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Saturday Vigil Mass:       4:30 pm                                                         
Sunday Mass:         10:00 am                                                    

Daily Mass:                 Monday thru Saturday  12:10 pm   

Eucharistic Adoration:    Monday,Wednesday, Friday 11:00 - 12:00 noon    

Confessions:           Saturday 3:30 - 4:15 pm, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:00 noon  

          or anytime by appointment 

Address:          3401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E.          

                                           Washington, DC   20032                                                          

Office Hours:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday     

                               9:00 am to 5:00 pm                          

                                           Tuesday  1:00 pm to 5:00 pm   

Pastor:         Father Greg Shaffer                                 

                                           202-561-4178  Cell 240-463-9960  

Email:                                frgreg@assumptiondc.org                               

Secretary:         Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams                         

Phone:          202-561-4178   Fax 202-561-0336     

Email:                                info@assumptiondc.org               

Pope Francis  

Outreach Center :            Food Pantry and Clothing Room 

Director:                     Ms. Mildred Brown 

Assistant Director        Ms. Brenda Hare 

Hours of Operation:         Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

                                           9:00 am  - 12:00 noon 

Phone:                               202-561-5941   Fax 202-561-4024                               

Website:         www.assumptionchurchdc.org/outreach          

Email                                 outreach@assumptiondc.org 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

September 25, 2016 

 

 

Beloved parishioners, 

 

 

 You will see a copy of the parish financial report in this week’s bulletin.  As 

you will notice, we are very blessed to be in a solid financial situation.  I said in my 

homily last week that everything we have comes from God.  This is true for us as a 

church, as a parish, and as individuals.  God has abundantly blessed us with resources, 

and we praise Him for that.  A few points to make that might address questions or 

concerns that you have: 

 

1. Offertory collections were down about $7,000 from the year before.  I’m not 

aware of a significant decline in Mass attendance, so this reduction is perplexing. All I 

can ask you to do is to contribute as generously as you can.  If we continue to see a 

drop-off in weekly offertory, then we might have to go with a new program such as 

Faith Direct. 

 

2. The huge difference in “other income” from the year prior is due to the large 

amount that Fr. Ivany raised for our facilities in 2015, especially the Pope Francis 

Outreach Center.  On that note, it’s utterly amazing how much Fr. Ivany did to 

improve the physical and financial conditions of our parish.  Again, praise God!  

 

3. The increase in “rectory and parish clergy” expenses is not a result of 

extravagant parties at the rectory, I promise you!   It’s because the parish is paying my 

salary and benefits in full, whereas the Archdiocese was paying half of Fr. Ivany’s 

salary and benefits because he was working part-time for them (in the seminary and 

vocations). 

 

4. “Liabilities” might be decreasing soon as the Archdiocese is forgiving past 

debts to many parishes during the Year of Mercy.  They have scheduled a meeting 



 

 

 

   

 

with Joseph Hughey (Chairman of our finance council) and me to discuss next week. 

It won’t be a full forgiveness, but could be a significant reduction of debt. 

 

Over the next year, I will work to increase the contributions that come in to the parish 

and Outreach Center.  My hope is to add more parishes as “partners” with us, 

appealing to pastors I know to help us with contributions, food drives, and volunteers.  

I’ll also be on the lookout for organizations, foundations, businesses, and individuals 

who can serve as partners with Assumption going forward.  Of course, I’m open to 

any suggestions that you have! 

 

 Today’s readings are good for us in light of this.  We might see our bottom 

line on the financial report and think that we are doing comfortably as a parish.  But, 

hear what the Lord says through the prophet Amos: “Woe to the complacent in Zion! 

…yet they are not made ill by the collapse of Joseph!”. Let us not be complacent or 

comfortable to the point where we think that the parish is doing fine and doesn’t need 

our (individual) help.  I fell into that trap at times in my first year here, and now 

realize that I can no longer be complacent.  I need to be more proactive as a pastor 

and steward in the ways I mentioned in the paragraph above.  I ask each and every 

one of you to be generous to the parish with your time, talent, and treasure.  It wasn’t 

until it was too late that the rich man in the Gospel parable realized he should have 

been more generous.  I don’t anticipate anything catastrophic here like that or “the 

collapse of Joseph”, but the point is still made for us:  God is calling us to be generous 

now. 

 

 

May you know the peace of Christ, 

 

Fr Greg    

 

        

  

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

Prayer of the Day for Sunday, September 25, 2016 
Dear Loving and Compassionate God, Giver of all gifts, 

We pray especially today for the mercy and love You give us. 

Open our hearts and minds to You. Give us the grace to accept your mercy. 

As we live each day, we pray for those less fortunate, especially those who are 

hurting, and whose wounds need to be healed. 

