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October 4, 2015 

 

 

This Sunday’s Gospel (Mk 10:2-16) gives me a chance to make a few points about the 

glorious sacrament of Holy Matrimony in my homily and this bulletin reflection: 

 

 “But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female.  

For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother 

and be joined to his wife, 

and the two shall become one flesh. 

So they are no longer two but one flesh.  

Therefore what God has joined together, 

no human being must separate." 

 

First, when asked about marriage, Jesus clearly refers to what Genesis says.  In 

Genesis, Yahweh reveals that He created male and female to be one. “And the two 

shall become one flesh” represents the union that we call marriage.  So, right away, in 

the first book of the Bible, God defines marriage as being between a man and a 

woman. Nature defines it that way, too.  Jesus confirms Revelation and nature when 

he says in this Gospel that marriage is between a male and a female. So, in the current 

discussion on marriage, it’s important to be able to cite Mark 10.    

 

Second, when does the man and woman become one flesh?  In other words, when are 

they officially married? When I ask engaged couples preparing for marriage this 

question, almost all of them guess that it’s when the couple comes together in the 

marital (conjugal) act.  That would seem to be what the Lord is saying because it 

sounds like a physical act for the two to become one flesh.   

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

But, and this is really important to understand the difference between the Church’s 

approach to marriage and sex versus the world’s, the two become one flesh when they 

exchange their vows (consent) of marriage.  They promise their lives to the other in 

front of God and witnesses, and become one in soul, mind, and heart.  It is at that 

moment that “they are no longer two but one flesh”. They are no longer two ‘me’s’, 

but one ‘we’. Their relationship is now sacred and holy.  The physical act of sexual 

union is sacred, indeed, and is reserved for the sacred relationships of matrimony. It 

symbolizes the spiritual and sacred union that’s already in place, strengthens the 

existing bond, and allows the couple to procreate, another huge aspect of marriage 

that God reveals in Genesis (“be fruitful and multiply”). 

 

Third, Jesus elevates matrimony to the level of a sacrament when He says, “what God 

has joined together”.  Like all of the sacraments, marriage is a sacred act (“an 

efficacious sign of grace” – Catechism of the Catholic Church).  In marriage prep, we 

focus half of our energy on whether God is calling them to be married…if His plan is 

to join them together.   Is He really calling them to say these sacred words (or ones 

similar to them) and become one flesh? 

 

“I take you to be my (spouse).  I promise to be true to you in good times and in 

bad, in sickness and in health.  I will love you and honor you all the days of my life”   

 

 

 

  –Sincerely in Christ, 

    Fr Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

“Could you not spend one hour with Me?”  
                                                                                                                    (Mt 26:40) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EUCHARISTIC HOLY HOUR 

Every Wednesday 
 from 11:00 am to 12:00  

 AT  
ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

Silent Prayer 

Praise and Worship 

Rosary 

Benediction 

 Mass at 12:10  

3401 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, S.E. 

Washington, DC 20032  



 

 

 

   

 

Healing Prayers for: Calvin Best, Tracy Stachitis, 

Veronica Brown, Michael Taylor,  Deacon McBurnett Smith, 

Marsha Carlson-Meyers, Juanita Thomas, Margaret Ross, Dr. 

Dee Jones Adams, Barry Robella, Father Dan Vitz, Eleonora 

Best, Jane Rhyne, Faye Lyon, Abby Fargo, Mildred Selmar, 

Heather Wooten-Rollins, Brenda Newman, Malek Elloit, 

Kennedy Wood, Courtney Barlow, LaVerne Lane Yvonne 

Tyler, Christine Jones, Benjamin Davis, Ronald Horton, 

Madison McKenzie, Jamil McKenzie, Samuel James 

Guadalupe, Shawntrice Moore, Bridget Barlow, Veronica 

Harris, Teresa Wilkinson, Sherri Ewing, Pauline Haggins, 

Dorothy Sylvester, Adrena Taylor, Tiffany Jacobs, Darlene 

Jones, Paul Higgins, Audrey Saunders, Pauline Johnson 

 

Our Homebound Parishioners: Ernestine Allen, Mary Cooke, Sybil Depeazer, 

Muriel Dunmore, Louvenia Gray, Fr. Charles Green, Pauline Johnson, Yvonne Samuel, 

