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Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis  

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

October 2, 2016 

 

 

Last week, I had a fascinating conversation with a Jewish man who married a 

Catholic woman with whom I’m friends.  They have two kids who are in their early 

teens and have been raised Catholic. It was very intriguing to hear him speak about 

the Catholic faith because he has read and discussed much about it.  I said to him a 

few times that he knows more than most Catholics! He knows the teachings and 

seems open to believing, but is more skeptical and doubtful about it all right now.  

 

During our brief chat, he raised questions about the Mass – why do we confess sin in 

the beginning of Mass, why do we bring money up to the altar in the middle of Mass, 

and how can transubstantiation actually occur.  I didn’t give too many answers 

because we were at a party and it was more of a casual setting. And, I was simply 

marveling at his questions! 

 

You could say that I attempted to answer his last question with a question.  I asked 

him about his kids, and if they believe in transubstantiation (i.e., the bread and wine 

change substances into the Body and Blood of Christ at the Consecration during Holy 

Mass) because they are both so learned about the Catholic faith and discuss it 

regularly.  He said that his son believes wholeheartedly, probably because of his 

devout Catholic grandparents.  His daughter, however, is more skeptical, probably 

taking after her father. I thought to myself that that is fine – if the teaching on the 

Eucharist has reached the ears of these teens (and their Jewish father), then the seed 

has been planted and it will ultimately bear fruit.  The problem usually is that people 

don’t hear the teaching.  “Whoever hears the truth, hears my voice” (Jn 18:37). 

 

I walked away from the conversation realizing, yet again, that faith is a gift.  In 

today’s Gospel, the Apostles say to the Lord, “Increase our faith” (Lk  17:5).  They 

recognize that He is the source of faith in each of them.  He is the source of faith in 

each of us.  Just like He is the giver of life, He is the giver of faith.  We did nothing to 

earn the gift of life; so, too, we did nothing to earn the gift of faith at Baptism.  And, I 

truly believe that just as God offers life to every human being, He offers the gift of 



 

 

 

   

 

faith to every human being.  The question is, will each person use the gift? Will each 

of us ask the Lord in our own way – whether in word like the Apostles or in deed like 

receiving the Eucharist at Mass – to increase our faith.   

 

Our faith at Baptism is like the size of the mustard seed which is mentioned by the 

Lord in this Gospel as well. God’s Grace helps the tiny faith of the baptized person to 

grow mainly through the sacraments, much like the Lord mentions in Mark 4: “it 

springs up and becomes the largest of plants and puts forth large branches” (v.32). 

 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that faith is a gift and a human act: 

 

When St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus 

 declared to him that this revelation did not come “from flesh and blood,’ but from 

“my Father who is in heaven.”  

 

Faith is a gift of God, a supernatural virtue infused by him.  

…believing is an authentically human act…In faith, the human intellect and will 

 cooperate with divine grace: “Believing is an act of the intellect assenting to the 

divine truth by command of the will moved by God through grace.”  

(Paragraphs 153-155). 

 

I will pray that God will infuse the gift of Christian faith in my Jewish friend, and that 

he will cooperate with grace by assenting to the truth.  I will keep praying that this 

continues to happen with all of us, and that the Lord will increase our faith. 

 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

 

Fr Greg  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

Prayer of the Day for Sunday, October 2, 2016 
Almighty God, our Father, you who have given us life 

and intended us to have it forever, 

Give us the strength to defend human life against every influence 

or action that threatens or weakens it, as well as the strength 

to make every life more human in all its aspects. 

Almighty Father, give us courage to proclaim the supreme dignity 

of all human life and to demand that society itself give its protection. 

We ask this in your name, through the redemptive act 

of your Son and in the Holy Spirit.                Amen. 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

Monday:  Gal 1:6-12 Lk 10:25-37 

Tuesday:       Gal 1:13-24  Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday:  Gal 2:1-2, 7-14 Lk 11:1-4 

Thursday:     Gal 3:1-5 Lk 11:5-13 

Friday:  Gal 3:7-14 Lk 11:15-26 

Saturday:     Gal 3:22-29 Lk 11:27-28 

Next Sunday:  2 Kgs 5:14-17 2 Tm 2:8-13  Lk 17:11-19 

                     

Healing Prayers for: Iris Best, Helena Haley, Mildred Selmar, Dorothy Hollis, 

Jean Sultzer, Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin 

Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha 

Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora 

Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-

Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, 

LaVerne Lane, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison 

McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, 

Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline 

Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey 

Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary 

Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Muriel Dunmore, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, 

Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth 

Smith, Viola Walker 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

YOUNG ADULTS PRAISE HIM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Join us at  

Assumption for Mass With Young Adults 
Sunday, November 20, 2016 

6:00 PM 

Contemporary Ensemble for Young Adults 18 + who seek to grow closer to Christ!        