Help us become involved in ways that show them how deeply 

we care. Give us the personal courage to listen to their concerns 

and help them find the solutions to which they are entitled as Your children and our 

brothers and sisters.          Amen. 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

Monday:  Jb 1:6-22 Lk 9:46-50 

Tuesday:       Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23 Lk 9:51-56  

Wednesday:  Jb 9:1-12, 14-16 Lk 9:57-62 

Thursday:     Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 Jn 1:47-51 

Friday:  Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5 Lk 10:13-16 

Saturday:     Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17 Lk 10:17-24 

Next Sunday: Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4 2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14 Lk   

                         17:5-10 

Healing Prayers for: Iris Best, Helena Haley, Mildred Selmar, Dorothy Hollis, 

Jean Sultzer, Gisele Best, Lezeal Rorie, Corinne Bachiller, Lillian Taylor, Calvin 

Best, Tracy Stachitis, Veronica Brown, Deacon McBurnett Smith, Marsha 

Carlson-Meyers, Dr. Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora 

Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, Heather Wooten-

Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, 

LaVerne Lane, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, Madison 

McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, 

Bridget Barlow, Veronica Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline 

Haggins, Dorothy Sylvester, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey 

Saunders, Pauline Johnson, June Murphy Our Homebound Parishioners: Mary 

Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, Muriel Dunmore, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, 

Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth 

Smith, Viola Walker 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

Mid-day Bible study, Tuesdays 12:45 pm (IS’T NOT TO LATE)  
We have had a positive turn out for our mid-day bible study, Fr. Greg is leading a 

discussion in the rectory on the Sunday Mass readings for about an hour. 

 

CCD Registration  

Will continue throughout the year, if you know of any grandchildren or young people 

in need of sacraments please encourage them to join our classes   

 

Young Adults  
Our Bible Study, resumes TOMORROW night, at 6:30  be there, or be… 

 

 

~ 2016 EAST OF THE RIVER REVIVAL ~ 
The 2016 East of the River Revival hosted by 

Mt. Calvary Church, 6700 Marlboro Pike Forestville, MD 

Reverend Anthony Bozeman, SSJ is the revivalist. 

                                       MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 

                                        OCTOBER 3 THRU 6, 2016 

Each evening beginning at 7:00 P.M.   

 

Many Churches will be coming together to give praise to the Lord which includes: 

Assumption, Incarnation, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Our Lady Queen of Peace,  

St. Francis Xavier, St. Luke, St. Teresa of Avila, St. Thomas More, St. Joseph Largo 

St. Vincent de Paul, St. Margaret of Scotland and Holy Comforter St Cyprian   

 

St. Benedict the Moor Church at 320 21
st 

Street, N.E. Washington, DC 20002 

invites you to have Jazz for Dinner on October 16, 2016 from 3pm-7pm. Featuring 

“The Firm Roots Trio” - Cost is $40 per person. For more information contact: 

Evelyn Rattley 202-832-4353 or Ms. Cheryl at the rectory. 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

Walk with Francis 2.0  
In commemoration of the one-year anniversary of the visit of His Holiness Pope 

Francis to the United States, Catholic Charities invites you to join in the Walk with 

Francis 2.0 pledge. On September 24-25, celebrate the anniversary of the papal visit 

with a pledge to recommit to prayer, service, and advocacy. Each family, parish, or 

Catholic school is encouraged to take the Walk with Francis 2.0 Pledge in honor of 

Pope Francis and his ministry worldwide. Pledge cards are available at Mass this 

weekend. 

 

Financial Wellness Workshop 

On Saturday, October 29, the Financial Stability Network will host a financial 

wellness workshop at Gonzaga College High School in Washington, DC from 9am–

2pm. The workshop includes: a keynote address from Michelle Singletary (author and 

nationally syndicated personal finance columnist for The Washington Post), All are 

welcome to attend this free workshop. For further information, please contact Deacon 

Jim Shanahan at jim.shanahan@catholiccharitiesdc.org. To register for the workshop, 

please visit www.CatholicCharitiesDC.org/fww16.  

26
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time – September 25
th

  

“Let us remember the Golden Rule: ‘Do unto others as you would have them do unto 

you’ (Mt 7:12). This Rule points us in a clear direction. Let us treat others with the 

same passion and compassion with which we want to be treated. Let us seek for others 

the same possibilities which we seek for ourselves. Let us help others to grow, as we 

would like to be helped ourselves. In a word, if we want security, let us give security; 

if we want life, let us give life; if we want opportunities, let us 

provide opportunities. The yardstick we use for others will be 

the yardstick which time will use for us. The Golden Rule also 

reminds us of our responsibility to protect and defend human 

life at every stage of its development.” (Pope Francis in 

Washington, D.C., during his Apostolic Visit) 

Continue your Walk With Francis and celebrate God’s mercy 

with us this year at mercy.adw.org. 

September25, 2016    


