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Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis  

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 

 



 

 

 

   

 

                

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

January 22, 2017  

 

“March for Life” 
 

Within these two weeks, three large and historic gatherings are occurring in our city.  

The first event happened last Friday with the inauguration. When we pray for 

President Trump, let us pray sincerely for him and his success, as we would for any 

president.  As one parishioner recently said, our hope is that “he does what he said he 

would do”, and be a president “for all Americans”.  

 

The two other gatherings are protests: the Women’s March (yesterday) and the March 

for Life (this Friday).  And, of course, having just celebrated Rev. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day last Monday, we were reminded of the March on Washington in 1963, 

the benchmark for peaceful protests and marches.  Below my signature is an online 

article (cruxnow.com) that compares and contrasts the marches of these weeks. 

 

It seems like we are saying this every few years now, but this is an extremely 

important time in our country.  It’s good that people see this and are expressing their 

opinions and beliefs with great passion.  But, we hope and pray that while people are 

fighting for justice, it is done in peace.  As Rev. King so aptly said, “there can be no 

justice without peace, and there can be no peace without justice”.  

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

 

Fr Greg 

  

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

At first glance, it might seem that the thousands of women who will descend on 

Washington, D.C., for the Women’s March on January 21 and the thousands of 

women who will travel there on January 27 for the 44th March for Life (the largest 

annual pro-life event in the world) wouldn’t have much in common. 

 

After all, the Women’s March counts the nation’s largest abortion providers, Planned 

Parenthood and NARAL Pro-Choice America as its partners. Its goal is to protest the 

election of Donald J. Trump… 

 

 

And yet. The stated goal of the March for Life is “a world where every human life is 

valued and protected.” 

 

The vision statement (summarized here) of the Women’s March pledges a 

commitment to nonviolent solutions, noting that there is “no true peace without 

justice and equity for all.” 

 

Furthermore, even though the women who are organizing the Women’s March had 

only two months to put their event together, they have created a diverse, enthusiastic 

and eager community. 

 

Pro-life women can work with that. Over the past nearly 50 years, hundreds of 

thousands of women have participated in the March for Life, because they too oppose 

violence as a solution to problems. 

 

They march to witness against not only the act of abortion itself - the destruction of 

another person - but also its violence against women and the common good. 

 

Note Kermit Gosnell, the abortion provider now serving a life sentence for violence 

against women and children so horrific some jurors in his trial said they would need 



 

 

 

   

 

counseling. Note the cavalier attitudes of Planned Parenthood’s doctors as they 

casually discuss the post-abortion sale of the human remains. 

 

Women in the pro-life movement yearn for a world where the law treats all people, 

but especially the most vulnerable, with the same respect and protection. 

 

It is the pro-life March that calls for a radical inclusion of everyone, extending care 

and concern to those waiting to be born, and to their mothers who sometimes find 

themselves in difficult circumstances. 

 

As St. John Paul II pointed out, being pro-life requires “radical solidarity with the 

woman - it is not right to leave her alone.” 

 

The pro-life community has stepped up to the plate, providing housing, medical care 

and most of all, emotional and spiritual support to women facing pregnancies alone. 

This same community also offers those who have been involved in abortion with the 

compassion and care they need, never dismissing the procedure as inconsequential (as 

actress/activist Lena Dunham did last month when she remarked that she wished 

she’d had one!). 

 

It’s interesting that both the Women’s March on Washington and the March for Life 

were founded by - and are run by - women. It is part of the “feminine genius” to see a 

problem and bring in others to help solve it. 

 

While it might seem to the casual observer that participants in the Women’s March on 

Washington don’t have much in common with the March for Life, it’s almost too bad 

we won’t be there at the same time. I think we’d have a lot to talk about. 

 

Mary Hallan FioRito is an attorney, the Cardinal Francis George Visiting Fellow at 

the Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. and a representative of 

WomenSpeakforThemselves.com.  