                                          DINNER FOLLOWING MASS 



 

 

 

   

 

 

Mid-day Bible study, Tuesdays 12:45 pm (IS’T NOT TO LATE)  
We have had a positive turn out for our mid-day bible study, Fr. Greg is leading a 

discussion in the rectory on the Sunday Mass readings for about an hour. 

 

 

~ 2016 EAST OF THE RIVER REVIVAL ~ 
The 2016 East of the River Revival hosted by 

Mt. Calvary Church, 6700 Marlboro Pike Forestville, MD 

Reverend Anthony Bozeman, SSJ is the revivalist. 

 Revival will begin 7 pm each evening 

Revival Schedule  

 Mon.   October 3rd—Family Night—“Light em Up”  

 Tues.   October 4th Youth Night—“Time to Go Hard!”  

 Wed.   October 5th Reconciliation Night –“Gimme Some of That!”   
 Thurs. October 6th Mass—“Comin’ Out With My Hands Up!” 

The 24
TH

 International Week of Prayer and Fasting coalition in collaboration with 

the Marians of the Immaculate Conception are asking for individuals, families, prayer 

groups and parishes to unite for nine days (Oct 2
ND

 – 10
TH

) of prayer and fasting for 

the following goals: 

 for the conversion of all peoples and nations,  

 to build a culture of life, 

 for protection of marriage and family life according to Heaven’s Divine Order 

 for peace and to implore God’s Mercy  

St. Benedict the Moor Church at 320 21
st 

Street, N.E. Washington, DC 20002 

invites you to have Jazz for Dinner on October 16, 2016 from 3pm-7pm. Featuring 

“The Firm Roots Trio” - Cost is $40 per person. For more information contact: 

Evelyn Rattley 202-832-4353 or Ms. Cheryl at the rectory. 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

World Mission Sunday  
During the weekend of October 15-16, the Archdiocese of Washington will take up 

the World Mission Sunday second collection, organized by the Propagation of the 

Faith. 

Financial Wellness Workshop 

On Saturday, October 29, the Financial Stability Network will host a financial 

wellness workshop at Gonzaga College High School in Washington, DC from 9am–

2pm. The workshop includes: a keynote address from Michelle Singletary (author and 

nationally syndicated personal finance columnist for The Washington Post To register 

for the workshop, please visit www.CatholicCharitiesDC.org/fww16.  

Men’s Discernment Mass and Dinner  
On Sunday, October 16, the Office of Priest Vocations will hold a Men’s Discernment 

Mass and Dinner at St. Peter’s on Capitol Hill (313 2nd Street, SE). Mass with 

Cardinal Wuerl will begin at 4pm, followed by dinner.  

Men must RSVP to attend.  Please contact Traci O’Neill at oneillt@adw.org or 202-

636-9020 to RSVP.   

Prayer and Mass Supporting People Living with Mental Illness  
On Sunday, October 16 at St. Matthew’s Cathedral in Washington, DC, there will be 

prayer and Mass for those living with mental illness.  People will gather at 3:30pm on 

the steps of the cathedral and proceed with a pilgrimage walk through the Holy 

Door. If you need additional information, please contact the Department of Special 

Needs Ministries at 301-853-4560 or specialneedsministry@adw.org. 

 27
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 2
nd

  

“The most important thing in the life of every man and every woman is not that they 

should never fall along the way. The important thing is to get 

back up, not to stay on the ground licking your wounds. The 

Lord of mercy always forgives me; he always offers me the 

possibility of starting over. He loves me for what I am, he 

wants to raise me up, and he extends his hand to me. This is 

one of the tasks of the Church: to help people perceive that 

there are no situations that they cannot get out of. For as long 

as we are alive it is always possible to start over, all we have to 

do is let Jesus embrace us and forgive us.” (Pope Francis, The 

Name of God is Mercy) Celebrate God’s mercy with us this year at mercy.adw.org. 

October 2, 2016    
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