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Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis  

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 



 

 

 

   

 

       

 

 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 2, 2017 

 

 

 

As we commemorate our nation's independence this Tuesday, two thoughts come to my 

mind.  The first is a reminder of my recent trip to Ghana which is celebrating their 60th 

year of independence from Great Britain in 1957.  They have done so much to be a 

developed and stable country in such a short amount of time! The second thought is 

about the spiritual and moral state of the USA.  I was going to lay out some of my own 

reflections, but found similar (and much more profound) thoughts from Archbishop 

Charles Chaput of Philadelphia.  The following are excerpts from an interview he did 

in March 2017 with cruxnow.com. 

We know that our country is not perfect, but the main thing that we honor and celebrate 

on July 4th is the freedom as individuals and as a nation to pursue perfection, to be who 

we really want to be, and who God wants us to be.  On Tuesday, thank God for our 

freedom, and pray for all Americans! 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg 

---------------------------------------- 

Lots of bishops publish books, but often they’re pretty churchy. (Your new) book 

is really an exercise in cultural criticism. 

“I’m very pleased, of course, by other things and cultural developments…we certainly 

live in a world where people can be healthier and happier than in the past. One thing in 

my mind is that I have many friends who have children with disabilities, and it’s 

obvious over the course of these last many decades that our country, our society’s care 

for people with disabilities has gotten much better. People are much more included in 

the life of our communities. 

But at the same time, it’s a culture that kills people with disabilities in the womb in 

ways that never happened before. Very few children today who were born with Down 

Syndrome because people can detect that early on and children are aborted. 

So the same society, with the same kind of technology, can use it in ways that serve us 

more radically generously or ways that are more radically selfish and sad. So that’s the 

kind of confusion that I write about in the book… 



 

 

 

   

 

In terms of Church practice the numbers of people attending Christian services on 

Sunday whether they’re Protestants or Catholics is much less than it was in the past.  

The Gospel principles in terms of family life are not as embraced as they were in the 

past. I think that we live in a much more diverse society in the United States than before 

in terms of people accessing other forms of religious faith. It used to be that we defined 

our country as a Judeo-Christian country in terms of our heritage, but there’s a 

resistance to even talk that way among some of the elites of today…” 

 

You write that the election of Barack Obama in 2008 was a watershed moment for 

America, the advent of a new way of conceiving American society no longer based 

on a shared set of values rooted in Biblical faith. 

“… (Leading our country to a different direction vis-a-vis legalized gay marriage, 

imposing contraceptive practice on insurance programs, and the focus on 

transgenderism) demonstrate a watershed that is going in the direction that is contrary 

to traditional Christian moral principles…” 

 

You’ve been sharply critical of some early moves by the Trump administration, 

for example on refugees and immigrants. 

“I certainly will continue to do that…” 

 

If we live in a culture that’s in some ways post-Christian, what’s the Church 

supposed to do? 

“Well, first of all we need to be aware of what’s going on in the world around us. Many 

people of my generation are somewhat anxious about what’s going on, but they haven’t 

really analyzed in a serious way how we got from where we were to where we are today, 

and in the book I try to point out some of the factors that were active in our culture that 

led to where we are today. We have to be aware of it, but then we also have to have 

hope that we can live in this culture in a way that we can be full-throated, committed 

Christians and pass that on to our children…” 

How? 

“The answer is, you have to be personally converted into the faith. You can’t pass it on 

if you don’t have it. Parents are going to be more important in the life, the faith life of 

their children than they have been in the past, because in the past the culture supported 

that faith life. The schools basically supported that faith life. The Christian communities 

were strong. People would go to church and that would support that faith life. 

It’s really going to be the family that’s going to be the primary tool that God will use 

to evangelize, beginning with their children of course. But then families associating 



 

 

 

   

 

together in smaller groups, support groups of one another will be very important in the 

future as well. As parishes are supposed to be, but they’re institutions now rather than 

support groups.” 



 

 

 

   

 

Prayer of the Day for Sunday, July 2nd 

Prayer for Employment 

 

God, our Father, I turn to you seeking your divine help and guidance as I look for 

suitable employment. I need your wisdom to guide my footsteps along the right path, 

and to lead me to find the proper things to say and do in this quest. I wish to use the 

gifts and talents you have given me, but I need the opportunity to do so with gainful 

employment. Do not abandon me, dear Father, in this search, but rather grant me this 

favor I seek so that I may return to you with praise and thanksgiving for your gracious 

assistance. Grant this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:     Eph 2:19-22 Jn 20:24-29  

Tuesday:            Gn 19:15-29 Mt 8:23-27  

Wednesday:       Gn 21:5, 8-20aMt 8:28-34   

Thursday:         Gn 22:1b-19 Mt 9:1-8   

Friday:          Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67 Mt 9:9-13  

Saturday:          Gn 27:1-5, 15-29 Mt 9:14-17   

Next Sunday:  Zec 9:9-10  Rom 8:9, 11-13 Mt 11:25-30 

Healing Prayers for:  Frederick McNiel, Carolyn Poston, Mildred Brown, George 

Thomas, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, Earnest Ingram, Jr.John Howard, Iris 

Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis, Jean Sultzer, Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne 

Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon 

McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father 

Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather 

Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, 

Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, 

Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa 

Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene 

Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound 

Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline 

Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

                         

                                   
    

Tuesday, 4th  July Mass will 

be at 10:00 AM 
 

 

The church office will be cloesed, 

Tuesday, July 4th  , in observance of 

Independence Day.  Be safe and Blessed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

    



 

 

 

   

 

                   News and Announcements around the 

                 Archdiocese of Washington 

 

Holy Land Festival 

Experience the culture and life of Christians in the Holy Land at 

the 4th Annual Holy Land Festival on Saturday, July 15 from 

11am-5pm at the Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land in 

Washington, DC (1400 Quincy St. NE). Enjoy authentic Arabic 

food, dancing, exhibits, vendors, speakers, and free tours of the 

monastery shrines and gardens. The sponsors are the 

Archdiocese of Washington, Franciscan Monastery, Bethlehem University 

Foundation, Holy Family Hospital Foundation, and Holy Land Christian Ecumenical 

Foundation. Admission and parking are free; Brookland/CUA Metro or H6 bus. Learn 

more: myfranciscan.org/holylandfestival or 202-526-6800. 

Welcome Home Re-Entry Mentorship 

Become a mentor to someone returning to the community from incarceration. Studies 

show that a faith-based mentor who provides encouragement and support makes all 

the difference in preventing recidivism. Catholic Charities will train you and provide 

ongoing support, but you already know what to do: be kind, be compassionate, be 

caring, be optimistic, be reliable. Mentors are at least 25 years old and commit for an 

hour a week for a year. You will make a BIG difference in someone’s life. Start now! 

For more information and to apply, please 

visit www.CatholicCharitiesDC.org/volunteer. 

 

 

July 2, 20 17  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=73970186&msgid=601865&act=MMSB&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fmyfranciscan.org%2Fholylandfestival
tel:(202)%20526-6800
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=73970186&msgid=601865&act=MMSB&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.CatholicCharitiesDC.org%2Fvolunteer