 



 

 

 

   

 

Prayer of the Day for Sunday, January 15 

Prayer for Aborted Babies 

Heavenly Father,  

Thou hast given us the gift of freedom to love and to 

follow in Thy ways and commands. Some parents 

choose to abuse this freedom by destroying the gift of 

life which Thou hast given to their offspring. Please 

forgive those who destroy human life by aborting their 

unborn babies. Give these unborn children the opportunity  

to enjoy Thee for all eternity, if it according to Thy ordinance. Assist me in being one 

in solidarity with Thy little ones by taking to heart the words of Thy Son,  

"whatever you did for one of these least brothers of Mine, you did for Me."  

(Mt. 25:40) Therefore, allow me today, Father, to adopt spiritually an unborn child  

and to offer my prayers, works, joys and sufferings for that little one, so that child will 

be able to be born and live for Thy greater honor and glory. We pray this in Jesus' 

name, in union with the Holy Spirit one God forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Healing Prayers for: James Anthony Murphy, Queen Bundy, Earnest Ingram, Jr. 

John Howard, Juanita Watkins, Eve Parks, Iris Best, Helena Haley, Dorothy Hollis, Jean 

Sultzer, Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin Best, Tracy 

Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee 

Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, 

Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, 

Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, 

Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, 

Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, 

Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, 

Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary Cooke, Sybil 

Depeazer, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey 

Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker 

Repose of the Soul: LaVerne Lane 

  

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8984
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
http://www.catholic.org/shopping/?category=28
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5854
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217


 

 

 

   

 

READINGS FOR THEWEEK  

Monday:  Heb 9:15, 24-28 Mk 3:22-30 

Tuesday:       Heb 10:1-10 Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday:  Acts 22:3-16 Mk 16:15-18 

Thursday:     2 Tm 1:1-8 Mk 4:21-25 

Friday:  Heb 10:32-39 Mk 4:26-34 

Saturday:     Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 Mk 4:35-41 

Next Sunday: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13 1 Cor 1:26-31  

                        Mt 5:1-12a 

 

 
9:00 am – 11:30 am 

Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle  

1725 Rhode Island Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20036 

Celebrant: Most Reverend Mario E. Dorsonville Auxiliary Bishop of Washington 

Homilist: Msgr. Parent, Pastor Saint Elizabeth Catholic Church 

Speakers: Mary and Seamus Hasson Pro-life and Religious Liberty Advocates 

 
 
 

 

http://adw.org/parishes/search/parish/cathedral-of-st-matthew-the-apostle/


 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

RCIA AFTER MASS 

Please join the RCIA group after the 10 am Mass for 30 - 60 minutes 

 

Mother Teresa Vocation Society Annual Day of Recollection 

On Saturday, January 28, 2017 from 9am-2pm, Fr. Mark Ivany, Director of Priest 

Vocations for the Archdiocese of Washington, will lead a day of recollection at 

Annunciation Church in Washington, DC (3810 Massachusetts Ave., NW). It is not 

required to be a member of the Mother Teresa Vocation Society to attend this event! 

For more information, please visit www.dcpriest.org or contact Maris Moriarty at 

moriartym@adw.org or 202-636-9020. 

 

Retrouvaille Weekend , January 27-29, 2017 

Retrouvaille is a weekend for couples who are seeking to reverse “Taking their 

relationship for granted”.  Many couples settle for less when they can have the joy of 

a loving relationship.  Visit HelpOurMarriage.com or call1-800-470-2230 for more 

information.  

 

Jobs Available and Opportunities for Small Business 

Sub-Contractors and persons interested in job opportunities (particularly from Ward 

8) for the Entertainment and Sports Arena Construction Project should contact the 

SMOOT/GILBANE Construction Company. The contact person is Mac Naeemi at 

mnaeemi@srsmoot.com for more information.  
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mailto:mnaeemi@srsmoot.com

