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Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis  

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 



 

 

 

   

 

       

 

 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 16, 2017 

 

 

 
In preparing some thoughts on the parable that our Lord uses in today’s Gospel, “the 

sower and the seed”, I came across a fruitful (pun intended) article from Dr. Marcellino 

D'Ambrosio at crossroadsinitiative.com.  It’s excellent because of the content, and that 

it is brand new (dated 7/10/17)!  The insights and stats are current which are extremely 

valuable given that our culture changes so rapidly.   

It is my hope that the seed (Word of God) brings much sowing and growing in our lives! 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg 

 

 

------------------------------------------------ 

“To respond to this parable adequately, we must view it from two different angles. The 

first is to look at the story as if we are the seed. 

Many who hear the gospel never seem to “get it.” The message is stolen before it ever 

takes root. Then there are the 50% of Catholic kids who receive the sacraments but 

disappear somewhere between age 18 and 25. Shallow roots fail to equip them to take 

the heat of our pagan culture. Then there are the 89% of lifelong, regular churchgoers 

who, according to George Gallup, have values and lifestyles identical to those of their 

pagan neighbors. Their faith has been neutralized by bad theology and 

worldliness.  They may look like wheat plants, but their religion is fruitless. 

Then there are those who stay out of serious sin, manage to do some good for some 

people, but all in all produce a mediocre harvest. 

Finally come the few who are not satisfied with just getting by. They sink their roots 

deep into Scripture, Tradition, prayer and the sacraments, and produce a bumper crop. 

We call these people saints. 

Addressing us as seed, Jesus is saying: “be careful. If you don’t make the effort to get 

thoroughly rooted in your faith, you just might not make it. If you do manage to survive,  



 

 

 

   

 

 

you might produce absolutely nothing. But you are called to grow and bear much fruit 

(John 15), to yield 100  fold, to be a saint, to leave a mark on the lives of many that will 

last forever. Don’t settle for anything less!” 

 

On the other hand, we can look at the parable as if we were the farmer. 

Vatican II and all the Popes since have stated unequivocally that each of us is called to 

be an evangelizer, to tell others that Jesus Christ changes lives eternally and that the 

place to encounter him most fully and grow most rapidly is within the Catholic Church.  

 

“But,” you may protest, “I tried it a few times and got nowhere. I just don’t have the 

personality, don’t have the gift” 

 

Jesus, the Son of God, indisputably had both the personality and the gift. Yet when he 

sowed seed, much of it still ended up as bird food. Consider the thousands he fed with 

loaves and fishes, the multitude that heard his sermon on the mount, the throngs that 

welcomed him on Palm Sunday. Yet on the day of Pentecost, there were only 120 left 

in the Upper Room, awaiting the Holy Spirit. 

 

Notice, though, that the fruit borne by these 120 plants eventually filled the whole 

world! 

 

To get the few that bear fruit, lots of seed must be sown by lots of people. So regardless 

of whether or not we think we have green thumbs, we farmers are being commanded 

through this parable to get the seed out there, sowing it everywhere we go, undeterred 

by the birds, the weeds, and the scorching sun. 

 

So the parable of the sower has a twofold message: as seed, our job is to get busy 

growing. As farmers, our job is to get busy sowing.” 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

Prayer of the Day for Sunday, July 16th 

A Parent's Prayer for Their Children 

O Father of mankind, who hast given unto me these my children, and committed them 

to my charge to bring them up for Thee, and to prepare them for everlasting life: assist 

me with Thy heavenly grace, that I may be able to fulfil this most sacred duty and 

stewardship. Teach me both what to give and what to withhold; when to reprove and 

when to forbear; make me gentle, yet firm; considerate and watchful; and deliver me 

equally from the weakness of indulgence, and the excess of severity; and grant that, 

both by word and example, I may be careful to lead them in the ways of wisdom and 

true pity, so that at last I may, with them, be admitted to the unspeakable joys of our 

true home in heaven, in the company of the blessed Angels and Saints. 

Amen 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:    Ex 1:8-14, 22 Mt 10:34—11:1  

Tuesday:            Ex 2:1-15a Mt 11:20-24   

Wednesday:       Ex 3:1-6, 9-12Mt 11:25-27    

Thursday:         Ex 3:13-20 Mt 11:28-30   

Friday:          Ex 11:10—12:14 Mt 12:1-8  

Saturday:          Sgs 3:1-4b Jn 20:1-2, 11-18   

Next Sunday:  Wis 12:13, 16-19 Rom 8:26-27 Mt   

                           13:24-43    

Healing Prayers for:  Frederick McNiel, Carolyn Poston, Mildred Brown, George 

Thomas, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, Earnest Ingram, Jr.John Howard, Iris 

Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis, Jean Sultzer, Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne 

Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon 

McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father 

Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather 

Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, 

Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, 

Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa 

Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene 

Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound 

Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline 

Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 

Repose od the Soul: Theresa Howe-Jones 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4101
http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=27
http://www.catholic.org/saints/angel.php


 

 

 

   

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

          

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

We will have a one-time special collection on the weekend of August 12-13 for the 

Building Funds this collection is earmarked to help with the restoration of the Stations 

of the Cross. Thank you in advance. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

                         News and Announcements around the 

                 Archdiocese of Washington 

 

World Youth Day UNITE 

Young adults and families are invited to join in World Youth 

Day UNITE on Saturday, July 22, featuring artists Audrey Assad 

and Tony Melendez, TED-style talks by dynamic Catholic 

bishops, and opportunities for Confession and Adoration. A Vigil 

Mass will be celebrated by Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop 

of Washington. This year's festival theme, chosen by Pope Francis, is "The Mighty 

One Has Done Great Things for Me and Holy is His Name." The event will take place 

at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine in Washington, DC (3900 Harewood Rd., 

NE) from 11:30am-10pm. 

Natural Family Planning Awareness Week 

The theme for Natural Family Planning (NFP) Awareness Week, July 23-29, is “It’s 

time! Say 'Yes' to God’s plan for married love!" NFP Awareness Week is a national 

educational campaign of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops to 

celebrate God’s vision for marriage and promote the methods of NFP. These methods 

reflect the dignity of the human person within the context of marriage and family life, 

promoting openness to life and the gift of the child. By respecting the love-giving and 

life-giving nature of marriage, NFP can enrich the bond between husband and wife. 

For more information about NFP visit, www.adw.org/nfp.  

 

 

July 16, 20 17  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=73970186&msgid=601865&act=MMSB&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adw.org%2Fnfp

