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Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

 
June 11, 2017 

 

I’ve been talking much about the Holy Spirit the past few Sundays which is always a 

good thing.  But, I’ve been wondering if some of you might be thinking what a friend 

of mine said years ago: “I have a hard time understanding the Holy Spirit as the third 

‘person’ of the Trinity”.  He asserted that some of the images that the Bible gives 

seem to present the Spirit as “a force (reminds me of Star Wars)”.   If you feel this 

way or just struggle to grasp the personhood of the Holy Spirit, the article below from 

catholic.com should really help.   

We glorify the three divine persons of the Most Holy Trinity- Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit! 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

Fr Greg 

 

Third Person of the Trinity 

By James Akin  

 

Jehovah's Witnesses deny that Christ is God. When they go door-knocking they're 

usually well-coached on how to discuss their views on this matter. That's why, when 

they knock on my door, I talk about something they're less prepared to discuss-the 

Personhood of the Holy Spirit. 

 

You see, they also deny that the Holy Spirit is God. In fact, they deny that he is even a 

Person, claiming instead that he is "God's active force by which he accomplishes his 

purpose and executes his will" (Insight on the Scriptures, 2:1019). Official 

WatchTower publications even compare the Holy Spirit to impersonal forces such as 

radio waves (ibid., 2:1020). 

 

But for someone who makes an unbiased reading of the Scriptures, references to the 

Holy Spirit's Personhood leap off the page. For example, Paul speaks of it being 



 

 

 

   

 

possible to grieve the Holy Spirit: "And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom 

you were sealed for the day of redemption" (Eph. 4:30). Of course, it is not possible to 

offend or displease impersonal forces. 

 

Paul speaks of the Holy Spirit as knowing the thoughts of God-indicating that the 

Spirit has an intellect: "For what person knows a man's thoughts except the spirit of 

the man which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the 

Spirit of God" (1 Cor. 2:11). 

 

He also speaks of the Holy Spirit exercising the faculty of will, as in the distribution 

of spiritual gifts: "All these are inspired by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to 

each one individually as he wills" (1 Cor. 12:11). 

 

Scripture also teaches that the Holy Spirit serves as a Paraclete (Greek parakletos) on 

our behalf. This term, often translated as "Comforter," "Counselor," "Advocate," or 

"Helper," refers to a person who is called or summoned to aid one, especially in legal 

settings, where he serves as an advisor, or advocate for the accused. 

 

Jesus repeatedly speaks of the Holy Spirit as a Paraclete whom he will send to help 

us: "The Advocate [parakletos], the Holy Spirit that the Father will send in my name-

he will teach you everything and remind you of all that I told you" (John 14:26; cf. 

15:26, 16:7-8). 

 

A facet of the Greek text not obvious in translation is that in the three verses just 

mentioned (and others), Jesus applies the masculine pronoun ekeinos to the Holy 

Spirit. The personal character of a paraclete is further illustrated by the fact that Jesus 

also serves as our Paraclete before the Father: "My little children, I am writing this to 

you so that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, we have an Advocate [parakletos] 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous" (1 John 2:1) 

 

There are also many passages in Scripture that refer to the Holy Spirit communicating 

with us-again, something an impersonal force cannot do. For example, when 

testifying before the Sanhedrin, the apostles refer to the Holy Spirit as their co-

witness: "And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God 

has given to those who obey him" (Acts 5:32). Later in Acts, Paul states that the Holy 

Spirit testifies: "The Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and 

afflictions await me" (Acts 20:23). 



 

 

 

   

 

 

This testimony sometimes came from the mouths of New Testament prophets who 

attributed the words directly to the Holy Spirit: "And coming to us he took Paul's 

girdle and bound his own feet and hands, and said, 'Thus says the Holy Spirit, "So 

shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this girdle and deliver him into 

the hands of the Gentiles"'" (Acts 21:11; cf. 1 Tim. 4:1). Note the formula "Thus says 

the Holy Spirit" is modeled on the frequent prophetic formula "Thus says the Lord"-

indicating not only the Spirit's Personhood but also directly equating him with 

Yahweh. 

 

Sometimes even the biblical books' narrative directly quotes the Holy Spirit. In 

Revelation we read, "And I heard a voice from heaven saying, 'Write this: Blessed are 

the dead who die in the Lord henceforth.' 'Blessed indeed,' says the Spirit, 'that they 

may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!'" (Rev. 14:13). 

 

If it were objected that this quotation is found in a book of prophecy, which often uses 

figurative language, the topper is Acts 13:2:"While they were worshiping the Lord and 

fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 'Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 

which I have called them.'" 

 

The doctrinal force of this passage is unavoidable. Here we have a direct quotation of 

the Holy Spirit-not in a prophetic book, not in the mouth of a prophet, not in a 

parable, not told by a character in a historical book. We have the Holy Spirit directly 

quoted by the narrative of a historical book-just like the other real persons who speak 

in the book. And the same thing happens in Acts 8:29 and 10:19. 

 

Even if one tried to explain away all of Scripture's other personal references to the 

Holy Spirit as somehow being symbols or figures of speech, the direct quotation of an 

individual in the narrative of a historical book unmistakably shows that the individual 

in question is a real, literal person, not just a force or symbol. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

Prayer to the Holy Trinity  
Glory be to the Father, Who by His almighty power and love created me, making me 

in the image and likeness of God.  

Glory be to the Son, Who by His Precious Blood delivered me from hell, and opened 

for me the gates of heaven. 

Glory be to the Holy Spirit, Who has sanctified me in the sacrament of Baptism, and 

continues to sanctify me by the graces I receive daily from His bounty. 

Glory be to the Three adorable Persons of the Holy Trinity, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK 

 

Monday:   2 Cor1:1-7 Mt 5:1-12  

Tuesday:    2 Cor 1:18-22 Mt 5:13-16 

Wednesday:  2 Cor 3:4-11 Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday:     2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6 Mt 5:20-26  

Friday:  2 Cor 4:7-15 Mt 5:27-32  

Saturday:     2 Cor 5:14-21 Mt 5:33-37  

Next Sunday:  Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a 1 Cor 10:16-17  

                           Jn 6:51-58       

Healing Prayers for:  Frederick McNiel, Carolyn Poston, Mildred Brown, George 

Thomas, James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, Earnest Ingram, Jr.John Howard, Iris 

Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis, Jean Sultzer, Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne 

Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon 

McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father 

Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather 

Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, 

Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, 

Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa 

Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene 

Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound 

Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline 

Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9585


 

 

 

   

 

                                    

     

     

 



 

 

 

   

 

           News and Announcements around the 

Archdiocese of Washington 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Charities USA 

John* lived in a Catholic Charities home for people with 

developmental disabilities. His job was to retrieve and distribute 

the mail. Opening the mailbox one day, he found a baby inside. 

John brought the baby to the house manager. Years later there 

was a knock on the door of that home. A young lady was looking 

for John, who had passed away. She wanted to thank John for saving that baby, for 

saving her life. In 2015 Catholic Charities agencies provided 286,169 clients with 

counseling and/or mental health services. To learn more, visit 

www.CatholicCharitiesUSA.org.  

 

 

The National Black Catholic Congress XII 

The Congress will be held in Orlando, FL, from July 6th to July 9th .  The theme is “The 

Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me: Act justly, Love goodness and Walk humbly with God”.  

For more information, please call 410-547-8496 or email nbcc@nbccongress.org 
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http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=73970186&msgid=598480&act=MMSB&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.CatholicCharitiesUSA.org
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