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Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis  

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 



 

 

 

   

 

 

       

 

 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 20, 2017 

 

 

Here is part two of “The Assumption of Mary: 12 Things to Know and Share” from 

ncregister.com.  May this coincide with Bishop Campbell’s homily last Sunday to 

deepen our understanding of and belief in Mary’s Assumption.  And thus, may we more 

fully honor her.  

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg   

___________________________________________________________________ 

7) How did the recognition of Mary’s Assumption develop in the East? 

John Paul II noted: 

There was a long period of growing reflection on Mary’s destiny in the next 

world. 

This gradually led the faithful to believe in the glorious raising of the Mother of 

Jesus, in body and soul, and to the institution in the East of the liturgical feasts of 

the Dormition [“falling asleep”—i.e., death] and Assumption of Mary. 

 8) How did Pius XII prepare for the definition of the Assumption? 

John Paul II noted: 



 

 

 

   

 

In May 1946, with the Encyclical Deiparae Virginis Mariae, Pius XII called for 

a broad consultation, inquiring among the Bishops and, through them, among the 

clergy and the People of God as to the possibility and opportuneness of defining 

the bodily assumption of Mary as a dogma of faith. 

The result was extremely positive: only six answers out of 1,181 showed any 

reservations about the revealed character of this truth. 

 9) What Scriptural basis is there for the teaching? 

John Paul II noted: 

Although the New Testament does not explicitly affirm Mary’s Assumption, it 

offers a basis for it because it strongly emphasized the Blessed Virgin's perfect 

union with Jesus’ destiny. 

This union, which is manifested, from the time of the Savior’s miraculous 

conception, in the Mother’s participation in her Son’s mission and especially in 

her association with his redemptive sacrifice, cannot fail to require a continuation 

after death. 

Perfectly united with the life and saving work of Jesus, Mary shares his heavenly 

destiny in body and soul. 

There are, thus, passages in Scripture that resonate with the Assumption, even though 

they do not spell it out. 

 10) What are some specific Old Testament passages? 

Pope Pius XII pointed to several passages that have been legitimately used in a “rather 

free” manner to explain belief in the Assumption (meaning: these passages resonate 

with it in various ways, but they don’t provide explicit proof): 

Often there are theologians and preachers who, following in the footsteps of the 

holy Fathers, have been rather free in their use of events and expressions taken 

from Sacred Scripture to explain their belief in the Assumption. 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xii/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xii_enc_01051946_deiparae-virginis-mariae_en.html


 

 

 

   

 

Thus, to mention only a few of the texts rather frequently cited in this fashion, 

some have employed the words of the psalmist: 

"Arise, O Lord, into your resting place: you and the ark, which you have 

sanctified" (Ps. 131:8); 

and have looked upon the Ark of the Covenant, built of incorruptible wood and 

placed in the Lord's temple, as a type of the most pure body of the Virgin Mary, 

preserved and exempt from all the corruption of the tomb and raised up to such 

glory in heaven. 

Treating of this subject, they also describe her as the Queen entering triumphantly 

into the royal halls of heaven and sitting at the right hand of the divine Redeemer 

(Ps. 44:10-14ff). 

Likewise, they mention the Spouse of the Canticles "that goes up by the desert, 

as a pillar of smoke of aromatical spices, of myrrh and frankincense" to be 

crowned (Song 3:6; cf. also 4:8, 6:9). 

These are proposed as depicting that heavenly Queen and heavenly Spouse who 

has been lifted up to the courts of heaven with the divine Bridegroom 

[Munificentissimus Deus 26]. 

 11) What are some specific New Testament passages? 

Pius XII continued: 

Moreover, the scholastic Doctors have recognized the Assumption of the Virgin 

Mother of God as something signified, not only in various figures of the Old 

Testament, but also in that woman clothed with the sun whom John the Apostle 

contemplated on the Island of Patmos (Rev. 12:1ff). 

Similarly, they have given special attention to these words of the New Testament: 

"Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you, blessed are you among women"(Luke 

1:28), since they saw, in the mystery of the Assumption, the fulfillment of that 

most perfect grace granted to the Blessed Virgin and the special blessing that 

countered the curse of Eve [Munificentissimus Deus 27]. 



 

 

 

   

 

 12) How can we apply this teaching to our everyday lives? 

According to Pope Benedict XVI: 

By contemplating Mary in heavenly glory, we understand that the earth is not the 

definitive homeland for us either, and that if we live with our gaze fixed on eternal 

goods we will one-day share in this same glory and the earth will become more 

beautiful. 

Consequently, we must not lose our serenity and peace even amid the thousands 

of daily difficulties. The luminous sign of Our Lady taken up into Heaven shines 

out even more brightly when sad shadows of suffering and violence seem to loom 

on the horizon. 

We may be sure of it: from on high, Mary follows our footsteps with gentle 

concern, dispels the gloom in moments of darkness and distress, reassures us with 

her motherly hand. 

Supported by awareness of this, let us continue confidently on our path of 

Christian commitment wherever Providence may lead us. Let us forge ahead in 

our lives under Mary's guidance [General Audience, August 16, 2006]. 

 
 

 

 

  

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2006/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20060816_en.html


 

 

 

   

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK- AUGUST 13th 

Our relationships often need reconciling and healing. While it is easy to say, it is 

often difficult to achieve. Sometimes, reconciling requires that we take down the 

barriers that are sources of division, remove our prejudices, look beyond 

differences, and see the "sameness" that connects us one to another. Of course, 

each party has to be willing to do this in order for healing to occur. Our Gospel 

shows us the healing that can occur when both parties are willing participants. 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK - Matthew 15:21-28 

What do you think most impressed Jesus about the Canaanite woman? 

 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:          Jgs2:11-19 Mt 19:16-22     

Tuesday:          Jgs 6:11-24a Mt 19:23-30  

Wednesday:     Jgs 9:6-15 Mt 20:1-16  

Thursday:        Rv 21:9b-14 Jn 1:45-51  

Friday:         Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22 Mt 22:34-40  

Saturday:         Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17 Mt 23:1-12   

Next Sunday: Is 22:19-23 Rom 11:33-36 Mt 16:13-20  

                                                         

Healing Prayers for: Angella Greene, Frederick McNiel, Carolyn Poston, Mildred Brown, 

George Thomas, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, Earnest Ingram, Jr.John Howard, 

Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis,  Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, 

Lillian Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, 

Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora 

Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, 

Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, 

Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James 

Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri 

Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, 

Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary 

Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Yvonne 

Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

    

August Birthdays 
  

 

 

Robin Harvey     2nd 

Sandra Sherrod    4th 

Clarence Aiken Jr.    6th                            

Darlene Lesesene- Horton   10th   

Keana Miller     11th 

Ayanna Hook     14th                                

Louise Wright     16th 

Tawanna Manago    21st 

Kermit Boulware    23rd 

Paul Faxio Jr.     24th 

Barbara Williams    25th 

 
  
 

  
 

August 20, 2017  