Audrey Saunders, Joan Shields, Elizabeth Smith, Viola Walker, Barbara Thompson 

Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 

O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to 

be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; For it is in giving that we 

receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; it is in dying that we are born again to 

eternal life.                                                                      Amen 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
            

 Monday:           Jon 1:1–2:1-2, 11 Lk 10:25-37 

Tuesday:          Jon 3:1-10 Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday:   Jon 4:1-11 Rom 8:15bc 

Thursday:  Mal 3:13-20b Lk 11:5-13  

Friday:   Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2 Lk 11:15-26 

Saturday:   Jl 4:12-21 Lk 11:27-28 

Next Sunday:  Wis 7:7-11 Heb 4:12-13 Mk 10:17-30 



 

 

 

   

 

 
Now there was a woman suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve years, whom no one 

had been able to cure. She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak; 

and the hemorrhage stopped at that instant. Jesus said, “Who touched me?” when they 

all denied that they had, Peter and his companions said, “Master, it is the crowds 

round you, pushing.” But Jesus said, “Somebody touched me. I felt that power had 

gone out from me.” (Luke 8:43-46) 

 

Jesus, Master Physician of all times, Your Divinity did not require a Ph.D. Eagerly, 

You resurrected the dead, Restoring the health of the sick. Be it physical or spiritual 

torment, none were a great obstacle to You: For Your loving power is omnipotent. I 

ask for Your abounding healing love; Maintain my body and soul vigorous So I may 

fulfill my daily functions. The world will be conquered by You, All afflictions will be 

dissipated.  I implore You to lighten the burdens of my soul with Your holy 

consolations and to relieve my bodily infirmities with Your Merciful Kindness, if it so 

pleases the will of our Father in Heaven. 

                                                                                                                               Amen. 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10963
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10963
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332


 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Next Sunday is Community Sunday 

 
We will have one of our own Assumption family members explain how faith touch 

every corner of her life, and becoming Catholic is one of her life’s most profound and 

joyous experiences. 

 

Assumption’s Cursillio/Ultreya will meet on Saturday, October 10, 2015 at 

1:30 pm. The meetings will be in the Rectory bible study room.   Please remember to 

reserve the second Saturday of each month for the meetings. “Be a friend and bring a 

friend with you.” We also ask to bring a covered dish. 
 

 

BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER THE POPE’S VISIT  
 

Junior Sodality is sponsoring a contest. They is are asking the youth to submit an 

essay or drawing in answer to the following question. Drawing accepted from ages 8 

only. 

 

“What can I offer in sacrifice to help the poor and help save the earth?” 

 

The question is regarding and the Pope Francis’ Encyclical of 2015.  As part on the 

essay and drawing contest, Tee-shirts are also on sale to help support the effort.  The 

contest is open to youth between the ages of 8 to 18.  For more information and the 

guidelines please contact Ms. Carol Floyd at 301-249-0752 (H) or 301-221-1466 (C)     
 

BIBLE STUDY  
 

Because of the Revival there will be NO BIBLE STUDY THE WEDNESDAY 

It will resume, next Wednesday, October 14, 2015 at 7:30 PM  

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

26th Annual East of the River Revival 
The East of the River Revival will be held on Monday through Thursday,  

October 5-8, 2015 at Holy Family Catholic Church, 2210 Callaway Street,  

Hillcrest Heights, MD. The Revivalist will be Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, from 

Portland, Oregon.  

 

 

"WWW: Well Women Witness Day of Reflection" will be held at the 

Church of Incarnation, 880 Eastern Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20019, on 

Saturday, October 10, 2015. From 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. For more information, contact:  

Sr. /Dr. Oralisa Martin at (202) 528-8633 or drmartin@oraclereligious.org  

 

 

TEA TIME WITH OBLATE SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE 
Saturday, October 17, 2015 11:30am—3pm.  

Silent auction and fancy tea purchases on hand. Ladies are encouraged to wear a  

hat and gloves and gentlemen should wear a tie. For more information contact   

Sr.  Magdala  Marie  Gilbert,  OSP,  at 410-242-6861. 

 

 

Holy Conforter-St. Cyprian Church Choir's 43rd Anniversary Concert  
Sunday, October 25, 2015 at 4pm. The choir at Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian 1357 East 

Capitol Street, S.E. Washington, DC is sponsoring their 43
rd 

Anniversary Concert. 

Tickets are $20 Please contact the rectory for more information at 202 546-1885 

 
 

 

 
 

 


