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Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday 

thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis  

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 
 

       

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Pentecost Sunday  
June 4, 2017 

 

 

 

Happy feast of Pentecost!  As we celebrate the birthday of the Catholic Church today 

with the Coming of the Spirit upon the Apostles, the following reflection from my 

spiritual father and mentor, the late Msgr Thomas Wells, is illuminating and inspiring. 

 

 

May you know the peace of the risen Christ, 

Fr Greg 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

                                                                                                         

May 18, 1997 

 

Sometimes I find that, if I want to work without interruptions, it is best to do it very 

early in the morning.  And, if I am trying to compose something, I will often find 

myself staring out of the window waiting for inspiration to strike.  In the dark 

mornings of winter I have found myself preoccupied on several occasions by the 

office building across the street, about one third of which I can see from my desk.  I 

find myself fascinated as, one by one, lights come on in the darkness, until finally, 

every window reflects the decision of whomever turned on the switch that day. 

Faith tells us that in Baptism and Confirmation we are filled with the Holy Spirit, the 

very life of God Himself.  Like the building across the street, that Spirit allows us to 

become lights of Christ in the darkness of the world.  Perhaps my greatest satisfaction 

as a priest is that of knowing so many people who do so reflect the light of Christ.  

Just last weekend, for example, two couples, themselves best friends, both of whose 

weddings I had ten or so years ago, invited me to dinner.  I guess I should have told 

them, but it really did not dawn on me until I was driving home, how inspired I was 

by the effects of their commitments to marriage, faith, and family, and by the obvious 

joy that enlivens them.  Financially, especially, neither of these couples has an easy 



 

 

 

   

 

time, and in different ways, each has had to struggle in their surrender to the call of 

faith.  But their decisions to live the life of the Spirit is reflected in their love of life! 

(And, incidentally, how little they would recognize themselves in this “holy talk.”)  

But, as I say, any priest can name countless numbers of such people who are obvious 

signs that the Holy Spirit can make us proofs of the gift of faith. 

Two thoughts come to me as we celebrate this day of the Holy Spirit: Pentecost.  The 

first is to ask the Spirit to use us so that, because of the way we live our faith, we 

might be the light of Christ for at least one other person.  Secondly, I more and more 

come to understand why the Lord saved a people, not just a bunch of individuals.  We 

need each other, if only to find encouragement in a world that so often does not 

believe in the apparent absurdity of the Gospel message.  My prayer this Pentecost is 

that the Spirit will give to each of us, as He has so generously given to me, people 

whose lived faith in Jesus will inspire us to deeper faith in our own lives.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

Come Holy Spirit 
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your 

love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew the face of 

the earth.  

 

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, 

grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His 

consolations, Through Christ Our Lord, Amen. 

 

 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

Monday:  Tb 1:3; 2:1a-8 Mk 12:1-12 

Tuesday:    Tb 2:9-14 Mk 12:13-17 

Wednesday:  Tb 3:1-11a, 16-17a Mk 12:18-27 

Thursday:     Tb 6:10-11; 7:1bcde, 9-17; 8:4-9a Mk      

                        12:28-34 

Friday:  Tb 11:5-17 Mk 12:35-37 

Saturday:     Tb 12:1, 5-15, 20 Mk 12:38-44 

Next Sunday: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-92 Cor 13:11-13  Jn 3:16-        

                        18    

Healing Prayers for: Carolyn Poston, Mildred Brown, George Thomas, James Anthony 

Murphy, Queen Bundy, Earnest Ingram, Jr.John Howard, Juanita Watkins, Iris Best, 

Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis, Jean Sultzer, Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne 

Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon 

McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, 

Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, 

Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney 

Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison McKenzie, Jamil 

McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget Barlow, Veronica 

Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany 

Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy 

Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. 

Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, 

Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11004
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5854
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus


 

 

 

   

 

                   

Church Restoration Projects 2017! 
 

 

This year I would like us to proceed with some projects in our church to provide 

needed repairs and to further the beauty and sanctity of our sanctuary.  Below are the 

projects that I have recently proposed to the Parish Council.  God has provided donors 

outside of the parish to fund these projects.  The Council overwhelmingly approved 

all of them.   

 

One project that I was pursuing that is not listed is a new bathroom in the church.  

Numerous concerns arose in talking with the Council as well as the Archdiocese.  

Unless something happens soon to appease these concerns (and to raise the money for 

it), the bathroom project will be put on hold indefinitely.  

  

You are invited to attend the next Parish Council meeting this Saturday, June 10, at 10 

am in the rectory.  You are welcome to listen and give input, but voting is reserved to 

the Council members.   

 

While we have commitments from donors for these projects, you are very much 

welcome to participate through giving!  As with any construction project, there will 

be additional costs not foreseen once we begin.  Your contributions will help cover 

those.  Additionally, we might want to pursue the purchase of new cushions in the 

church and a new outside door to the parish hall.  We might be able to include those 

with the generous contributions of parishioners and donors.  

   

If you are unable to attend the Parish Council meeting, please contact me with your 

questions, concerns, and comments.   

 

In Christ, 

Fr Greg 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Church Restoration Projects 2017 

Estimated Cost 
 

 

 

 
 

1. Repair water damage on rear wall of sanctuary   $ 12, 380 

and “tuckpoint” damaged areas of chimney  

 

2. Painting of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary   $ 24, 910 

to cover entire rear wall of sanctuary 

 

3. Waterproofing and sealing of rear wall for mural   $   8, 710 

 

4. Handicap ramp from alley to parish hall    $ 11, 350 

 

5. Scripture verse (Jn 6:51) on main arch of sanctuary   $   2, 412 

 

6. Two new lights in sanctuary + four new ceiling fans   $   3, 765 

 

7. Colorizing garments on Mary and Joseph statues   $       954 

 

8. New frames for Stations of the Cross     $   2, 500 

(est.) 

 

 

      Total   $  66, 981 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

   

 

            

         News and Announcements around the 

Archdiocese of Washington 
 

 
Honoring Assumption Graduates:  

If you are a graduate of the Class of 2017, from middle/high 

school, college or graduate school, our parish wants to 

recognize your achievement. Please email the office or call  

202-561-4178.  

 
Join us at the Pepco Job Fair  

Date: Wednesday, June 14 

Time: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Location: Department of Employment Services (DOES) 

4058 Minnesota Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20019 

 

The National Black Catholic Congress XII 

The Congress will be held in Orlando, FL, from July 6th to July 9th .  The theme is 

“The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me: Act justly, Love goodness and Walk humbly with 

God”.  For more information, please call 410-547-8496 or email 

nbcc@nbccongress.org 
 

 

 

June 4, 2017  

mailto:nbcc@nbccongress.org

