1st.  For tickets, lunch selections, and other 

information, please contact Cynthia Morris (phone: 202-271-7253) or Rubina Mason 

(phone: 301-704-5108) or email: sistersinthespirit@gmail.com.  NO TICKETS SOLD 

AT THE DOOR. 

 

 
 

 

August 6, 20 17  

http://www.unboundadw.org/
http://www.unboundadw.org/

